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3. Russia, Ukraine, and global food security

[ E P& & B3 BF 55 BT IFPRI ] Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and attacks on Ukraine’s
agricultural system have led to unprecedented impacts on global agricultural markets, food
security, and nutrition, writes CSIS in a piece on the current situation in Ukraine and how it
is affecting the world. "Since the implementation of the Black Sea Grain Initiative in August,
Ukraine has exported over 22 million tons of grains through the Black Sea ports of Odesa,

Chornomorsk, and Pivdennyi, which collectively handled approximately half of Ukraine’s
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pre-war maritime agricultural exports", says the article linking to a recent IFPRI issue post.
Speaking about the increase of staple foods prices, the article states that low-income
families shift consumption away from more nutritious food and toward less nutritious food.
"A recent analysis from the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) illustrates
this phenomenon. Prior to the war, Egypt, the world’s largest importer of wheat, procured
about 85 percent of its wheat imports from the Black Sea. War-related supply chain
disruptions and other factors have led to more than 30 percent increase in domestic food
prices. Across more than 6,000 low-income households across the country, IFPRI found that
85 percent of households consumed less meat and 75 percent of households consumed less
poultry and eggs, with price increases cited as the main reason for cutbacks. At the same
time, consumption of potatoes and pasta increased among 21 and 14 percent of households,
respectively. These shifts in consumption could worsen malnutrition across Egypt, including
anemia among women of reproductive age and overweight and obesity across the
population."
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5. Pork, milk price fluctuations harmful for rice bowls

[ china Daily=#[E H# M 1 Pork and milk play an important role in many people's diet, and
their production and sale benefit both producers and sellers. However, the recent
fluctuations in pork and milk prices have affected both producers and consumers. The
biggest challenge faced by producers is the uncertainty in the price, which prevents them
from planning their investments and production properly. This, in turn, exacerbates price
fluctuations at times.For consumers, wild fluctuations in price make it difficult for them to
prepare the household budget and ensure a healthy diet for the family at an affordable
price. And since milk is particularly important for children and the elderly, urgent policy
measures should be taken to stabilize the price of milk, along with that of pork.Pork and
milk prices across the country have been declining, and some pig and dairy farms appear to
be in the red, spreading panic in the market.According to the Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Affairs, the average price of live pigs in 30 provincial-level regions during the second
week of January was 16.29 yuan ($2.41) per kilogram after falling for 11 consecutive weeks,
and the average price of pork was 29.97 yuan per kg after falling for 10 weeks.During the
same period, the average price of milk in 10 major producing provinces and regions,
including Hebei and Shandong provinces, and the Inner Mongolia autonomous region, was
4.11 yuan per kg, down 0.2 percent from the previous week and 3.7 percent year-on-year.In
a recent price coordination meeting, Hebei authorities set a reference price for fresh milk at
4.10 yuan a kg, with the lowest being 3.93 yuan a kg. But farmers' association members
voluntarily proposed that the minimum price be lowered to 3.85 yuan a kg, which showed
farmers were willing to sell milk at a price lower than the local government's reference price
due to surplus production. And the Shandong provincial government set the reference price
of fresh milk at 3.85-4.10 yuan a kg for the first quarter of 2023.This shows the domestic
dairy industry is facing a serious production and marketing challenge.Also, there are many
factors behind the falling pork prices, with the main problem being an increase in pig supply
at a time when consumer demand is weak.In December, for example, some large pig farms
accelerated the pace of selling, with some farms stepping up the sale of both early pigs and
secondary fattening commercial pigs. And data show the output of live pigs in December
increased by 18.3 percent month-on-month, and 7.3 percent year-on-year.The fact that
China imported about 200,000 tons of pork in December, up 25 percent from October, and
the lingering pandemic forced people to avoid group dining and business gatherings, and
the demand for cured pork in South China is yet to pick up has also caused the decline in

pork prices.Different from the decline in pork prices, milk prices have been falling because



of both domestic and international factors. The COVID-19 pandemic and slow economic
growth have prompted people across the world to reduce the consumption of milk products,
and a large number of dairy farms have lowered the prices of their products to increase
sales.Data show the price of milk in China has been declining after reaching a record high of
4.38 yuan a kg in August 2021. To make matters worse for dairy farmers, the production
cost (mainly forage grass and feed) has been rising, further squeezing the profit margin of
small and medium-sized dairy farms.Also, the economic problems created by global
monetary expansion have affected the industry because dairy cows have a long breeding
cycle, which could lead to overcapacity.To stabilize pork and milk prices and facilitate the
development of the dairy industry, the authorities should consider taking the following
measures.First, digital platforms should be used to establish information-sharing
mechanisms and prevent information asymmetry. This is not difficult to do because Chinese
livestock and poultry departments have detailed livestock production and market data.But
many livestock farms, especially small and medium-sized livestock farms (households),
cannot access important information on time due to their limited knowledge. So related
departments should consider using short videos and official WeChat accounts to
disseminate information among livestock farmers in a timely manner.The proper analysis
and interpretation of information, and industrial policy and data will help farmers to
prepare in advance to deal with emergencies and plan their production in accordance with
market changes.Second, there is a need to establish a benefit-sharing mechanism between
processing enterprises and livestock farms, so as to reduce transaction costs and stabilize
the supply chains. Perhaps the enterprises and farmers should consider signing long-term
cooperation contracts and build long-term benefit link mechanisms so they can better tackle
emergencies.And third, the government should use loans, insurance, and other means to
support private enterprises, particularly small and medium-sized farms, to smooth their
operations against price shocks. For example, price insurance can be used to guarantee
livestock producers' income when prices go down below the cost of production.Finally, the
government should use the pork and milk powder reserves to ensure smooth market
operations. For example, when prices increase too high, the government can release pork or
milk from reserves to protect the interests of consumers. And when prices fall too low, the
government could purchase these products as reserves.

