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> BOREAL
1 . Helping Ukrainian farmers resume production (5 B3 75 2= & BBk
HAEFE)

®i4: The ongoing war has damaged Ukraine’s agriculture and food production, disrupted
supply chains and exports, increased production costs and caused widespread mine
contamination. A new programme aims to help smallholder farmers.The Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP)
have launched a joint programme in collaboration with mine action partner Fondation
Suisse de Déminage (FSD) to support Ukrainian smallholder farmers and rural families most
affected by the war, the two organisations announced in June 2023.The programme has
already started in Kharkivska oblast, and will later expand to Mykolaivska and Khersonska
oblasts, focusing on farmers with land plots smaller than 300 hectares as well as rural
families growing food for their own consumption.

IR rural 21
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4 . Welthungerhilfe calls for more determined effort to achieve zero

hunger (T S JLR A 2R IF DN SEERF PR B HH B8 U2 5 1955 77)

f#i4l: The consequences of wars, armed conflicts, climate change and price rises have
worsened the food situation for countless people over the last few years. It is all the more
important not to relent in combating global hunger and, above all, not to allow cuts in
official development assistance, Welthungerhilfe cautions.“Hunger is one of the world’s
biggest solvable problems. With Agenda 2030 and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals, we
have a good strategy for permanently ending hunger. But we have to make a significantly
more dedicated effort to implement it,” said Welthungerhilfe President Marlehn Thieme,
presenting her organisation’s Annual Report in Berlin/Germany in mid-July.
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6 . Midwest Drought: Corn and Soybeans Suffer as Forecasters Expect

No Quick Relief for Farmers (P FAET58: XM KE 2K, TR AT
THRBE A TEE )

4. Farmers are struggling all across the Corn Belt. Drought expanded rapidly throughout
the Midwest in June — doubling within the first week after significantly less rainfall than
normal. Forecasters say the region is not likely to get relief anytime soon.Through
September, arid conditions are expected to persist or even expand in eastern lowa and
Missouri, lllinois and Wisconsin.More than 80% of corn and soybean crops in Illinois and
lowa — which together produce more than a quarter of the nation’s total — face drought
conditions. Farmers are gritting their teeth as their crops dry up and deteriorate.“Although
it’s probably too early to declare massive losses in crops just yet, that potential is certainly
there unless we get some decent rainfall,” said Mark Fuchs, a hydrologist at the St. Louis
National Weather Service forecast office.But most of the Midwest, excluding Minnesota and
northern Wisconsin, can expect an inch of rain or less in the next seven days.
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> rERE
1 .African old variety permanent crops could face extinction (GEIM=E H

Pk A AR T BETHT R K 42)

fij4): Permanent crops are plants that can survive for years in a certain favourable
environment and do not require as much care as temporary crops to bear fruits. These
crops do not end their lives with the harvesting season, rather they stay in the environment
to promote, protect and maintain biodiversity. Alongside familiar permanent crops such as
cocoa, etc., there are old varieties. Many of the old varieties of permanent crops in Nigeria
and other African countries are threatened with extinction.Nigeria has an arable land area
of 34 million hectares: 30.3 million hectares on meadows and pastures, but just 6.5 million
hectares for permanent crops. Agriculture accounts for over 20 per cent of Nigeria's GDP.
The country is a leader in various types of agricultural production, such as palm oil, cocoa
beans and pineapple.However, Nigeria is also home to rare and little known permanent
crops such as Ube okpoko or African olive (Canarium schweinfurthii), Ukpa or African walnut
(Tetracarpidium conophorum), Mmimmi or pepper fruit (Dennettia tripetala) or others only
bearing local names, such as Udala Nwa enwe. These old varieties of permanent crops are
not popular, and there are many of them, varying from region to region, and the local
community gives them names based on their taste, shapes, animals that feed on them, etc.
FRIE: rural 21
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2 . New food safety toolbox GBI & 22 T EFH)

