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4. Tigray: FAO scales up procurement of fertilizers thanks to a $10 million loan from the

UN Central Emergency Response Fund
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[ B4 E AR A& HHFA0 ] In Tigray, northern Ethiopia, FAO is scaling up the urgent
procurement of fertilizers to help farmers sow their fields in the midst of the critical planting
season thanks to a $10 million loan recently approved by the United Nations’ Central
Emergency Response Fund (CERF).The loan, which forms part of resource partners’
commitments, is helping FAO to accelerate the procurement and delivery of crucial
agricultural inputs to Tigray, particularly fertilizers, which must be delivered and applied by
end of August 2022.The provision of fertilizer will help restore the productive capacity of
farmers in Tigray, where, as is the case in all regions affected by internal conflict, there has
been widespread disruption of agricultural activities, elevated levels of acute food insecurity,
and loss of livelihoods since November 2020.“We are grateful to our resource partners, and
to CERF for recognizing the need to act swiftly in supporting own food production in Tigray
to avert the worrying levels of acute food insecurity,” said David Phiri, FAO Subregional
Coordinator for eastern Africa and Representative for Ethiopia a.i.. “If farmers receive the
inputs they need, they will be able to harvest and begin consuming this produce from
October 2022. These harvests would cover their food needs for at least six months, and in
the best case scenario, up to the next harvest for a significant proportion of the households,
with surplus to sell,” he added.There is a small window of opportunity to prevent severe
hunger by delivering critical agricultural inputs and enable farmers to produce sufficient
amount of food for the population thus averting a potential increase in humanitarian
needs,” said Rein Paulsen, the Director of FAQ’s Office of Emergencies and Resilience.
Agriculture is the main source of livelihoods for up to 80 percent of Ethiopians, especially
those living in rural areas, and their produce feeds the nation. The Meher season is the most
important season for crop production in Tigray. With the rainfall performing well and the
outlook foreseen to be favourable, the season offers a crucial and cost-effective opportunity
to improve food production and hence food availability across the region.To date, FAO and
partners have procured just over 19 000 tonnes of fertilizer (40 percent of requirements),
enough to meet the fertilizer needs of approximately 380 000 households. A first batch of
more than 7 000 tonnes has already been distributed to farmers in Tigray.The loan from the
CERF, together with a similar loan by FAO, has enabled FAO to procure the additional 12 000
tonnes of fertilizer. These loans are against funding being secured from a bilateral donor,
which will be communicated separately once Agreement finalized.The 19 000 tonnes of
fertilizer were procured through the Ethiopian Government; and the Government has
indicated that more fertilizer could be made available should FAO and partners mobilize

further funding.FAO and partners aim at providing the total requirements of 60 000 tonnes



to Tigray, funds allowing.FAO has benefited from CERF loan facility twice in the past: in 2020
in support of FAO’s Desert Locust control operations in the Horn of Africa and also in 2017
for Somalia to avert the risk of famine.
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3. COVID- 19, food insecurity and dietary diversity of households: Survey evidence from
Nigeria

SCHRYE: Food Security,2022-08-16

%% . The policy measures of the government of Nigeria to restrain the spread of COVID-19,
particularly in the initial three months (April June 2020) led to significant disruptions to
household livelihoods and food security. We investigate the effects of COVID-19 on food
security and dietary diversity of households; focusing on the pathways through which
income loss, endowments of wealth, social capital, and safety net programs moderate the
severity of households’ food security and dietary diversity. Primary data obtained from a
telephone survey of 1,031 Nigerian households were analyzed using ordered logit and
negative binomial models. Our results show that income losses due to the COVID-19
restrictive measures had pushed households into a more severe food insecurity and less
diverse nutritional outcomes. Regarding wealth effects, livestock ownership significantly
cushioned households from falling into a more severe food insecurity amid the pandemic.
We found that because of the pandemic’s indiscriminate effect across communities, the
potential of social capital as an informal support mechanism might have been eroded to
enable households to cope with shocks. Furthermore, safety net programs by the
government and NGOs did not provide significant protection to households from falling into
severe food insecurity and malnutrition amid the pandemic. We suggest three policy
propositions  prioritize investment in local job creation to curb income loss; build the
wealth base of households (e.g., land tenure security or livestock) to enhance resilience to
shocks; and target safety nets and other social support programs spatially, temporally, and
across social groups to enhance the effectiveness of such programs amid shocks.
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4. Regional Sustainability of Logistics Efficiency in China along the Belt and Road Initiative
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Considering Carbon Emissions

SCHRYE:  Sustainability ,2022-08-03

%% The Belt and Road Initiative puts higher requirements for the logistics industry. As one
of the most energy-consuming industries, logistics is a high-carbon emission industry. Its
impact on the environment cannot be ignored. In this context, how to respond to the “Belt
and Road” under the concept of sustainable development, to promote the logistics industry
to achieve “low consumption, low emissions, high efficiency” of regional sustainability, has
become the most important development of China’s logistics industry. Therefore, based on
previous research, this paper establishes an inputoutput index system and uses the
SBM-DEA model and Malmquist index model to analyze the efficiency of low-carbon
logistics in 17 provinces from 2006 to 2020, explore the overall level of the logistics and the
factors affecting efficiency, and compare the efficiency in different periods and regions.
Then, through the Tobit regression model, the four main factors affecting the efficiency of
the logistics industry are analyzed. The results show that: (1) The highest value of
low-carbon logistics efficiency of each province is 1.0000, and the lowest value is only
0.0944. The difference in logistics efficiency values among provinces is large, so there is
great room for improvement and development potential. (2) From 2006 to 2020, the
low-carbon logistics efficiency of the regions showed an overall upward trend, and the Ml
index values of each province reached or approached the DEA effective state. Among them,
technological progress has a promoting effect, while scale and pure technical efficiency have
hindered the efficiency growth. (3) Economic growth and industry structure have a positive
effect, while energy consumption and government expenditure are negatively correlated
with efficiency.
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1. How the United Kingdom benefits from investments in CGIAR research
RATE:  E R & s BOERHE T TIFPRI
RAGHSIE]: 2022-07-31
%L, FAO’s The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World report (FAO et al. 2020)
emphasizes the gradually increasing trend of hunger, measured by the prevalence of
undernourishment, since 2014. The global reversal in the declining trend in hunger prior to
2014 can be attributed to a number of factors—conflicts, climate-related shocks,
biodiversity loss, and economic slowdowns. The scale and pace of the challenges we face in
global, regional, national, and local food systems are unprecedented (Fan and Swinnen
2020). More recently, the COVID-19 pandemic has likely added to and exacerbated the
existing challenges to feeding the growing global population. The extent of its impact is
largely unknown, however. Since this report was prepared, the Russian invasion of Ukraine
and the related food crisis have added to these threats to food security. These challenges
are widespread and have implications for the entire planet. Thus, combating hunger calls for
global collective action and it is in the United Kingdom’s (UK) national interest to continue
its decades-long engagement in the global effort to reduce hunger and undernutrition.
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