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Figure 1 Keyword analysis map of relevant literature from CNKI (left) and Web of Science (right)
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Figure 2 Co-authorship and institutional collaboration network map of CNKI-related literature
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Figure 3 Co-authorship and institutional collaboration network map of Web of Science-related literature
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Figure 4 Literature search and screening process
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Figure 5 Cumulative analysis of the number of literature on various topics
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Research progress and prospects on rural hollowing in China

LI Jianing, FENG Jian

(College of Urban and Environment Sciences, Peking University, Beijing 100871,
China)

Abstract: With the rapid urbanization and non-agricultural transition of the
population in China, rural hollowing has emerged as a multifaceted issue
characterized by intertwined spatial, social, economic, and cultural dimensions.
Addressing this complexity requires a multidisciplinary analytical approach. This
paper systematically reviews the evolution of rural hollowing research in China
over the past 25 years. Bibliometric analysis reveals a shift from single-perspective
studies to interdisciplinary integration, with research themes expanding from
phenomenon identification to mechanism analysis and systemic governance. This
transition highlights the co-evolution of theory, technology, and practice. Building
on this, the paper synthesizes research progress around four core themes: (1)



conceptual definitions and measurement methodologies; (2) developmental
characteristics, driving forces, and impacts; (3) localized remediation pathways and
practical strategies; and (4) performance evaluation and feedback mechanisms.
Findings indicate that, driven by policies such as the Rural Revitalization Strategy
and Territorial Spatial Planning, research in this field increasingly emphasizes
interdisciplinary integration, macro- and micro-level synergy, and methodological
innovation. These advancements provide theoretical support and practical pathways
for modern rural governance in the new era. Furthermore, the paper refines the
understanding of rural hollowing by establishing a complete chain from theoretical
exploration to practical optimization, underlining the importance of
cross-disciplinary collaboration and policy adaptation. Six future research
directions are proposed: (1) dynamic construction and regional adaptation of
theoretical frameworks; (2) precise identification of farmers’ needs and responsive
mechanisms; (3) systemic integration and ecological coordination in
comprehensive remediation; (4) scenario-based digital empowerment and
intelligent decision-making; (5) regional experiments and collaborative governance
through institutional innovation; and (6) closed-loop optimization and iterative
improvement of performance evaluation and governance. These directions aim to
provide systematic and precise solutions for promoting high-quality rural
development in China.

Key words: rural hollowing; hollowed villages; multidisciplinary integration;
policy; research progress; prospects



