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1 . Gaza faces widespread hunger as food systems collapse, warns

WFP (IR RTTRIZBES: REARGHB, MDHEIREKEE IR

4. “Supplies of food and water are practically non-existent in Gaza and only a fraction of
what is needed is arriving through the borders. With winter fast approaching, unsafe and
overcrowded shelters, and the lack of clean water, civilians are facing the immediate

possibility of starvation," said WFP Executive Director Cindy McCain. "There is no way to
meet current hunger needs with one operational border crossing. The only hope is opening
another, safe passage for humanitarian access to bring life-saving food into Gaza."Earlier
this week, WFP confirmed the closure of the final bakery operating in partnership with the
agency due to lack of fuel. Fuel shortages have triggered a crippling halt in bread production
across all 130 bakeries in Gaza. Bread, a staple food for people in Gaza, is scarce or
non-existent.The shortage of fuel is also crippling humanitarian distribution and operations,
including the delivery of food assistance. Even as trucks arrived from Egypt and offloaded
supplies in Gaza on Tuesday, they were unable to reach civilians in shelters because of
insufficient fuel for distribution vehicles.Of the 1,129 trucks that have entered Gaza since
the opening of the Rafah border crossing on 21 October, only 447 were carrying food
supplies. While WFP welcomes the increase in the number of trucks crossing into Gaza, the
volume remains woefully inadequate: the food that has entered Gaza is only enough to
meet 7 percent of the people’s daily minimum caloric needs.

KIR: WEP
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2 . Water Quality in Agriculture: Risks and Risk Mitigation C{&ME/K ) -
DRSS A RS SR i)

% 4 : The book Water Quality in Agriculture: Risks and Risk Mitigation offers a
comprehensive look at risk assessment and mitigation, with an emphasis on technical
solutions and good agricultural practices. It was published in October 2023 by the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the International Water Management Institute (IWMI) at
the Rome Water Dialogue. The guidelines cover crop and livestock farming, as well as fish
farming or aquaculture.An often-overlooked factor contributing to water scarcity is water
quality deterioration, especially in many low- and middle-income countries where water
treatment and other pollution control measures are not keeping pace with population
growth and urbanisation. This is resulting in about 30 million hectares of agricultural land,
home to over 800 million residents, irrigated with unsafe water. Salinity is the other major
factor affecting water quality. Globally, it has an impact on 20 per cent of the cultivated land
area and an estimated 33 per cent of irrigated land.Water can be contaminated through a
variety of pathways and can potentially spread bacteria, viruses and parasites to crops,
humans and animals. Besides others, the authors take a look at waterborne pathogens that
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become foodborne pathogens through irrigation. They provide an overview on potential
microbiological risks and corrective actions as well as of risk analysis frameworks.

RE: rural 21

KATH#:2023-11-16
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3 . The Farm Bill is Important for Environmental and Economic

Sustainability CRMVER N RN A G Fra e EE)

®i4: The biggest for our ranch are the conservation programs available through the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program.EQIP, operated through the USDA, provides
assistance to farmers and ranchers to address natural resource issues and produce
environmental benefits such as improved water and air quality, and reduction of soil
sedimentation. EQIP can also help mitigate loss from drought or bad weather. It is a
voluntary program where eligible farms and ranches implement conservation practices
according to the resource concerns of their land. The most widely used EQIP practices
include cover crops, nutrient management, fencing improvements and water irrigation
management.Conservation practices, especially in our area, cost a lot up front and take a
long time to yield a financial return, if they ever do—not to mention the pressures of
current high interest rates. So, the EQIP program and the dollars that are made available
make these projects accessible, where we otherwise simply could not afford the financial
investment.

