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Abstract 14-3~3 protein is a highly conserved gene family in plants, which can specially recognize and bind
with phosphoserine/phosphothreonine residues in the target proteins and thus involve in plant development and
responses to environmental stresses. To systemically recover the basic characteristics and evolutionary history of
14-3-3 (GRF) gene family in Cucurbitaceae. In this study, a total of 83 14~3~3 {GRF) genes were identified from
the genomes of 7 species of Cucurbitaceae by bioinfbrmatics including 10, 9, 10, 9 from watermelon, melon,
cucumber and bottle gourd, as well as 45 homologs from three Cucurbita pecies. Physicochemical properties reveal
that the molecular weights of most 14-3-3 (GRF) proteins are around 30 kD, which are considered as soluble acidic
proteins due to their isoelectric points (pl<7.0). Compared with that in watennelon, melon, cucumber and bottle
gourd, the whole genome duplication is the main reason for the high copy numbers of 14-3 3 (GRF) genes in
Cucurbita genus. Additionally, the 14-3-3 (GRF) gene family could be further divided into two groups (group s
and non-g group), of which the latter one contains the more conserved gene structures, such as exon number and
intron phase. Collectively, these results in this study provide the first insights into the gene structure, gene family
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expansion, syntenic relationship and evolutionary analysis of 14-3-3 (GRF) gene family in Cucurbitaceae, which
will offer valuable information for functional analysis of 14~3~3 (GRF) genes in future.
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Table 1 Information of 14-3~3(GRF) in Cucurbitaceae

i B~ SPN] ELHID FEFHRIAIIE  ARIE BEKE(bp) &AL H (aa) /7 T (KD) %
Species Gene Gene ID Chr. Starting End Gene length  Number of Molecular  pl
point position (bp) amino acids(2la) weight (kD)
[UEYIIN CIGRF01  Cla000396 Chr.0O5 31 040 110 31 042 355 2 246 257 29.15 5.24
C. lanatus CIGRF02 Cla002262 Chr.07 1234257 1235664 1408 206 23.14 4.86
CIGRF03 Cla0O10790 Chr.07 29 906 617 29 908 209 1 593 261 29.41 4.75
CIGRF04  Cla022025 Chr.08 19 647 426 19 650 182 2 757 279 32.14 4.99
CIGRF05 Cla022097 Chr.08 20 366 670 20 368 969 2 300 285 32.67 5.06
CIGRF06 Cla022108 Chr.08 20486 195 20 487 840 1 646 261 29.53 4.77
CIGRF07 Cla022171 Chr.08 21 149 246 21 152 576 3 331 252 28.37 4.69
