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2. FAO welcomes $83 million USA contribution to emergency and resilience programmes

(B & E R AR ZHLFAOIThe Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
today welcomed an $83 million contribution from the United States of America designed to
bolster the agency’s emergency and resilience programmes in Ethiopia, Afghanistan and
Sudan, as well as in Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Burkina Faso, the Sahel and the West
Africa region.It follows a recent commitment of $80 million from the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID) specifically focused on improving food security and
nutrition in Afghanistan.“We are grateful to the United States of America for this important
contribution towards FAQO’s mandate,” said FAO Director-General QU Dongyu.
“Safeguarding the rural livelihoods of the vulnerable is central to averting catastrophe and
saving lives through the development of local production. Such funding is critical to respond
agilely and at scale in food crisis contexts.”Given its mandate to end hunger, its
longstanding country presence, and its substantial expertise and experience in both
humanitarian and development contexts, FAO has a unique role to play in preventing and
addressing acute hunger and supporting countries that are experiencing food crises return
to a path of growth and prosperity.Protecting livelihoods by providing emergency
agricultural assistance from the onset of a crisis enables people to produce food and earn an
income, while a rapid and efficient response to agricultural threats and emergencies saves
lives, promotes recovery and reduces the gap between dependency on food assistance and
self-reliance.The new contribution was announced by Ambassador Cindy McCain,
Permanent Representative of the United States of America to the UN agencies in Rome. The
funds are designed to improve the availability and access to food in crises contexts, by
supplying aid and technical assistance to smallholder farmers and livestock-dependent
communities, focusing on crop and livestock production.The Unites States of America has
been the largest resource partner of FAO’s humanitarian and resilience programme since
2017. The latest contribution, part of the annual support from USAID’s Bureau for
Humanitarian Assistance, represents a three-fold increase in funds from the previous
year.Bolstering emergency and resilience effortsFAQ’s work in Ethiopia stands to receive
$32 million in emergency support to improve crop production in the Tigray region, where
conflict is a key driver of severe food shortages.FAO is already scaling up the urgent delivery
of fertilizers in the northern Ethiopian region to help farmers sow their fields in the midst of
the crucial planting season. The new funds will facilitate the targeted distribution of
agricultural inputs, such as fertilizers and seeds, and the training of 344 000 households

(involving an estimated 1 720 000 people) on fertilizer application and handling, good



agronomic practices, post-harvest handling and value addition. A further $30 million of the
USA contribution announced today have been earmarked for emergency livelihood
assistance to safeguard food and nutrition security in Afghanistan, where local food
production and the incomes of the most vulnerable rural families have been affected by
multiple shocks, including back-to-back droughts and a deepening economic crisis.More
than 70 percent of Afghans live in rural areas, and millions of men, women and children
could face catastrophe in 2022 unless agriculture and livestock production are continuously
supported.FAO plans to use the funds there to improve the food and nutrition security
status of 2 065 000 vulnerable and marginalized people through the distribution of winter
wheat cultivation packages, a livestock protection package for herders in areas affected by
drought, and multi-purpose cash transfers to households without access to land and limited
labour force within the family.An additional $15 million have been earmarked to bolster
food security and livelihoods in Sudan, while the remaining amounts will target people in
need in Burkina Faso and the region of West Africa and help mitigate the impact of an
outbreak of African Swine Fever in Haiti and the Dominican Republic.
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4. Fight heat waves to ensure food security