RYE: Farm Bureau
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4 . ‘We’re Cut Off’: Rural Farmers Are Desperate For Broadband

Internet ( “IRATEVIRT T 7 . RN RRIBVTE R LBM)

% 4: The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) defines broadband as having
download speeds of at least 25 megabits per second (MBPS) and upload speeds of at least
three MBPS. The commission is in charge of keeping track of who is connected, what their
speeds are and what needs to be done to get more Americans connected. It collects data,
which gets compiled into the National Broadband Map. But the numbers on how many
people are without broadband are anything but concrete. Some government figures put it
at one in five US households, which would be 24 million households without access. The
FCC’s 2020 report estimated that there were only 21 million individuals without access. But
research from BroadbandNow, an independent firm, puts that number closer to 42 million
Americans. The data is all over the place because the FCC’'s mapping system is not verified.
“They rely solely on information provided by ISPs,” says Sascha Meinrath, the Palmer Chair
in telecommunications at Penn State University. “Every ISP is providing these hyperbolically
rosy estimates of where they serve and the speeds that are available in those locations. And
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there’s no meaningful verification, much less any accountability.”Meinrath says when you
get down into the data, you find that the majority of people who aren’t connected to the
internet are rural Americans and the poorest in the country. “Neither of those
constituencies have a whole lot of wealth to squander,” he says. But that’s exactly what's
happening, as they often have to pay more for worse service. In the Cost of Connectivity
report, researchers found that Americans pay more for internet services than most other
countries in the global north, and the gap in service disproportionately affects people of
color.

R¥E: Farm Bureau
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5 . Statement by the Director-General on the food security situation in

Gaza (B THX TR ERELHHIFEH)

%i4: The escalation of hostilities in Israel and Palestine is drastically affecting all
dimensions of food security. Even before the escalation, close to 60 percent of households
in Gaza were considered food insecure or vulnerable to food insecurity. Agricultural and
agrifood activities in Gaza have largely collapsed since the onset of the current hostilities
and the interruption of water, food, and fuel supply. Fisheries and livestock activities, and
production of fresh fruits and vegetables have come to a standstill reducing access to critical
sources of protein and nutritious foods, as well as key sources of employment and
livelihoods.At this point, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
considers all the civilian population in Gaza to be food insecure.ln accordance with its
mandate and in coordination with our humanitarian partners, FAO is fully committed to
addressing the pressing humanitarian needs of the population in the Gaza Strip and
additional needs emerging in the West Bank to safeguard and restore agriculture-based
livelihoods. We are following the situation with great concern and continue to mobilize
technical expertise to support the people of Palestine, including through our co-leadership
of the Food Security Cluster.FAO is mobilizing vital agriculture supplies for transport to Gaza
once access and resources are made available. In addition, FAO will support agrifood sector
assessments on the ground as soon as conditions allow. We are also monitoring the impact
of hostilities on food security in the region and beyond.

FRIR: FAO

RATHH:2023-11-12
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6 .Nuclear techniques for global food security (ZHEARHEEIRBE R
&)

84} : The world faces vast food security and nutrition challenges. The initiative Atoms4Food,
launched by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the Food and Agriculture
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Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in October 2023, will support countries in using
innovative nuclear techniques in enhancing agricultural productivity, reducing food losses,
ensuring food safety, improving nutrition and adapting to the challenges of climate
change.Nuclear techniques can be applied to strengthen food security in different ways to
strengthen food security. They are used to speed up the natural process of plant mutation
to develop crops that better withstand diseases and climatic shifts.Nuclear and isotopic
techniques can assess nutrient use and water use in soil, diagnose and characterise disease
pathogens in animals, trace sources of contamination in water and study various forms of
malnutrition. The nuclear sterile insect technique targets insect populations, reducing the
use of insecticides for both crops and livestock. The irradiation of food can ensure that food
is safe from pathogens and increases its shelf-life to aid food security.

KRVE: rural 21
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1. FPMA Bulletin (202341511}3) (FPMATE#R (20234E11H) )

B4 : International cereal prices mostly declined in October 2023. Wheat prices decreased,
influenced by low and falling prices from the Russian Federation. International rice prices
dropped by 2 percent month- on- month in October, affected by generally passive global
import demand. By contrast, those of coarse grains firmed as price increases in Argentina
outweighed the lower prices in Brazil. 2 In most countries monitored by FAO, domestic
staple food prices were in October 2023 at higher levels year on year, mostly due to rising
production and distribution costs. A variety of policy measures have been introduced or
extended by some countries with the aim to ease the upward pressure on prices and ensure
better accessibility to key staple food commaodities in local markets.