CIGRF08 Cla023013 Chr.11 16 472 643 16 474 998 2 356 270 30.88 5.21
CIGRF09 Cla023023 Chr.11 16 578 542 16 580 798 2 257 258 29.21 4.68
CIGRF10 Cla023045 Chr.11 16815 179 16817 134 | 956 238 26.94 5.90
DI CmGRFOI MELO3C018726 Chr.Ol 2431 151 2434957 3 807 261 29.25 4.69
C. melo CmGRF02 MELO3C011421 Chr.03 23 846 980 23 850 095 3 116 264 30.12 4.87
CmGRF03 MELO3C011041 Chr.03 26 894 107 26 896 299 2 193 261 29.53 4.77
CmGRF04 MELO3C011028 Chr.03 26 985 537 26 987 977 2 441 251 2&68 4.89
CmGRF05 MELO03C003536 Chr.04 2061 139 2065091 3 953 252 28.55 4.78
CmGRF06 MELO03C003562 Chr.04 2284855 2287392 2538 258 29.14 4.71
CmGRF07 MELO03C003572 Chr.04 2366 302 2369 502 3201 249 2&34 4.96
CmGRF08 MELO3C018934 Chr.07 13 640 309 13 643 239 2 931 263 29.59 4.79
CmGRF09 MELO3C012146 Chr.10 2364994 2 367 873 2880 263 30.02 491
291N CsGRFOI  Csa2M368950.1 Chr.02 17 885 938 17 888 634 2 697 250 28.61 4.95
C. saiivus CsGRF02 Csa2M369070.1 Chr.02 17 968 965 17 971 125 2 161 261 29.55 4.77
CsGRF03  Csa2M372150.1 Chr.02 18433 210 18 436 841 3 632 252 2&35 4.69
CsGRF04 Csa3M889710.1 Chr.03 37 714 827 37 719 519 4 693 422 48.07 6.41
CsGRF05 Csa3M889810.1 Chr.03 37 785 028 37 787 847 2 820 258 29.13 4.67
CsGRF06  Csa3M890040 Chr.03 37 982 442 37 986 441 4 000 252 28.60 4.66
CsGRF07 CsadMO094520.1 Chr.04 6 192 645 6 194269 1 625 263 29.59 4.79
CsGRF08 Csa5M606630, Chr.05 22 963 001 22 965 297 2 297 277 31.46 4.98
CsGRF09 Csab6M366480, Chr.06 16 731 548 16 734 844 3 297 264 30.05 4.87
CsGRFIO Csa7MO048090.1 Chr.07 3015383 3019400 4018 261 29.40 4.74
FUK LsGRFOI Lsi04G003680.1 Chr.04 3674392 3676541 2 150 232 26.15 4.84
L. siceraria LsGRF02  Lsi04G022350.1 Chr.04 29 388 901 29 392 554 3 654 239 27.28 4.96
LsGRF03  Lsi04G022460.1 Chr.04 29 500 335 29 503 268 2 934 258 29.23 4.68
LsGRF04  Lsi07G009870.1 Chr.07 13 570 780 13 574 550 3 771 266 29.87 4.79
LsGRF05 Lsi08G008960.1 Chr.08 17 327 349 17331 270 3 922 245 27.71 4.86
LsGRF06  Lsi08G009660 Chr.08 18 146 289 18 149 508 3 220 272 31.13 4.96
LsGRF07  Lsi08G009800, Chr.08 18 276 685 18 278 948 2 264 261 29.55 4.78
LsGRF08  LsiO8G0 10390, Chr.08 18981 438 18 983 449 2 012 240 27.24 5.61
LsGRF09  LsillGO15690.1 Chr.11 23 995 462 23 998 460 2 999 275 31.02 4.84
ENEF/K CmaGRFOlI CmaCh01G004420, Chr.Ol 2223792 2226079 2 288 275 30.88 4.80
C. maxima CmaGRF02 CmaChO1G016070.1 Chr.Ol 11 072 379 11 075 531 3 153 248 28.49 5,6
CmaGRF03 CmaCh01G016160.1 Chr.Ol 11 112714 11 115 366 2 653 258 29.21 4.76

