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Functional Differentiation, Development Choices of Agriculture in the Tokyo Metropolitan Area
and Their Implications for China
YANG Yi

Abstract: The leading role of capital agriculture in contributing to the construction of an agricultural power-
house cannot be overlooked. Over several decades, agriculture in the Tokyo metropolitan area of Japan has
gradually forged a distinctive path, characteristic of a capital’s agricultural development. Research reveals that
agricultural production in the Tokyo metropolitan area has evolved into a circle stratification layout of “inner
circle + middle circle + outer circle” . Specifically, the inner circle of the Tokyo metropolitan area has as-
sumed the important functions of agricultural technology research and development innovation center, as well
as a model for diversified agricultural forms; the middle circle functions as a crucial space for the circulation of
agricultural products and related factors; the outer circle acts as a base for securing agricultural product pro-
duction; its model of agricultural division of labor is in a transition from center-led to synergistic interac-
tion. The strategic development choices for agriculture in the Tokyo metropolitan area can be summarized into
four points: first, policy guidance to integrate urban and agricultural development, fully leveraging the met-
ropolitan area’s radiating and driving role; second, to pave a path for capital-specific agricultural develop-
ment, and to promote the organic combination of multiple industries and functions such as tourism and pen-
sion; third to improve the agricultural technology innovation system, and to support the positive development
of agricultural production through technological advancements; fourth, to maintain and enhance the basic
rights of the agricultural labor force, and to deeply tap into high-quality agricultural talent resources.

Keywords: Tokyo Metropolitan Area; Circle Stratification; Metropolitan Agriculture; Capital Agriculture
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