BEHEN RERIWVEWIIRRE RS :http://agri.nais. net. cn/



http://agri.nais.net.cn/
https://kns.cnki.net/kcms2/article/abstract?v=6xaVI2TORM1pfHqgtvoZp8qZN8xJ5uQTkOGqQmAyG9g4MaVBxw-YuIPnxROqNRxN3vGT5V8xbfSUae650QWw81Pr-A0kc3yBC4fXdV_X9g0n0ajbNgV_zKQEmL_eCjWIdE4RF4h7Ftc=&uniplatform=NZKPT&language=CHS
https://kns.cnki.net/kcms2/article/abstract?v=6xaVI2TORM1pfHqgtvoZp8qZN8xJ5uQTkOGqQmAyG9g4MaVBxw-YuIPnxROqNRxN3vGT5V8xbfSUae650QWw81Pr-A0kc3yBC4fXdV_X9g0n0ajbNgV_zKQEmL_eCjWIdE4RF4h7Ftc=&uniplatform=NZKPT&language=CHS
https://kns.cnki.net/kcms2/article/abstract?v=6xaVI2TORM1pfHqgtvoZp8qZN8xJ5uQTkOGqQmAyG9g4MaVBxw-YuIPnxROqNRxN3vGT5V8xbfSUae650QWw81Pr-A0kc3yBC4fXdV_X9g0n0ajbNgV_zKQEmL_eCjWIdE4RF4h7Ftc=&uniplatform=NZKPT&language=CHS
http://agri.nais.net.cn/file1/M00/10/33/Csgk0GVcz9GAF_VUABNo9kAN8Ns053.pdf

KIK: FAO

KA ARA:2023-11-10

o0& 2

http://agri.nais. net. cn/filel/M00/10/33/Csgk0GVcw7qADV3sADHsXYB-jHQ586. pdf

> KR F
1 . Recent Rains and Upbeat Forecast Revive Prospects for Argentina
Corn, Soybeans LR A A M RS TR ERPTIRZEE K. KEHT
)

¥if: Argentina is normally the world’s largest exporter of soybean meal and oil, so
increased soybean production will bolster global supply chains for the commodities. A 43%
plunge in last year’s Argentine soybean crop — and a resulting 22% year-over-year decline
in its soymeal exports — has pushed soybean meal futures up by 10% year over year and
driven competing US soymeal exports to record levels for this time of year. Prospects have
now improved for Argentina’s soybeans, which are currently being planted. Recent rains,
which may have been helped by El Ni&ntilde;o, have lowered Gro Drought Index readings
and boosted soil moisture levels since mid-October, as shown by Gro’s Climate Risk
Navigator for Agriculture, which can be weighted for a specific crop and region. Soybean
production is currently estimated to nearly double from last year. Conditions also have
improved for Argentina’s new corn crop, though “moderate” drought levels, as measured by
the Gro Drought Index, persist in the biggest corn growing provinces, as seen in this Gro
Navigator display. Argentina is the third-largest corn exporter, after Brazil and the US.
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2 . USDA Slightly Raises Its Outlook for US Corn and Soybeans (3£ E &
MEER /N i B 5 B R K S BT )

%i4: In its November WASDE report, the USDA forecast corn yields of 174.9 bushels per
acre, up 1.1% from last month’s estimate. Corn production is also seen up about 1%, to
15.234 billion bushels (386.9 million tonnes) — which would mark a record corn harvest.
Nearly every major corn-growing state saw an increase in estimated yields as harvesting
proceeded. US corn ending stocks for 2023/24 are projected to be the highest in five years.
The soybean yield estimate also was raised, to 49.9 bu/acre, and production is seen at 4.129
billion bushels (112.4 million tonnes), both up 0.6% from last month. Despite the projected
uptick in supplies, soybean ending stocks will remain at their tightest levels in eight years.
Gro’s machine-learning US corn and soybean Yield Forecast Models ended the season with
forecasts well above the latest USDA estimates. NDVI, a satellite-derived measure of plant
health and a key driver of Gro’s yield forecast models, showed high values for the peak
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periods of the growing season.
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3 . China’s Wheat Imports Could Hit New High in 2023 (20234 [E />
ZHOE e THrE)

