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> BUREM
1. The Farm Bill Expired. What Happens Now? (% MV % 33 J5 Z 1]
2 )
®i4: The US Farm Bill is a package of legislation that gets passed approximately every five
years, and it more or less shapes the landscape of American agriculture. There have been 18
iterations of this legislation. A lot of important items are rolled into it: crop subsidies, crop
insurance, nutrition assistance, conservation programs and much more. The legislation
affects farmers, of course, but also every person in the country who eats and buys food,
whether you realize it or not. This means that when a farm bill is delayed long enough,
everyone may feel the effects in some way.
RIE: modern farmer
FAG H#H:2023-10-02
<9833
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> BT
1. Small-Scale Farming Shouldn’t Just Be a Hobby. So Why Is It So Hard
to Make a Living? (/NIIELRMEARLIZ R & —MFELF, A A
FEE? )
®i4l: Increasingly, small farm businesses are becoming less profitable, data suggests, and
must be run more like hobby farms. Some small farms are even classified as hobby farms by
default (10 acres or less in some areas), may lose agricultural tax or property benefits and
not be legally considered a farm, despite producing food for their local communities. Per the
2021 Ag Census, data also showed that, from 2011 to 2021, small farmers were increasingly
likely to operate as high-risk businesses.Although long a reality of farming life, more and
more small farms are turning into businesses that need side income to survive. Even midsize
and large family farms operators tend to have a more lucrative off-farm job or a spouse with
side income. While many family farms may say this is just part of the lifestyle, it represents
the diminishing value we assign to farm labor and the difficult math of small-scale farming.
SK¥E: modern farmer
RATH#:2023-10-03
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2. Raising awareness to food loss and waste (12 & X R &9 L FIVR 5
FIAIR)

%4+ While hunger and food security continue, an estimated 13 per cent of the world’s
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food is lost in the supply chain from post-harvest prior to the retail stage of the supply chain,
according to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO); a further
17 per cent of food is wasted in households, food services and in retail, the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) says. Fruits and vegetables account for approximately 32
per cent of food losses, followed by meat and animal products, which make up 12.4 per cent
of food losses.The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development specifically SDG 12, Target
12.3 calls for halving per-capita global food waste at the retail and consumer levels and
reducing food losses along production and supply chains. As custodians of this target, FAO
and UNEP measure and monitor progress on efforts to reduce food loss and waste, using
two separate indices the Food Loss Index (FLI), led by FAO, and the Food Waste Index
(FWI), led by UN Environment. Target 16 of the Kunming Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework (GBF) also calls for “halving global food waste by 2030”, among other issues.
KR¥E: rural 21
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3. Africa Agriculture Status Report 2023(20234EJEM AR MR E)

fij4): The report explores the structural failures hindering the transformation of Africa’s
food systems so that they can support sustainable and healthy diets for all. It examines the
current state of food systems in Africa, including challenges and opportunities, and draws
on a new framework of indicators for benchmarking progress on transformation produced
by the Food Systems Countdown Initiative (FSCI). This year’s report also uses the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Comprehensive African Agriculture
Development Program (CAADP) framework indicators to assess overall progress towards
global and continental commitments. Out of the 50 indicators outlined in FSCI framework,
sub-Saharan African countries are performing worse than the global average across 32
indicators, mostly related to diet, nutrition, and health. This is accentuated by the fact that
up to 650 million Africans 50 per cent of the continent’s population lack economic or
physical access to sufficient food to meet their minimum daily needs. On the other hand,
sub-Saharan African countries are performing better than the global average in the
remaining 18 indicators, including those relating to greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from
food systems, and biosphere integrity.

SRYE: rural 21

A6 H#:2023-09-28

9833

http://agri.nais.net.cn/filel1 /M00/03/60/CsgkOYmCwUCAWorPAArWTr 7YRs25

5.pdf

4. Independent evaluation of SDC — countering climate change(SDCH)
ML PG — DS R ZRAL)

%4 Climate change is felt around the globe. Floods, droughts, and extreme heatwaves are
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becoming more frequent. Sea levels are rising. These changes threaten the livelihood of
people, in particular the poor and vulnerable. Switzerland’s international cooperation
strategy 20212024 identifies addressing climate change as a thematic priority.An
independent evaluation focused on the question of how well the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation (SDC) addresses climate change in its programmes and
projects.Switzerland’s response to climate change is along international practices, firstly
through interventions aiming at reducing emissions (mitigation), and secondly, through
interventions strengthening the ability to adjust to and to cope with changes
(adaptation).From 2017 to 2020, Switzerland spent around 3,139 billion Swiss francs per
year on official development assistance (ODA). Out of those, around 356 million Swiss francs
per year was spent on activities in relation to tackle climate change, that is about 11 per
cent. For the SDC, the proportion is also around 11 per cent, or about 239 million Swiss
francs, for climate change and 2,128 billion Swiss francs for ODA. Within SDC’s project
portfolio, the focus is on adaptation projects. They account for around 60 per cent of
climate change project expenditures.