CmaGRF04 CmaCh04G016970.1 Chr.04 8531 498 8534 298 2 801 263 30.02 4.81
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Continuing table 1
ik A FEFEID HEMBREIAIE ks RS (bp) @R %L H (aa) 57 T-ht(KD) S
Species Gene Gene ID Chr. Starting End Gene length  Number of Molecular  pl
point position (bp) amino acids (aa) weight (kD)
ENFERI/N CmaGRF05 CmaCh05G004480.1 Chr.05 2058 099 2 062 200 4 102 372 42.43 5.20
C. maxima CmaGRF06 CmaCh05G005010.1 Chr.05 2374954 2380674 5721 709 81.18 8.94
CmaGRF07 CmaCh05G005070, Chr.05 2430586 2432735 2 150 261 29.60 4.85
CmaGRF08 CmaCh05G005590.1 Chr.05 2 740473 2 744 123 3 651 283 31.67 4.97
CmaGRF09 CmaCh09G005680.1 Chr.09 2573521 2579 130 5610 258 29.17 4.69
CmaGRFIO CmaChl 1IGO18880.1 Chr.11 12509 581 12 513 202 3 622 268 30.14 4.83
CmaGRFII CmaChl2G001010.1 Chr. 12 400 660 403 713 3 054 264 30.03 4.87
CmaGRF12 CmaChl2G001670.1 Chr.12 742 588 744 758 2 171 261 29.61 4.87
CmaGRFI3 CmaChl2G001850.1 Chr. 12 848 110 852 167 4 058 291 32.76 491
CmaGRF14 CmaChMGO 11340, Chr.14 8781 087 8 784 154 3 068 262 29.58 4.79
CmaGRFI5 CmaChl9G010270.1 Chr.19 8778 030 8 780 291 2 262 248 27.78 4.75
FEFJ/A  CmoGRFOI CmoCh01G004750.1 Chr.01 2267 892 2 270 489 2 598 263 29.60 4.80
C. moschaia CmoGRF02 CmoChO1G016540.1 Chr.01 12 526 061 12 528 402 2 342 240 27.43 5.44
CmoGRF03 CmoCh01G016610.1 Chr.01 12565 115 12 568 232 3 118 258 29.21 4.76
CmoGRF04 CmoCh04G017820.1 Chr.04 8966 872 8 969 150 2 279 267 30.47 4.82
CmoGRF05 CmoCh05G004740, Chr.05 2214382 2217 442 3061 392 45.25 5.22
CmoGRF06 CmoCh05G005240, Chr.05 2530297 2533 458 3 162 250 2&54 4.85
CmoGRF07 CmoCh05G005340, Chr.05 2590599 2 592504 1 906 285 32.37 4.87
CmoGRF08 CmoCh05G005850, Chr.05 2895035 2 898 168 3 134 252 28.39 4.74
CmoGRF09 CmoCh09G005550, Chr.09 2651 002 2 653 846 2 845 258 29.17 4.69
CmoGRFIO CmoCh11G019660.1 Chr.11 13 528 927 13 538 227 9 301 696 7&08 4.99
CnwGRFII CmoChl2G000800, Chr. 12 434 239 437 188 2 950 264 30.04 4.87
CmoGRF12 CmoCh12G001290.1 Chr. 12 795 393 797 387 1 995 261 29.64 4.87
CmoGRF13 CmoCh12G001440.1 Chr. 12 908 622 917 557 8 936 482 54.19 4.98
CmoGRF14 CmoCh14G011650.1 Chr.14 9444 790 9 447 772 2 983 257 29.03 4.79
CmoGRF15 CmoCh19G010600, Chr;9 9 198 427 9 202 935 4 509 409 46.02 5.15
FENEIR CpeGRFOI Cp4.1LG01gl2070.1 LGO1 8 963 226 8 965 985 2 760 292 33.55 4.90
C. pepo CpeGRF02 Cp4.1L.G02g05080.1 LG02 2010903 2014013 3 111 258 29.21 4.76
CpeGRF03 Cp4.1LG02g05030.1 LGO02 2049 866 2 053 914 4 049 312 36.05 6.43
CpeGRF04 Cp4.1LG02¢gl3890.1 LGO02 12 113 181 12 119 296 6 116 263 29.62 4.80
CpeGRF05 Cp4.1LG03gl5500.1 LGO03 7368 376 7 370 885 2 510 257 29.03 4.79
CpeGRF06 Cp4.1LG04g02900.1 LGO04 7 486 248 7490 292 4 045 260 29.25 4.78
CpeGRF07 Cp4.1LG06g04360.1 LGO06 2 467 354 2470 238 2 885 258 29.14 4.69
CpeGRF08 Cp4.1LG079g00890.1 LGO7 421 056 424 167 3 112 264 30.07 4.87
CpeGRF09 Cp4.1LG079g01440.1 LGO7 797 418 800 181 2 764 261 29.61 4.87
CpeGRFIO Cp4.1LG07901600, LGO7 916 270 919 586 3 317 252 2&43 4.70
CpeGRFIl Cp4.1LGlIg03840.1 LG11 2 157 786 2 160 990 3 205 331 37.81 5.26
CpeGRF12 Cp4,LGlIgo4360, LG11 2479 731 2482 658 2 928 210 23.88 4.78
CpeGRF13 Cp4, LGIlIg04480, LG11 2537 299 2539 520 2 222 261 29.61 4.85
CpeGRF14 Cp4.1LGllg04890.1 LG11 2844411 2848 080 3 670 278 31.13 5.50