&4 : A new toolbox provides information on food safety for food producers. The aim is to
support small food business operators and producers in low- and middle-income
countries.In June 2023, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ)
launched a comprehensive, practical and accessible toolbox designed to support all those
operating in the food sector in adhering to international food hygiene standards. The
toolbox is based on the Codex Alimentarius (Latin for “food code”), a collection of standards,
guidelines and codes of practice managed by FAO and the World Health Organization (WHO)
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that aims to protect consumer health and promote fair practices in food trade.
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3 . Markets for farmers and consumers, not for speculators and

corporations (R RAIEREW T, MARLBIEMNAR KT

%4 : The impacts of the Ukraine crisis on food prices world-wide have highlighted just how
globalised the commodity flows have also become in the agrifood sector. This is of no
benefit to most farmers, our author maintains, and calls for a New Deal for agriculture.Food
prices surged world-wide after the Russian Army’s invasion of Ukraine in late February 2022.
Within a matter of weeks, the price of wheat rose from 260 euros a tonne to 430 euros,
while the Food Price Index of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) reached an
all-time high. At first glance, this comes as no surprise after all, Russia was the most
important wheat exporter, and Ukraine the fifth most important. Furthermore, Russia is the
world’s biggest exporter of fertiliser. Globally, around 50 countries import more than 30 per
cent of their wheat from Russia and Ukraine. A major world-wide famine seemed to be
looming.However, one year on, the war continues, Ukrainian exports have collapsed, and
the price of wheat has nevertheless returned to its pre-war level. Losses among Ukrainian
exports have been made up for by deliveries from other countries, including Russia. After
the long-awaited agreement on the resumption of Ukrainian grain exports via the Black Sea
ports had been signed, the first ship sent out came to a standstill in the Black Sea because
the Lebanese importer had changed his mind and no longer wanted the shipment he had
ordered several months previously. Initially, no one was willing to buy the consignment.At
the time, the European Union suspended its tariffs on food imports from Ukraine in order to
get them onto the world market via alternative ports in the EU. At least this was the idea
but now, Poland, Hungary and other eastern European countries started closing their
frontiers to cheap food imports from Ukraine. Instead of feeding a hungry world, the
Ukrainian imports were flooding markets in the East of the EU, forcing local prices down.The
good news is that the world markets have proved to be more resilient than expected, and
able to bear the impact of the war somehow. The bad news is that a global food system in
which precisely this seems surprising is not really sustainable. For already before the war
broke out, world food supplies had been in a severe state of crisis. By the time the war
started, two years of what had sometimes been erratic Covid-19 restrictions had already
massively harmed the livelihoods of the poor, even in countries which had imposed no
lockdowns or other such measures. Depending on sources, between 100 and 160 million
people had slid into extreme poverty from 2020 on. Around 2.3 billion people have no
access to adequate food, which is 320 million more than in 2019.

RIE: rural 21
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4 Food price inflation, its causes and speculation risks (£ 5 & E K «
R R AT LRBS)

f#j4>: Food prices are soaring across the world. The causes are a complex mix of global and
national factors and are not only related to disruptions through the Covid-19 pandemic and
the Ukraine war. Policy-makers and central banks need to counteract present food price
inflation trends and fight the consequences to reverse the current trend of increasing global
hunger, our authors maintain.The world economy is currently facing significant challenges:
high inflation, food and energy insecurity, elevated debt levels, tightened financial
conditions, volatility in capital flows and exchange rates, and the intensification of
geopolitical tensions. The sharp and persistent rise in inflation, which started in 2021 and
grew to distressing dimensions in 2022, is causing concern, above all for the world’s poor,
and is expected to increase food insecurity world-wide. The impact of inflation is not felt
equally across economies. Low- and middle-income countries tend to be more vulnerable to
high inflation than developed, richer countries, as lowest-income households in emerging
and developing economies spend roughly 50 per cent of their income on food, while the
highest-income households spend only 20 per cent. While higher food prices could benefit
food sellers in developing economies, most of the poor are net buyers of food, so food-price
spikes tend to have acute impacts on human health and living standards, increasing overall
poverty and amplifying the risks of social unrest and political instability. In 2022, 828 million
people were suffering from undernourishment, a 150 million increase from 2019, about 260
million were in acute hunger, and more than 3 billion people could not afford a healthy diet.
KIE: rural 21
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5 . Agrifood prices and international trade flows (VAR B #& A E
H 5 ah)