KR¥E: rural 21
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5. To Reverse a Troubling Trend, Farmers Are Adding Rocks to Their

Fields(R BATIIEAE H 3 L0 K L s DAL AR Z I 5)

4l Across the country, farmers are testing a new method of improving the health and
productivity of their soils. From the semi-arid high desert of eastern Oregon to the
subtropical floodplain of the Mississippi Delta, they’re partnering with new companies that
offer an apparently legitimate something-for-nothing deal. Whether soils are naturally
acidic or made so by man, volcanic rock dust appears to help restore healthy soil pH levels
and, along with it, soil fertility and productivity. The next few years should tell whether
enhanced rock weathering becomes one more bothersome “hot topic” or catches on as a
boon to both farmers and the planet. The lab research proves ERW’s potential; the first field
data is coming in with the fall harvest. Out in Pendleton’s golden wheat fields last month,
Chris Rauch received the latest soil pH test results: 5.7-5.8, substantially higher than last
year’s reading of 5.3.

SK¥E: modern farmer
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6. Low Mississippi River Levels Stymie Grain and Fertilizer

Shipments (% 74 75 LI K AL FEAS 2 P A1 40 FEIZ 50)
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®iA: The river's stage, or the water level relative to a reference point, measured at
Memphis dropped this week to as low as -10.2 feet, not as bad as last year’s record low of
-10.8 feet but still one of the lowest water levels in 35 years. Barge shipping companies have
restricted tow sizes and implemented draft restrictions for deliveries along the Lower and
Upper Mississippi River, and along the Illinois River, effectively limiting volumes that can be
loaded and transported. River shipment activity for US corn and soybeans typically peaks
during the September-to-November post-harvest period. This year, amid river shipping
restrictions, southbound barge movement for the two crops is far below normal, as seen in
this Gro display. So far this year, some 9% of US corn, and 5% of soybeans, has been
harvested, slightly ahead of the crops’ average pace.Soybeans are the most vulnerable to
barge movement delays to Gulf of Mexico ports, since the lion’s share of soybean exports
occurs from October through January, ahead of the Brazilian harvest.
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1. Empowering Africa’s Food Systems for the Future CHIEWR R KR
BARGIRER)