CpeGRF15 Cp4.1LG15908440, LG15 8 262 657 8 265 618 2 962 261 29.41 4.73
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TR FERELIRI 40 & i (whole genome duplication, WGD)>
SRIPAE fill(Tandem duplication) k2 St (o fA 5 B2 il
(Segmental duplication) (Vision et al., 2000; Cannon et
al” 2004; Wei et al,, 2019) - i@% BLASTp fI MCscan
AR WSS T 0 14-3-3(GRF) AL A 5
HYE RIZEAIET T 0T (3R2) - 45 5RFRIT 1ZERR
JEAE VRS R 2 N AT R B PR A A 7 B )
FAETEE08AIL Ltk 7 [A] » E1FEG-1~74-3-3
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EHIFE AT 5041084tk 7 8] B VS A
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CmGRF04 . CmGRFO6 ICmGRFO7 , & JI\HY CsGRFO1/
CsGRFO02 ' CsGRF04 1CsGRFOS7E47/fH 8] E NF R 9= Z
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Table 2 Syntenic analysis of 14-3-3 (GRF) gene family in Cucurbitaceae species

| 2 skl

Synteny region !
4 5
20 364 215 20 596 019
20 796 056 21 152 576
26 817 008 26 990 209

3
231 804 Chr.ll
356 520 Chr.ll
173 201 Chr.04

3

Chr.08
Chr.08
Chr.03

UEYIIS 1
C. lanatus 2
HHK 1

C. melo

£V 1 Chr.02 17 885938 18 173 810 287 872 Chr.03

C. sativus
FUK 1
L. siceraria 2

ENFERIN 1

C. maxima

Chr.08
Chr.08
Chr.05
Chr.09

Chr.04
Chr.04
Chr.01
Chr.01
Chr.01
Chr.01
Chr.05
Chr.05
Chr.09
Chr.ll
Chr.01
Chr.01
Chr.01
Chr.01
Chr.05
Chr.05
Chr.09
Chr.ll
LGO02
LG02
LG02
LGO02
LG04
LGO06
LGO06
LGO7
LGO7

29 386 583
29 262 937
11 072 379
10 410 792
11 098 039
2 034 032
1 876 325
2458 214
2 554 907
12 488 566 12 656 611
12 526 061 12 639 321
11 834 754 12 757 737
12 551 270 12 752 837
2087 033 2398013
2 546 248 3 105 596
2014 122 2 605 001
2633701 3091 533
13 513 373 13 684 987
11 864 297 12 306 510
1 747 908 2 457 461
1827 332 2028 192
1827 332 2 042 095
7464 556 7 638 904
2446 811 2972 277
2433 116 2 944 594
230035 1812264 1
837 726 1 198 723

29 646 580
30 029 418
11 277 230
11 281 924
11 277 230
2 469 894
2 444 335
2789 489
3027 235

259 997
766 481
204 851
871 132
179 191 Chr.12
435 862 Chr.14
568 010 Chr.12
331 275 Chr.12
472 328 Chr.12
168 045 Chr.19
113 260 Chr.05
922 983 Chr.09
201 567 Chr.12
310 980 Chr.14
559 348 Chr.09
590 879 Chr.12
457 832 Chr.12
171 614 Chrl9
442 213 LGO3
709 553 LGO6
200 860 LGO7
214 763 LG11
174 348 LG15
525 466 LGO7
511 478 LGU
582 229 LG11
360 997 LG11

o N oo oA oW N

FERA

C. moschaia

0 N O o~ W N

EMrIK
C. pepo

© O N oo o A~ w N

FEARME X2 LM IR N LR

Synteny region 2 Gene in the synteny region

4 5 6 7 8
16 469 463 16 730 175 260 712 CIGRF05/06 CIGRF08/09
16 815 179 17 096 232 281 053 CIGRFO07 CIGRF10
2 146 296 2 371 646 225 350 CmGRFO 04 CniGRF06/07
37 714 827 38 195 759 480 932 CsGRF01/02 CsGRF04/05
18 144 523 18 387 833 243 310 LsGRF02/03 LsGRF06/07
18 634 330 18 990 337 356 007 LsGRFO03 LsGRF08
2 374 954 2 648 944 273 990 CmaGRF02/03a CmaGRF06/07b
1 840 056 2 757 961 917 905 CmaGRF03a CmaGRFO%
722 422 949 871 227 449 CmaGRF03a CmaGRF12a
7837 833 9427 048 1589 215 CmaGRFOla CmaGRF14b
213 606 758 896 545 290 CmaGRF05~07b CmaGRFU/12a
768 333 | 106 829 338 496 CmaGRF08b CmaGRF13a
722 422 1 325 225 602 803 CmaGRFO% CmaGRF12a
8 632 335 8 798 930 166 595 CmaGRFIOa CmaGRF15b
2 530 297 2 613 287 82 990 CmoGRF02/03a CmoGRF06/07b
1917 384 2 843 870 926 486 CmoGRF03a CmoGRF09b
774 906 1 008 076 233 170 CmoGRF03a Cnu)GRF12H3a
7 837 789 10 230 963 2 393 174 CmoGRFOla CmoGRF14b
2622 064 3 091 533 469 469 CmoGRFO7b CmoGRF09b
235 615 812 208 576 593 CmoGRF05/07b CnwGRFIH12a
774 906 1 361 696 586 790 CmoGRFO% CmoGRF12a
9 038 739 9 222 031 183 292 CmoGRFIOa CmoGRF15b
6 115971 8 126 309 2 010 338 CpeGRF04 CpeGRFO05
1 966 730 2 836 553 869 823 CpeGRF02 CpeGRF07
777 401 1018 691 241 290 CpeGRF02 CpeGRF09
2 494 835 2 753 722 258 887 CpeGRF02 CpeGRF13
8 111 090 8 284 362 173 272 CpeGRF06 CpeGRF15
777 401 1 443 464 666 063 CpeGRFO07 CpeGRF09
2494 835 3 056 911 562 076 CpeGRFO0O7 CPeGRF13
1 964 445 3 465 534 | 501 089 CpeGRF08~09 CpeGRFII/13
2566 773 2 874 273 307 500 CpeGRFIO CPeGRF14

