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1 . Alberta’s Olds College Builds Pan-Canadian Smart Farm Network (]
IRAAIE AR BUR %% S B BV NS KR RE R 37 P 4%)

f&ijf1: Olds College in Alberta, Canada, has launched a cross-country Smart Farm network
designed to trial and develop agriculture technologies and practices to help Canadian
farmers solve Canadian farming problems, according to Future Farming.

As with other smart farm initiatives around the globe, the end goal is to accelerate the
adoption of proven agricultural technologies and improved production overall. For those
working within the network, though, the breadth and scale of the Pan-Canadian Smart Farm
Network makes the initiative stand out.

Olds College officially launched its local Smart Farm in June, 2018. It's currently
comprised of 3,600 acres of land for crop and forage production, 1,000-head capacity
feedlot, a commercial cow-calf herd, Purebred Red Angus beef herd, sheep flock,
greenhouse, and other facilities where both existing and emerging smart technologies are
researched and developed.

Dr. Joy Agnew, vice-president of research at the Central Alberta post-secondary
institution, says the wider Canadian Smart Farm network is a newer concept, but the idea
has been in development since the formation of Olds College’s original Smart Farm. The
intention was, and is, to build a collaborative framework for sharing of data and expertise to
help farmers, industry, and technology developers better understand, utilize, and develop
smart agriculture technologies and systems.

Accounting for Canadian farm diversity

Currently, the national Smart Farm network is comprised of seven institutions and
groups — including other post secondary institutions as well as commercial enterprises —
from central Alberta to Southwestern Ontario. While some research projects are shared
between locations, others are unique to specific locations.

“We realized there’s only so much one Smart farm can do in terms of supporting and
accelerating the adoption of tech and practices. Canada is really agriculturally diverse...Every
site brings something a little different. A requirement to joining the network is [a desire to]
increase their expertise and ability to work in precision-ag space,” says Agnew.

Smart weed identification is one project which involves more than one Smart Farm
participant. Both Olds College and Enterprise Machine Learning and Intelligence Initiative —
a Manitoba-based commercial enterprise — are contributing to an identification database to
help spur green-on-green detection of different weed species, and see how detection works
across different geographies.

RVE: Future Farming; Global Ag Tech Initiative;
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2 . AgTech Trends 2023 Survey: Al, Automation and Data Analytics in
High Demand (20234 R MR &S REE : A THRE. B3nibMEBEE S
M 7 R IE%)
fj4>: The AgTech Trends 2023 survey, sponsored by The Yield, unveils a significant shift
towards digital transformation in the agriculture industry, according to iGrow News.
However, challenges in data utilization and actionable insights persist. The survey, involving
807 U.S.-based agribusiness professionals, provides a comprehensive insight into the
industry’s current state and future trajectory.

Al and Data Analytics: The First Trend In The AgTech Trends 2023

The survey reveals a strong consensus on the transformative impact of Al and data
analytics in agriculture. An overwhelming 90% of respondents anticipate these technologies
will drastically change agriculture jobs within the next five years. This anticipation
underscores the sector’s readiness to embrace Al as a crucial element in future
developments.

Challenges in Data Utilization

Despite the advancements, 92% of respondents find it challenging to improve on-farm
activities with the current data. This highlights a significant gap in the effective use of data
for enhancing agricultural practices.

Investment in Automation and Al

The survey indicates a growing trend in investing in on-farm robotics and autonomous
systems, with more than half of the respondents planning to increase their investment in
these areas. This investment leads to precision agriculture, enhancing yield prediction and
estimation accuracy.
KIE: iGrow News; Global Ag Tech Initiative;
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4 . CropX Acquires Digital Irrigation Management Startup to Expand in

Australia (CropXWU i ZHEM B EHYIBIA T, FBERKXH T 7K)

fj4>: CropX Technologies, a global leader in digital agtech solutions, including the CropX
agronomic farm management system, announced its acquisition of Green Brain, a
prominent digital irrigation management solutions provider based in Adelaide, Australia.
The acquisition significantly expands CropX’s reach in Australia and strengthens its position
as a global leader in digital precision agriculture.

Green Brain has a strong presence in Australia and has built a reputation for its
technical expertise, knowledge of the local market, and outstanding customer support over
its almost 40-year existence, particularly in the realm of irrigation optimization powered by
data from soil sensors, weather stations, and loT devices. Green Brain’s stable and loyal
customer base will now have access to the CropX agronomic farm management system,
which, in addition to irrigation optimization, also provides advice on fungal diseases, soil
and crop health, nitrogen leaching, salinity, and more. Australian animal operations can also
benefit from CropX’s unique effluent management capability for storage ponds and effluent
irrigation fields, developed in New Zealand.

This acquisition accelerates CropX’s growth in the Australian precision ag market. The
recurring droughts and the high cost of irrigation water in Australia make the continent a
natural fit for precision agriculture technologies. The CropX system supports farm resilience
under these challenging conditions and both CropX and Green Brain have helped farms
across Australia reduce irrigation water usage while protecting and boosting crop yields.

“We enthusiastically welcome Green Brain into the CropX family,” said Tomer Tzach,
CEO of CropX. “Green Brain’s expertise in irrigation optimization is a perfect fit with our
company’s DNA. Its prominence in the Australian market will allow CropX to reach a broader
customer base and allow us to help Australian farms succeed.”

“This is an exciting new chapter for Green Brain as we join CropX’s global team of
farm-focused innovators. We are energized by the expertise that CropX brings to
accelerating Green Brain’s development roadmap, opportunities to improve customer
support, and to grow our impact in Australia and beyond,” said Dominic Skinner, Green
Brain’s General Manager. “The Green Brain brand is well-recognized in Australia and will
become even more prominent as we bring CropX solutions to our customers.”

“Green Brain’s experienced and skilled team will accelerate CropX growth in Australia
and New Zealand, building a synergy that will greatly benefit Australian farmers,” said Eitan
Dan, Managing Director of CropX Australasia. “We are happy to welcome them to the CropX
family.”

CropX is pursuing a buy-and-build strategy focused on precision and sustainable
agricultural technology, combining a vigorous research and development program with the
acquisition of companies with complementary technologies, expertise, and geographies.
This is CropX’s first acquisition in Australia as it continues to consolidate a fragmented
digital agronomy sector. CropX completed a $30 million Series C financing round in early
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