4. This year’s Africa Agriculture Status Report (AASR) underscores the need and urgency
to empower African food systems for the future. It is a call for a multi?faceted approach
that fosters innovations including technological advancements, digital revolution, policy
reforms, infrastructure development, and innovation and knowledge. This publication is
authored by a multi?disciplinary team of experts and institution contributors. On behalf of
AGRA, | am indebted to the technical editor of the 2023 AASR Dr. John M. Ulimwengu, who
guided the development of the content as well as editorial support. We are grateful for the
leadership of AGRA under its President, Dr. Agnes Kalibata, who has been a champion in
engaging various stakeholders in relaying the urgency in transforming African food systems
and encouraging African’s boldness to find solutions to the challenges. We would also like to
express our gratitude to Jane Njuguna as coordinator of the 2023 AASR and the further
support of Boaz Keizire, Amath Pathé Sene, and Michael Odumbe. We acknowledge the
contribution of AGRA staff and units—Policy and State Capability, the Hub For Agricultural
Policy Action (HAPA), and the Monitoring, Evaluation, and Knowledge Management Units
that worked tirelessly to ensure that the theme and the chapters were well crafted. We are
grateful to all the individuals and institutions who provided different types of support
towards this publication. In particular, we extend our thanks to the following chapter
authors and contributors: Chapter 1: The Overview Chapter ¢ Prof. Joachim von Braun,
Center for Development Research, Bonn University ¢ John M Ulimwengu, Senior Research
Fellow, Inter?national Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) e Apollos Nwafor, Vice
President, Policy and State Capability, AGRA e Sibusiso Nhlengethwa, Policy Analyst, HAPA,
AGRA Chapter 2: Assessing Structural Failure of African Food Systems ¢ John M Ulimwengu,
Senior Research Fellow, IFPRI ¢ Nick Blumenthal, Intern, IFPRI Chapter 3: A Stocktake of
Africa’s Food Systems e Tinashe Kapuya, Senior Program Officer, Policy and Advocacy, AGRA
¢ Vine Mutyasira, Program Officer, Policy Quantita?tive Modelling & Data Analytics, AGRA e
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Lawrence Haddad, Executive Director, Global Alli?ance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN) ¢ Boaz
B Keizire, Head of Policy, Advocacy and Food Systems, AGRA Chapter 4: Revolutionizing
Africa’s Agrifood System Transformation e lbrahim A. Mayaki, African Union Special Envoy
for Food Systems and former CEO of African Union Development Agency-New Partnership
for Africa’s Development (AUDA-NEPAD) e Jean Jacques M. Muhinda, Regional Head, East
and Southern Africa, AGRA e Boaz Blackie Keizire, Head, Policy, Advocacy & Africa Food
Prize Secretariat, AGRA e Daniel Njiwa, Head, Regional Trade, AGRA ¢ Abdoulaye Djido,
Policy Analyst, HAPA, AGRA e Vine Mutyasira, Program Officer, Policy Quantita?tive
Modelling & Data Analytics, AGRA e Isaac Gokah, Program Officer, Regional Food Trade,
AGRA Chapter 5: The AfCFTA, a Driver of Africa Food Systems Recovery e Dr. Jean
Chrysostome Ngabitsinze, Minister of Trade, Rwanda ¢ H.E. Wamkele Mene, Secretary
General, African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) ¢ Dr. Agnes Kalibata, President, AGRA
¢ Isaac Gokah, Specialist, Regional Food Trade and Resilience Program, AGRA ¢ Komla Bissi,
AfCFTA Secretariat ® Antoine Kajangwe, Director General, Ministry of Trade, Rwanda e
Daniel Njiwa, Head, Regional Food Trade and Resilience Program, AGRAChapter 6: Turning
Adversity into Opportunity: How Africa’s evolving demographics could be an asset to its
food system. e Dr. Acha Leke, Senior Partner, Chairman of McK?insey Africa, McKinsey &
Company, Johannesburg ¢ Amandla Ooko-Ombaka, Partner, Co-Leader Ag?riculture Practice
in Africa, McKinsey & Company, Nairobi ® Karabo Mannya, Engagement Manager, McKinsey
& Company, Johannesburg Omid Kassiri, Managing Partner of McKinsey East Africa,
Co-Leader of Agriculture Practice in Africa, McKinsey & Company, Nairobi Chapter 7: Digital
Revolution in Africa’s Food Systems e Suresh C Babu, Senior Research Fellow/Head of
Capacity Strengthening, IFPRI ¢ Nandita Srivastava, Research Analyst, IFPRI Chapter 8:
Accounting for Environmental-Nutrition Trade-offs in African Food Systems e Vincent
Abe-Inge, Department of Bioresource En?gineering, McGill University e Ebenezer Miezah
Kwofie, Department of Biore?source Engineering, McGill University Chapter 9: Innovations
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Research Fellow, IFPRI Our special gratitude goes to the following experts who peer
reviewed the chapters: Antoine Bouet (CEPII), Augustin Wambo Yamdjeu, (Akademiya2063),
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Special thanks to Jane Njuguna (AGRA), for leading the production process, and to Josephine
Njau and Betty Vata for providing critical backstopping support. | would like to also thank
AGRA Communication team for the support provided in finalizing and disseminating this
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African food systems for the future.
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1. Who Can Afford Free Food? The Limits of Freeganism (VERE L5 2 F
HEY? HHENHRRE)

