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The tension of modernizing rural life governance
and its adjustment paths

——An analytical framework based on the resilience model of life order
ZHU Yun

(School of Marxism, Sun Yat—sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract Rural life governance is a complex process of mutual construction between the modern-
ization of national governance and the autonomy of rural society. The identification and adjustment of its
deep-seated tension are the key prerequisites for enhancing the effectiveness of rural revitalization. This
paper constructs a model of the resilience of life order, and builds an analytical framework from three di-
mensions: space, norms, and subjects. It reveals the main characteristics of the modernization of rural
life governance and analyzes the spatial tension of the expansion of the public domain squeezing the elas-
ticity of the private domain, the normative tension of the rigidity of modern systems dissolving the resil-
ience of traditional ethics, and the subject tension of administrative absorption replacing villagers' partici-
pation in the practice of modernization of life governance. To effectively adjust the tension in the modern-
ization of rural life governance, it is necessary to identify the threshold of public and private domains
through circle governance, integrate national policies with local knowledge through institutional integra-
tion, and transform individual rationality into collective action through subject empowerment, so as to
achieve the transformation from governance tension to governance effectiveness and provide practical ref-
erences for the modernization of life governance in the context of rural revitalization.

Key words Life management; Order of life; Modernization of governance ; Rural revitalization
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