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3. Asia-Pacific countries urged to rapidly transform agrifood systems as hopes fade for
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030

[E& EH WK HALLKFAO ] At a symposium convened by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) on agrifood systems transformation in Asia-Pacific,
governments, the private sector and other stakeholders are being urged to massively
accelerate transformation of their agrifood systems, or risk worsening malnutrition and
environmental degradation in the world’s most populous region.Rising food prices, floods,
drought, water scarcity, increasing climate-related disasters, the global pandemic and
conflicts, are driving food insecurity across the region. These challenges directly impact the
most vulnerable people, including smallholder farmers, others depending on the land for
their livelihoods and millions of urban poor.Changes in rainfall patterns, crucial for
agriculture in the monsoon region and in the frequencies and timings of pest and disease
outbreaks have combined to lower vyields. Asia and the Pacific already experiences 60
percent of global fatalities and 40 percent of economic losses due to multiple hazards and
risks.In - summary, the region’s complex agrifood systems are under enormous
strain.Asia-Pacific region first out of the gate following UN Food Systems SummitLast year,
caught in the grip of a global pandemic, world leaders pledged to transform their agrifood
systems to make them more efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable. Speaking at the
beginning of a three-day Asia-Pacific symposium, the world’s first since the UN Food
Systems Summit, which aims to fast-track agrifood systems transformation in this vast
region, FAQ’s Director-General, QU Dongyu, said the region’s transformation needs to focus
on outcomes that result in better production, better nutrition, a better environment, and a
better life for all ensuring no one is left behind.FAO has mapped out four priority areas in
which acceleration is needed:1. Providing immediate support to the vulnerable through
social protection systems, especially in rural areas and among vulnerable groups;2. Boosting
agricultural production by ensuring that family farmers have affordable access to seeds and
fertilizers, working capital and technical assistance, and links to markets;3. Facilitating trade
in agricultural products and inputs to prevent further disruptions to food production; and4.
Investing in climate-resilient agriculture to address and reverse the effects of the climate
crisis.The Director-General warned that the SDG’s would not be achievable unless there is a
collective will to defeat hunger, as a priority, in a post-pandemic region.Ongoing crises,
including the impacts of COVID-19, the climate crisis, droughts and floods, conflicts and war
have disrupted the world’s supply of grains and other essential commodities, Qu noted. The

result is “economic downturns and loss of jobs that pushed undernourishment from 8% to



almost 10% during the first year of the pandemic, with the number of undernourished that
has now grown by 150 million. The majority of this increase is in Asia and the Pacific,
accounting for nearly 85 million more people in hunger, as well as in Africa and Latin
America,” the FAO Director-General said. “To achieve the SDGs we need a major
transformation one that begins with the transformation of our agrifood systems to ensure
they can meet the present and future needs of all stakeholders and consumers.” Asia-Pacific
region dangerously backsliding on SDGsAccording to the recent UN 2022 Asia and the
Pacific Sustainable Development Goals Progress Report the region is so off course, it
would need until 2065 to achieve all 17 Sustainable Development Goals a delay of 35
years.The recent disruption to supply chains, lives and livelihoods has come together to

’

produce a crisis of five ‘Fs’ lack of food, feed, fuel, fertilizer and finance, and a prediction
that there could be reductions in cereal output next year due to fertilizer shortages in some
countries in the region.However, the backsliding predates even the pandemic, with
successive annual editions of FAQ’s flagship publication, the State of Food Security and
Nutrition warning the fight against hunger and malnutrition was failing in this region. In
2021, more than 400 million people in Asia-Pacific were malnourished, most of them in
South Asia, with 40 percent of all inhabitants unable to afford a healthy diet.In Asia and the
Pacific, now is the time to accelerate the agrifood systems transformation to leave no one
behindMore than 80 percent of the world’s smallholders and family farmers live off the land
in this Asia-Pacific region, and the Symposium was told their interests and livelihoods must
be safeguarded by measures including social safety nets and reskilling programmes to
improve employment prospects. FAO called for bold action by all stakeholders to transform
the region’s agrifood systems, saying governments must provide leadership; the private
sector must broaden its customer base to provide affordable solutions for smallholders; civil
society must work more proactively with policymakers and the private sector; academia
must accelerate research, while resource partners must make this transformation their top
priority, with FAO committed to helping its Members and partners achieve these objectives.
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5. Biden-Harris Administration Announces $502 Million for High-Speed Internet in Rural
Communities

[EE&VEFUSDA] U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack today
announced that the Department is awarding $502 million in loans and grants (PDF, 221 KB)
to provide high-speed internet access for rural residents and businesses in 20 states. The
funding is part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s commitment to investing in rural
infrastructure and providing reliable, affordable, high-speed internet for all. USDA is making
the investments through the third funding round of the ReConnect Program. The
Department will make additional investments for rural high-speed internet in the coming
months, including funding from President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, which
provides a historic $65 billion investment to expand affordable, high-speed internet to all
communities across the U.S.“President Biden’s commitment to high-speed internet in rural