[ China Daily] Intense heat waves have hit many parts of the world, including the United
States, many European countries, East and Central Africa, India, Pakistan, Chile, the Republic
of Korea and southern China.Very high temperatures combined with rain shortfall have
caused severe droughts, lowered water levels in rivers and reservoirs, and hastened the
melting of glaciers in many parts of the world, which could seriously affect global grain
output and, along with the lingering COVID-19 pandemic, the Russia-Ukraine conflict, and
high global inflation and economic downturn, exacerbate food security risks.According to
the UN Food and Agriculture Organization’s Crop Prospects and Food Situation, issued last
month, precipitation in Somalia, northern and eastern Kenya and southern Ethiopia was
unusually low from March to May, leading to crop failure. As a result, cereal production in
Somalia is expected to be 40-60 percent below average.ln pastoral areas, dry weather has
been hampering the regeneration of pastures and the replenishment of the underground
water table, severely affecting herds and causing widespread livestock deaths. In fact,
Ethiopia has lost about 2.5 million animals, Somalia 3 million and Kenya more than 1.5
million, and the figures are expected to increase in the coming monthsWorse, by the end of
June, the number of food-insecure people in Kenya, Somalia and southern Ethiopia had
reached 16.5 million, up 80 percent year-on-year.But Africa is not the lone victim of the high
temperatures and heat waves. Extreme heat and widespread droughts have seriously
affected agricultural production in the European Union, according to the US Department of
Agriculture. In the 2022-23 market year, corn production in the EU is expected decline by
15.5 percent to 60 million tons — 10 percent below the past five years’ annual average. And
the wheat output of 132.1 million tons is expected to be 4.5 percent lower
year-on-year.Wheat output in India and Pakistan, too, is likely to decline — by 6 percent and
3.9 percent, respectively — while corn output could fall by 4.6 percent and 6.3 percent.As
such, food prices are expected to rise further in the fall, exacerbating the cost-of-living
crisis.As for China, the summer grain harvest this year was 147 million metric tons, up 1
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eastern, southern and southwestern parts of the country have been experiencing unusually
high temperatures since July, a trend that meteorologists say is likely to continue.According
to the Ministry of Water Resources, drought has affected 32.99 million mu (2.2 million
hectares) of arable land, 2.46 million people, and 350,000 farm animals in nine provinces,
including Anhui, Jiangxi, Hubei, Hunan and Sichuan provinces, and Chongging municipality.
To deal with the situation, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs has dispatched
provincial liaison groups and scientific and technological experts to key fall grain producing
areas, especially those severely affected.Also, on Aug. 11, the State Flood Control and
Drought Relief Headquarters launched a four-level emergency response mechanism to
better manage drought-resistant water sources, implement emergency water supply
measures, and ensure water supply for irrigation, in order to minimize the effects of the dry
weather on agriculture. Also, the central finance and disaster relief authorities have
released about 500 million yuan to support drought relief work.However, high temperatures
are not exceptional to this year. As a matter of fact, extreme heat could become the new
normal, with more frequent, longer lasting heat waves. The UN Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change has warned that if global temperatures rise by 1.5 degrees Celsius, heat
waves will increase, and summers will be longer and winters shorter. And if global
temperatures were to rise by 2 C, extreme heat could cause serious health issues both for
humans, agriculture and livestock.Besides, studies show that adapting to and fighting
climate change is becoming increasingly costly, with Africa facing the biggest threat to food
security.So China, while intensifying efforts to cope with extreme heat and ensure a bumper
grain harvest in the fall, should play a bigger role in global food security governance and
strengthen cooperation with the international community to minimize the negative impacts
on global food security.First, there is an urgent need for the international community to
provide assistance where needed including supplying food to the affected regions in Africa,
establishing social safety nets, and safeguarding the livelihoods of poor families, given the
funding gap in the World Food Programme this year — the WFP needs $22.2 billion to help
152 million people in need but is facing a fund shortage.Second, the Chinese authorities
should strengthen research and development and increase investment in green
technologies, climate-resistant crops and strengthen management. Chinese scientists have
already developed new strains of heat-resistant and higher yield rice, The high-temperature
resistance genes are already conserved in other major crops, such as wheat, corn, soybean
and vegetables, and are valuable resources for breeding high heat stress tolerant crops to

reduce crop losses caused by rising temperature.Third, infrastructure construction should



be expedited to improve “drought irrigation and flood drainage” during extreme weather
events, so crop output is not affected.Fourth, the authorities also need to take measures to
improve the agriculture and food production systems in order to reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions, because the global agriculture and agri-food sector accounts for a third of
the total GHG emissions.Fifth, agricultural insurance and green finance should be used to
strengthen climate risk management and safeguard agriculture. For example, China’s central
financial agricultural insurance premium subsidy of 33.3 billion yuan ($4.8 billion) in 2021
helped protect farmers against natural disasters, allowing them to be better cope with
climate risks.
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3. Does the Belt and Road Initiative Promote Green Innovation Quality? Evidence from
Chinese Cities

CHERJE:  Sustainability,2022-05-17

% B . When formulating international economic cooperation agreements, policymakers
should consider not only their economic promotion effects but also their impact on green
development. This paper is an examination of whether the Belt and Road Initiative
contributes to green innovation quality. Objectively assessing the green innovation
promotion effects of its implementation is not only important for its completion and
improvement in the future, but also to verify whether the Belt and Road Initiative promotes
sustainable development in participating regions. A difference-in-difference model was
constructed using the data of 291 cities in China from 2008 to 2019. The results show the
following: (1) the Initiative has significantly improved the quality of green innovation in
cities along the Belt and Road; (2) a series of robustness tests showed that the main results
are highly robust; (3) the Belt and Road Initiative has a significant policy spillover
effect—while improving the quality of local green innovation, it can also significantly
promote the quality of green innovation in surrounding areas. This paper has reference
significance for further understanding the policy effect of China’s Belt and Road Initiative
and the promotion and strengthening of subsequent policies.
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5. The spatial heterogeneity and time-varying nature of FDI determinants: evidence from
China

SCERJE: Journal of the Asia Pacific Economy,2022-04-21

% % . This article explores the spatial heterogeneity and time-varying nature of FDI
determinants. It also examines the impact of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) on regional
FDI inflows. Applying both the long-term static model and the short-term dynamic model to
a provincial-level dataset in China over the 19792018 period, we find that FDI is positively
affected by market size, labour costs, openness, transport infrastructure, human capital,
and the exchange rate, but negatively affected by population, and more importantly, these
effects are heterogeneous across regions and over different time periods. We also find that
provinces directly involved in the BRI became less attractive to foreign investors after the
launch of the BRI in 2013.
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