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Mechanism and Statistical Measurement of Digital Rural Construction

Empowering Common Prosperity
Li Xingfeng', Wang Li*, Dong Weiping’

(1.School of Economics and Management, Qinghai Normal University, Xining 810000,China; 2.School of Economics and
Management, Shihezi University, Shihezi Xinjiang 832000, China; 3.School of Economics, Trade and Management,
Xinjiang Tnstitute of Technology, Aksu Xinjiang 843100, China)

Abstract: Digital rural construction is an important direction of rural revitalization and an important way to achieve the goal
of common prosperity. Based on the panel data of 31 provinces in China from 2011 to 2020, this paper constructs the evaluation in—
dex system for China’s digital rural construction and common prosperity respectively, and further examines the impact and mecha—
nism of digital rural construction on common prosperity. The results go as below: (1) The level of digital rural construction and
common prosperity in China is rising steadily, showing a spatial distribution pattern of “high in the east and low in the west”, but
the “catch—up” effect is significant in the central and western regions. (2) The digital rural construction has a significant role in
promoting common prosperity, and its effect of “dividing the pie” to promote shared prosperity is stronger than the effect of “mak—
ing the pie bigger” to promote overall prosperity. (3) Mechanism analysis shows that digital rural construction mainly promotes
common prosperity through three channels: farmers’ income growth, rural entrepreneurship activity and rural industrial integra—
tion. (4) From the perspective of spatial heterogeneity, the promoting effect of digital rural construction on common prosperity in—
creases from the east to the west.

Key words: digital rural construction; common prosperity; unitary parallel multiple mediation model; heterogeneity
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