communities is foundational to ensuring that the nation’s economy continues to expand
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from the bottom up and the middle out,” Vilsack said. “High-speed internet will improve the
rural economy. It will help rural businesses grow and get access to new markets. It will help
rural residents get access to more and better health care and educational opportunities.
USDA knows rural America is America’s backbone, and prosperity here means prosperity for
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all.”USDA is making 32 awards in Alabama, Alaska, California, Colorado, lllinois, lowa, Kansas,
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North Carolina, North
Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee, Texas and Wyoming. Many of the awards will help
rural people and businesses on Tribal lands and people in socially vulnerable
communities.As part of today’s announcement:In Michigan, the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of
Chippewa Indians is receiving a $25 million grant to connect 1,217 people and 26 businesses
to high-speed internet in Chippewa and Mackinac counties. The Tribe will make high-speed
internet affordable by requiring its service provider to participate in the Federal
Communications Commission’s (FCC) Affordable Connectivity Program, which provides a
discount of up to $30 per month or $75 per month for households on Tribal lands on
household’s internet bills, as well as the FCC'’s Lifeline Program. This project will serve Sault
Ste. Marie Off-Reservation Trust Land, the Sault Ste. Marie Reservation as well as socially
vulnerable communities in Chippewa and Mackinac counties.Net Vision Communications
LLC is receiving a $12.4 million loan to connect 4,587 people, 300 businesses, nine farms and
15 public schools to high-speed internet in Barton County, Missouri. This project will serve
socially vulnerable communities in the county.Oklahoma’s Southern Plains Cable LLC is
receiving an $8.1 million loan and an $8.1 million grant to deploy a fiber-to-the-premises
network that will connect 7,093 people, 230 businesses, six farms and 29 schools to
high-speed internet in Caddo, Comanche, Cotton and Grady counties. Southern Plains will
make high-speed internet affordable by participating in the FCC’s Affordable Connectivity
and Lifeline programs. This project will serve the Kiowa-Comanche-Apache-Fort Sill Apache
tribal statistical area as well as socially vulnerable communities in Cotton County.USDA has
announced $858 million in the third round of ReConnect funding so far and plans to make
more investment announcements under this program in the coming weeks. Today’s
announcement follows the Department’s July 28 announcement that it has invested $356
million through the ReConnect Program to help very rural residents and businesses in 11
states (PDF, 192 KB) gain access to high-speed internet.
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[SChREE ]
1. Global investment gap in agricultural research and innovation to meet Sustainable
Development Goals for hunger and Paris Agreement climate change mitigation
CRRJR: Frontiers In Sustainable Food Systems ,2022-10-05
% . This paper provides estimates of the global investment gap in agricultural research
and development (R&D) and innovation. The investment gap is defined as the additional
annual investments required to end hunger in 2030 (Sustainable Development Goal SDG2)
and to put agriculture on the pathway to the Paris Agreement target for 1.5°C increase over
pre-industrial temperature levels. The investment gap is projected relative to a reference
scenario with projections to 2030 using an integrated economic-biophysical model of the
global agri-food system. In addition to showing the impacts on hunger, the modeling results
are used to simulate the effect of the gap-closing investments on greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions from agriculture. In addition to projecting the impacts of overall investment in
agricultural R&D on productivity and environmental outcomes, the analysis assesses the
contributions of different types of innovative technologies and farming systems to the
environmental outcomes, especially technologies that contribute to sustainability outcomes.
Sustainability-oriented technologies and management practices examined include
conservation tillage, nitrogen-use efficiency, improved livestock management, and other
climate-smart technologies. The projected results show that additional agricultural R&D
investments of USD 4 billion per year above baseline investments together with USD 6.5
billion per year invested in technical climate-smart options, can reduce hunger to 5%
globally and achieve 2030 GHG emission reductions consistent with the Paris Agreement 2°C
and 1.5°C pathways to 2030.
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3. Capitalism and extreme poverty: A global analysis of real wages, human height, and
mortality since the long 16th century

SCERJR: World Development,2022-07-06

%% . This paper assesses claims that, prior to the 19th century, around 90% of the human
population lived in extreme poverty (defined as the inability to access essential goods), and
that global human welfare only began to improve with the rise of capitalism. These claims
rely on national accounts and PPP exchange rates that do not adequately capture changes in
people’s access to essential goods. We assess this narrative against extant data on three
empirical indicators of human welfare: real wages (with respect to a subsistence basket),
human height, and mortality. We ask whether these indicators improved or deteriorated
with the rise of capitalism in five world regions - Europe, Latin America, sub-Saharan Africa,
South Asia and China using the chronology put forward by world-systems theorists. The
evidence we review here points to three conclusions. (1) It is unlikely that 90% of the human
population lived in extreme poverty prior to the 19th century. Historically, unskilled urban
labourers in all regions tended to have wages high enough to support a family of four above
the poverty line by working 250 days or 12 months a year, except during periods of severe
social dislocation, such as famines, wars, and institutionalized dispossession  particularly
under colonialism. (2) The rise of capitalism caused a dramatic deterioration of human
welfare. In all regions studied here, incorporation into the capitalist world-system was
associated with a decline in wages to below subsistence, a deterioration in human stature,
and an upturn in premature mortality. In parts of South Asia, sub-Saharan Africa, and Latin
America, key welfare metrics have still not recovered. (3) Where progress has occurred,
significant improvements in human welfare began several centuries after the rise of
capitalism. In the core regions of Northwest Europe, progress began in the 1880s, while in
the periphery and semi-periphery it began in the mid-20th century, a period characterized
by the rise of anti-colonial and socialist political movements that redistributed incomes and
established public provisioning systems.
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