fHj41: Obscene quantities of recently baked croissants, cases of non-expired milk and pallets
of still-fresh produce are relegated to the dumpsters behind grocery stores, restaurants and
cafes every day, all over the world. In 2021 alone, retailers were left with 5.12 million tons
of surplus food, much of which ended up in a landfill—all while 10 percent of the world’s
population goes to bed hungry at night.Humans are able to grow not just enough food but
an excess of it—we produce 1.5 times the number of calories every person on earth needs
to survive. But because of inefficiencies and inequities in our food system, much of that
food goes to waste. From farm to table, we end up wasting about a third of our food.As the
issue of food waste became more public in the late ‘90s and early ‘00s in the midst of the
Food Not Bombs movement, which recovered food waste as a protest against
environmental destruction and war, some who bore witness to this inexcusable waste
decided that they had to take action by incorporating this perfectly good food into their
own diets. Documentaries such as The Gleaners and |, Waste Not Want Not and Dive!
depicted the lengths these people, dubbed “freegans,” would go to to ensure the forgotten
food they found was put to good use. But considering the fact that dumpster diving is
technically illegal in many cases, the movement was overwhelmingly white—after all,
people of color face a much greater risk of harassment by law enforcement and arrest.Not
everyone who feeds themselves through dumpster diving is a freegan, though; Bénédicte
Boisseron, professor at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, who researches Black
freeganism, draws a distinction between dumpstering as a practical versus political act. “The
act of dumpster-diving and gleaning can be both political/ideological and practical,
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depending on the motivations,” writes Boisseron in an email. “Freeganism, on the other
hand&hellip; connotes a sense of ideological and political commitment.” Although some
people dumpster dive out of necessity, leading a freegan lifestyle is rooted in an
anticapitalist ideological framework.
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2. Gro Commodities Tracker Forecasts Risks to Global Wheat
Supplies(GroXf K = il B T A BR /22 4 SR %r)

¥if: The Commodities Tracker, which predicts supply risks for crops in major producing
regions, shows the US is at a “High” Supply Risk Level for common wheat after drought
drove production of hard red winter wheat to one of the lowest levels in 17 years. By
contrast, Russia, the world’s No. 1 wheat exporter, is ranked as “Low” Supply Risk on the
back of a bumper winter crop. In aggregate, global supplies of common wheat over the next
six months are projected by the Commodities Tracker to be at a “Low” Supply Risk Level —
meaning the commodity is expected to be well supplied and price isn’t expected to increase
significantly. (See display below.) However, for high protein wheat, used mainly for breads
and other yeasted doughs, the global supply outlook is projected to be “Medium” Supply
Risk, meaning supply is expected to fall short of historical levels and the commodity could
see upward price pressure. Forecasts for reduced production by top producers Canada and
Australia underlie the elevated supply risk for high protein wheat, according to the
Commodities Tracker.
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3. “Ag tech” can cut billions of tons of greenhouse gas emissions (“R V.
FR" AT PAg > E 2 IR = SRR

fi4): The world’s food system network generates between 21 and 37 per cent of the
planet’s greenhouse gas emissions each year. With the global population approaching ten
billion by mid-century, greenhouse gas emissions of the global food system if left
unchecked could grow to 50 and 80 per cent by 2050, according to the paper.Previous
research has indicated that changing diets around the world is a key to reducing greenhouse
gas in the food-system sector. But Houlton and Almaraz believe the emission reduction
could be much greater.If the entire human population adopted a so-called “flexitarian” diet
by 2050 which is promoted by the EAT-Lancet Commission (a group of world experts who
established a nutritious, healthy and sustainable diet) the scientists estimated a gross

EXEIR RELRWEILATRRS &4 http://agrinais.net.cn/


http://agri.nais.net.cn/
http://agri.nais.net.cn/file1/M00/03/60/Csgk0YmCrB-ABNK1AKyBNdiBzq8412.pdf
http://agri.nais.net.cn/file1/M00/03/60/Csgk0YmCrB-ABNK1AKyBNdiBzq8412.pdf
http://agri.nais.net.cn/file1/M00/03/60/Csgk0YmFHqaAZVKpABCRv5V_2QU403.pdf
http://agri.nais.net.cn/file1/M00/03/60/Csgk0YmFHqaAZVKpABCRv5V_2QU403.pdf

reduction of 8.2 billion metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions, which falls far short of the
net negative emissions goal.“Our study examines both dietary change and agricultural
technologies, as various options for slashing emissions,” Almaraz said. “This included an
analysis of carbon sequestration.”In contrast to the marked benefit of agricultural
technology in realising massive sector-wide negative emissions, dietary changes had little
effect on carbon sequestration, according to the study.
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4. Water quality deteriorating in rivers worldwide (4R I /K i %40)
fij41: Climate change and increases in drought and rainstorms pose serious challenges to
water management, not only in terms of the quantity of water, but also its quality. However,
according to the most recent report by the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
our current understanding of the issue is inadequate. To fill this gap, an international group
of scientists have brought together a large body of research on water quality in rivers
world-wide.The study, published in Nature Reviews Earth and Environment, shows that river
water quality tends to deteriorate during extreme weather events. As these events become
more frequent and severe due to climate change, ecosystem health and human access to
safe water may be increasingly under threat.The analysis reviewed 965 cases of river water
quality changes during extreme weather such as drought, heatwaves, rainstorms and
flooding, as well as under long-term (multi-decadal) changes in climate.
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