W

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202302/04/WS63ddac3aa31057c47ebace26.html



https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202302/04/WS63ddac3aa31057c47ebace26.html

[SCikE i ]
1. REENREHHELR AT Roma K A [ B NI SR
VB WOESR; RIERE
SCHRYE: ARJETEI83R,2023-03-03
EL: 2022405 1, EEEGFREAL H AR 5UE AN 5 EDRHE X 1134 [ 58 3 BN R 28 5
HEZR" IR FIERE . “BIURZ GRS A 9 S R OT Ji BDR X IR 5 S VR B R AR &R, AN
A BB, Ry LASE R 25400 56 R EOK DX sl BEHE 5 U7 58, A2 56 I FE BNR i DX XS
HSEFHATENNG, HAKR LA 0 RIE S T8 BENBERS E DX 742 SR
1) 5 U TE A LA K X 4845 ) ) J5E R 5 55 U T g R ANl e R RS2 o D R BN R 22 B HE SR
(U RTRESZIAAN PR, 3R N INPRA BT R S R, G — B EUCRIRCEP, HEHIX
BRI A 7 %7, MR EEE E AL T T B O R EE, DARCEPAINT, HED)
DI B R
3T
http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/03/55/Csgk0YhbPICAHdWAAA4zZmV__ N8382.pdf

2. HIRAEWRCKZHEER. FLAER. BibE NS LEREE

B =28

SCHRIR: TR K S 24 (R 2 B 724, 2023-03-01

W2 £ AFRRMELER R E T, AN et C e mEdE M ARt
KRR EL, HEBEACTRB AL 7 D A A 77 96 B K F SR BB Y A BRAL BN 51 LA BRI K
JERE T3 1] o B R A BRAAE 2 AR A A A 2 7™ IR B B, AR T3l Rk
okt Py stz o, PR Rl e 0 B v A S S B 2K AR S A R, LSRRk BER DL
il BN BRSO 6, SRR IR, s AT B T
WL SR BT, SCHUIRITE R

R
https://kns.cnki.net/kcms2/article/abstract?v=3uogqlhG8C44YLTIOAITRKu87-SJxoEJubLLIT

Jzd50kgie5AZ EV_05gMy6dV1QGZYW?2 E9kcDUSIpVHWEdKg-gvAqA7E]lj&uniplatform=N

ZKPT

3. Farm size limits agriculture's poverty reduction potential in Eastern India even with
irrigation-led intensification

CHRIE: Agricultural Systems,2023-02-24
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3. CONTEXTMillions of people living in the Eastern Gangetic Plains (EGP) of India engage
in agriculture to support their livelihoods yet are income poor, and food and climate
insecure. To address these challenges, policymakers and development programs invest in
irrigation-led agricultural intensification. However, the evidence for agricultural
intensification to lift farmers' incomes above the poverty line remains largely
anecdotal.OBJECTIVEThe main objective of this study is to use a large household survey (n =
15,572; rice: 8244, wheat: 7328; 2017/18) to assess the link between agricultural
intensification and personal daily incomes from farming (FPDI) in the rice-wheat systems of
the EGP the dominant cropping system of the region.METHODSWe use the Intensification
Benefit Index (IBl), a measure that relates farm size and household size to FPDI, to assess
how daily incomes from rice-wheat production change with irrigation-led intensification
across the EGP.RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONSRelative to the international poverty line of 1.90
Purchasing Power Parity (PPP)S day and accounting for variations in HH size in the analysis,
we found that small farm sizes limit the potential for agricultural intensification from
irrigation to transform the poverty status of households in the bottom three quartiles of the
IBI. The estimated median FPDI of households with intensified systems in the bottom three
quartiles is only 0.51 PPPS day (a 0.15 PPPS$ gain). The median FPDI increases to 2.10
PPPS day for households in the upper quartile of the IBI distribution (a 0.30 PPPS gain).
Irrigation-led agricultural intensification of rice-wheat systems in the EGP may provide
substantial benefits for resilience to climatic change and food security but achieving
meaningful poverty reduction will require complementary
investments.—1-1-1SIGNIFICANCETransforming the poverty status of most smallholder
farmers in the EGP requires diversified portfolios of rural on- and off-farm
income-generating opportunities. While bolstering food- and climate security, agronomic
intervention programs should consider smallholders' limited monetary incentives to invest
in intensification. Irrigation-led agricultural intensification programs and policies should
explicitly account for the heterogeneity in household resources, irrigation levels, and degree
of dependence on agricultural income.
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5. The Russia-Ukraine war: Implications for global and regional food security and potential
policy responses

WHERJE: Global Food Security,2023-02-12

i . This paper analyzes the implications of the Russian-Ukraine war on global and
regional food security. We start with a global vulnerability analysis to identify most
vulnerable regions and countries. The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region is
particularly vulnerable to trade shocks because of its high food import dependence. Thus,
we provide descriptive evidence characterizing how food systems and policies impact
vulnerability to the price shock in selected MENA countries: Egypt, Sudan, and Yemen.
Within these countries, we show that the crisis will differentially impact poor and non-poor
households as well as rural and urban households. Although the absolute level of food
insecurity may still be higher in rural areas where larger numbers of poor households are
located, urban poor are likely to suffer most because of the Russia-Ukraine crisis and
associated hikes in food prices, especially in those countries where social protection and
food subsidies are missing. We review lessons from previous food crises and identify actions
needed to take (and to avoid) to protect most vulnerable countries and households in the
short-term while also highlighting long-term policy options to diversify food, fertilizer and

energy production and trade.
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