f&j41: The development of global food prices and their short-term volatility are viewed with
concern, as price increases indicate shortages and can have a direct impact on countries'
food security, which is a problem not only for low-income countries. Our authors
demonstrate which factors have a short- and long-term impact on agrifood prices and what
the role of trade is in this context.International trade facilitates the movement of food from
surplus to deficit regions, helping to alleviate food shortages and stabilise prices. However,
high trade dependence makes a country's food supply vulnerable to trade disruptions, as
seen recently during the Covid-19 crisis and the Ukraine-Russia conflict. Global trade in
agricultural commodities is an important aspect of agricultural production and consumption
and is growing, with the value of trade flows increasing fourfold over the past 20 years.The
most traded commodity groups by value are fruits and vegetables (23 %), cereals (14 %), fish
and meat (11 % each) and oilseeds (8%). At product level, the most traded product by value

BEHEN RERWVEWAIRRS RS http: //agri. ckcest. cn/



http://agri.ckcest.cn/
http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/10/2E/Csgk0GS6uzGAAyL3ACJ_dUnd6ak466.pdf

is the oil seed soy, followed by cereals wheat and maize. China is the world's largest
importer of soy. The country's large population, growing demand for meat products and
expanding livestock industry have led to a significant increase in soy imports. The largest
bilateral trade flows for any single commodity is soy from Brazil and the USA to China.
Chinese meat imports from Latin America and Europe are also considerable. Agricultural
trade is highly concentrated. While there is some variation between commodity groups, the
large majority of global agricultural trade is accounted for by just 11 countries. Trade shares
by commodity group and region are depicted in the Figure below.
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> #5F B
1 . FAO launches Action Plan for ambitious climate strategy (FE ¢ ZH 4R
Ja shEE LB SR ERESAT B THRI)

¥i/: Rome The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has
launched an Action Plan designed to support the implementation of its ambitious Strategy
on Climate Change 2022-2031. The Strategy, which was endorsed in June 2022 by FAQ's
executive body, the Council, envisages agrifood systems as sustainable, inclusive, resilient
and adaptive to climate change. Global agrifood systems, which encompass the production
of food and non-food agricultural products, as well as their storage, transportation,
processing, distribution, marketing, disposal and consumption, are currently responsible for
about a third of total greenhouse gas emissions. They are also one of the major victims of
the climate crisis. But agrifood systems also offer many solutions for confronting the climate
crisis, from building resilience and adaptation to mitigation and sequestration.The Strategy
aims to scale up the visibility, uptake and investment in these solution by contributing to
adaptive, resilient low-emission economies “while providing sufficient, safe and nutritious
foods for healthy diets, as well as other agricultural products and services, for present and
future generations, leaving no one behind.

FKIK: FAO
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> FwsN
1 . FAO at the UN Food Systems Summit+2 Stocktaking Moment (fRR
HSEB A ER A RAE ML B2 2 LR S)

f#j4>: Over three days, the high-level meeting aims to create a conducive space for
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countries to review progress on the commitments to action made at the first Food Systems
Summit in 2021, and identify successes, enduring bottlenecks and establishing
priorities.”The UNFSS+2 stocktaking meeting will be an important occasion to further
strengthen political commitment and pathways for implementation at global, national and
sub-national levels. The historic task we are facing is clear: defining a holistic, coordinated
and science based approach to make our agrifood systems more efficient, more inclusive,
more resilient and more sustainable, for better production, better nutrition, a better
environment and a better life, leaving no one behind,” the FAO Director-General said.The
event will also be an opportunity for countries to outline the work required to address some
of the challenges they face to transform their agrifood systems. These include the impacts
of conflicts and climate change as well as access to finance and other resources.

KIR: FAO
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