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4. Biden-Harris Administration Announces $401 Million for High-Speed Internet Access in
Rural Areas

[EE &M EPUSDA] U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack today
announced that the Department is investing $401 million to provide access to high-speed
internet (PDF, 187 KB) for 31,000 rural residents and businesses in 11 states, part of the
Biden-Harris Administration’s commitment to investing in rural infrastructure and
affordable high-speed internet for all. This announcement includes a group of investments
from the ReConnect Program, and an award funded through USDA’s Telecommunications
Infrastructure Loan and Loan Guarantee program.The Department will make additional
investments for rural high-speed internet later this summer, including ReConnect Program
funding from President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, which provides a historic $65

billion investment to expand affordable, high-speed internet to all communities across the
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U.S.“Connectivity is critical to economic success in rural America,” Vilsack said. “The internet
is vital to our growth and continues to act as a catalyst for our prosperity. From the farm to
the school, from households to international markets, connectivity drives positive change in
our communities. The investments | am announcing today will help 31,000 people and
businesses in large and diverse regions across the country access new and critical
opportunities. Under the leadership of President Biden and Vice President Harris, USDA
knows rural America is America’s backbone, and prosperity here means prosperity for
all.”USDA is supporting high-speed internet investments in Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas,
California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada, North Dakota and Texas
through today’s announcement. Several awards will help rural people and businesses on
Tribal lands and those in socially vulnerable communities.
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5. Europe and Central Asia: Promoting green agriculture to transform local agrifood
systems

[BXE ER A ZHZFAO IThe Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
today launched in the Europe and Central Asia region the Global Action on Green
Development of Special Agricultural Products: One Country One Priority Product. This global
initiative aims to make agrifood systems more efficient, inclusive, resilient, and
sustainable.Introduced by FAQ’s Director-General in September 2021, One Country One
Priority Product focuses on greening and promoting sustainable value chains of special
agricultural products local products with a special value that have not been mainstreamed
in agricultural research and development. The FAO initiative brings them to the fore and
accelerates their contribution towards improved food security, nutrition, and livelihoods.At
the virtual launch today, a broad range of actors from Europe and Central Asia learned
about the One Country One Priority Product, laid out their priorities and comparative
advantages in the food and agriculture sectors, and discussed opportunities for increased
alignment. Participants included government representatives, development partners,
research institutions, civil society, and the private sector.“The One Country One Priority
Product initiative seeks to optimize production processes, minimize negative impacts on the

environment, and maximize productivity for a given product,” said FAO Deputy
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Director-General Beth Bechdol in her opening remarks. “The initiative blends traditional
knowledge with science, innovation, and technology to redesign value chains for the
integration of special agricultural products into national, regional, and even global
markets.”The focus on special agricultural products is strategic FAO seeks to raise the
attention they deserve.“They are hidden treasures with unique qualities and special
characteristics, associated with healthy diets, geographical locations, the sustainable
farming practices that are used in their production, or the unique contribution they provide
to cultural heritage,” said FAO economist Pedro Arias,. “These special products are often
produced, processed, and traded locally by small-scale actors and marginalized producers,
including women. These groups of vulnerable people are waiting for something like One
Country One Priority Product to help them in their efforts to integrate their special products
into growing markets,” he added.Countries of Europe and Central Asia have diverse and rich
agricultural heritage and production systems that, combined with green development, offer
great opportunities for policy-makers, development partners, and value chain actors to join
forces in transforming agrifood systems into being environmentally sustainable, socially
inclusive, and economically viable.Informed by the holistic vision of the FAO Strategic
Framework for 202231, the One Country One Priority Product initiative is one of the
solutions that FAO put forward to support the transformation to more efficient, inclusive,
resilient, and sustainable agrifood systems for better production, better nutrition, a better
environment, and a better life leaving no one behind.
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2. Public food procurement from family farming: A food system and social network
perspective

SCHRYE: Food Policy,2022-08-03

%%, There is promising evidence that public food procurement from family farming (PFPF)
can serve as a powerful policy instrument in transitions towards more sustainable food
systems. Despite the evidence around PFPF, there is lack of systemic and actor-oriented
approaches analysing the relational and interactional dynamics among the multiple and
diverse sets of actors in PFPF programs. In this paper, we address this gap by presenting an
integrative framework that brings together food systems research, innovation studies and
social network analysis, to assess the role of actor networks in PFPF. To illustrate the
usefulness of the framework, we present the case of public procurement from family
farming in Uruguay. We show how the framework has potential to: highlight the
composition and diversity of networks of actors in PFPF; unravel individual and network
barriers faced by actors in food systems; and, identify how interactions and (intermediary
and brokerage) roles of network actors stimulate innovation or block the changes that are
needed for PFPF to catalyse the transition towards sustainable food systems.
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3. Gender and vulnerable employment in the developing world: Evidence from global
microdata
SCERJR: World Development,2022-08-02

% % . This paper investigates gender inequality in vulnerable employment: forms of
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employment typically featuring high precariousness, inadequate earnings, and lack of
decent working conditions. Using a large collection of harmonized household surveys from
developing countries, we measure long-term trends, describe geographical patterns, and
estimate correlates of gender inequalities in vulnerable employment. Conditional on
individual and household characteristics, women are 7 percentage points more likely to be
in vulnerable employment than men. The experiences of marriage and parenthood are
important drivers of this gender gap. Across countries, the gender gap is smaller in richer
countries, with lower fertility rates, and more gender-egalitarian laws, particularly those
laws regulating marriage, parenthood, access to assets, and access to entrepreneurship.
Since the 1990s, rising levels of female education and rapidly falling fertility have pulled
women away from vulnerable employment at a faster rate than men. However, that process
is largely exhausted, with current levels of the gender gap in vulnerable employment being
almost entirely unexplained by standard labour supply factors.
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