&4+ China is on pace to import record volumes of wheat this year following a poor harvest
and a surge in domestic prices.The country’s wheat crop fell to 137 million tonnes in
2023/24, down slightly from last year and the first decline in five years. Abundant rainfall in
the country’s top wheat-producing regions prior to the harvest substantially reduced the
crop’s quality, as Gro highlighted here, driving an abnormally large percentage of the crop
to animal feed uses. The wheat crop year in China, the world’s largest producer and
consumer of wheat, runs from July through June. Gro’s machine-learning China Wheat Yield
Forecast Model, which goes live every year at the end of October, can offer insight into the
country’s newly planted crop as the season progresses. This year, China’s domestic wheat
prices began rising in late July and surpassed corn and rice in mid-August, as seen in the
chart below. As a result, the country’s wheat imports have skyrocketed in 2023, with the
totals from the first nine months of the year up by 64% compared to the same period last
year, as this Gro display shows. The increase reflects the broader structural shift that China
has undergone to become a major net importer of grains, a trend Gro’s models have
highlighted since January 2020.
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4 . Russia Plans Six-Month Ban on Durum Wheat Exports (% #7i1%
P BRI /N2 Y SRR N H 928 4)

f41: The move could further tighten world supplies of durum wheat — used mainly for
making pasta — at a time when harvests in No. 1 producer Canada and other countries have
been hurt by extreme weather conditions, as Gro wrote about here. Russia is one of the
world’s largest producers of wheat, and the biggest exporter of the grain. Although durum
represents only about 1% of Russia’s total wheat production, the export ban is aimed at
ensuring adequate durum supplies and containing prices in its domestic market. Russia’s
wheat crop saw record yields in the latest year, according to Gro’s Russia Wheat Yield
Forecast Model. The country’s total wheat exports are forecast to increase by some 6% in
the 2023/24 marketing year, which ends next June, from 47 million tonnes a year earlier, in
part due to Russia’s competitive export prices, as seen in this Gro display. Russia typically
exports durum wheat to Italy and Turkey, along with smaller quantities to China as seen in
this Gro display. Early in the current marketing year, the country exported 52,000 tonnes to
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Italy, a near 20-fold jump versus a year earlier. Exports also surged to Turkey throughout
2022 and early 2023, likely drawing down Russian inventories.
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5 . Grain Storage Capacity Can Buffer Impact of Transportation

Disruptions CHR & i 77 88 77 7T DA GR iz v T RO 2 )

®i4: A general increase in both on-farm and off-farm storage is a good sign for farmers
facing uncertain transportation conditions. For most states and nationally, existing storage
exceeds stocks and fall harvest expectations, providing a positive marketing safety net. In
other states, farmers will be more exposed to risk when their crops cannot be easily moved.
For the 40th week of 2023, downbound grain movements of corn, soybeans and wheat at St.
Louis are far below previous years. Compared to the same week last October, total
commodity movements were down 55%, or 153,000 tons, with corn down 69% (76,000
tons), soybeans down 46% (75,000 tons) and wheat down to zero. Farmers in Indiana, Ohio
and Missouri will face hurdles in dealing with harvested grain this season. Finding an
alternative to river transportation for excess crops will likely be necessary. Long-term risk
management plan discussions for commodity growers should include on-farm storage
availability, a great but costly way to hedge against current and future transportation risk.
Additional on-farm storage capacity provides farmers more control of product marketing
and a leg up on the ultimate price they receive for their crop.
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> HR AR
1 . The role of seeds in transforming agrifood systems under the

spotlight (Ff FAER MR &6 REFE R F R/ER &%)

f&j4>: The Session will cover an array of topics including those relating to the global
conservation and sustainable use of agricultural plants and seeds, sharing of benefits arising
from their use, the enhancement of its worldwide gene pool, a decentralized Global
Information System and farmers’ rights.A major focus will be how seeds can help address
global challenges such as loss of biodiversity and climate change, with their traits enabling
crops to withstand or adapt to adverse conditions, including drought.Greater diversity of
seeds means greater resilience for agrifood systems, as locally-adapted seed varieties can
offer improved nutritional profiles, rich in vitamins and minerals. Participants will deliberate
on strategies for conserving these seeds in gene banks and in agricultural fields, and making
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them available for use by researchers, plant breeders and farmers.A special exhibition called
“The Journey of Seeds” will also be hosted at FAO headquarters, inviting visitors to embark
on a journey with the seeds from farmers’ fields to gene banks to farms, and from there to
markets and into our kitchens in different places around the world.The Session also sees
two new members joining the Treaty - Nigeria and Somalia - bringing the number of
contracting parties to 151.
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