JE LR 2080 3R A RAENT E ) ST RN E 6K (bp); 7 ESAL &EEENI2; atpd @M ELRIZHA, bid ) LS AL

[KZH B(Sun et al., 2017)

Note: 1: Species; 2: Number; 3: Chr.; 4: Starting point; 5: End position; 6: Length (bp); 7: Gene 1; 8: Gene 2; a: Subgenome A in Cucurbita

genus; b: Subgenome B in Cucurbita genus (Sun et al., 2017)
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Genome-wide Identification and Evolutionary Analysis of 14-3-3 (GRF) Gene Family in Cucurbitaceae
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Figure 2 Syntenic analysis of 14-3-3 (GRF) gene among Cucurbitaceae species

Note: A: Cucurbitaceous plant C. lanatus Red; L. siceraria Blue; C. melo'. Yellow; C. sativus Green; B: Pumpkin cultivars., C. moschaia

Light green; C. maxima Yellow; C. pepo Green

U EHEY9-114-3-3 (GRIOER S T A F &= fy
LR —EU(H555,2013) - 14-3-3 (GRRAERRIHAER
EF N B SR IGER G A B 2= 5= 5o Al T
Fh R BT i 2K oy Bl 4 e HH15.12.
18:11:14-8 4> 14-3-3 (GRF)E:HE [E]JF A (Rosenquist
etal., 2001; Xu and Shi, 2006;Z=JE% 2017 ;207 2,
2017)»{EEHF R 4 U (Benincaseae) {E7) 75 /I
FHC BN FURNEERIZH N 14-3-3 (GR)ERE HH
2L T e IV (Cucurbiteae) 374 A #BEL Z 154
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JK -~ BRI AH P a1~ 22 ik
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R EBREHIEE LR AT ZEM N IIRER A E) #
BHELPR4H & A R RS UEY ) F A 14-3-3
(GRF)EEAIZIEERL T £ H 72 5719 1 2 R(Vision et
al., 2000; Sun et al., 2017) « ERAL M5 S Hr 4% SR HHER
FR 4K E 5314-3-3 (GRR)EH 5 FEL
30 kD, H Oyt 550 (pl<7.0) (3R1), X 5 ELRF*
ABH 2 45 A —3 (L BB SR, 2013; Tian et al” 2015;Z
JE%,2017)0

SR L 43 A AE R E ORI ED R

PRI BRI 2H i 14-3-3 (GRQERRIE HEA—3,
FINZFER FEEA BT R 1 B R BRI R
— B b ITRIA E55 FH14-3-3 (GRF)ARZER
AR L IERIIEL TP H (B 3), Hf
e 4l E1Y14-3-3 (GRF)EFEYE B - ™ MfhE
L HHIS0% A, 5 HAMIN FIHAE Y R A ERBFIZEEL,
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&1 Na THAL000, 5 LS HERAF (E4), 58
KIS LS 55 —E (Tian et al., 2015)
W72 3E , 14-3-3 (GRIOEERNF AR [EWff & a]
Dz 5EtE Y i amim N 12 §1(Delille et al.,
2001; Xu and Shi, 2006; Tian et al., 2015;ZH7 %,
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Figure 3 Evolutionary analysis of 14-3-3 (GRF) gene family in Cucurbitaceae

Note C. lanatus Red; L. siceraria'. Light blue; C. melo'. Pink; C. sativus'. Green; C. moschaia'. Orange; C. maxima'. Kelly; C. pepo

Brown; 4. thaliana'. Dark blue
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Figure 4 Gene structure of ]4_3_3 (GRF) gene in Cucurbitaceae
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