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4. High level policy forum: Encouraging continued food systems transformation in the
ASEAN region in the wake of COVID-19

[ = Br & & SR B 7T BT IFPRI] Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) member
states (AMS) have experienced rapid economic growth in recent years, and with their work
toward food systems transformation have made significant progress toward meeting
Sustainable Development Goal 2 (SDG2) targets of ending hunger, food insecurity, and
malnutrition by 2030. Yet many food system challenges remain, driven by effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic, rising global food prices, and other problems. ASEAN food value chains
are growing more internationalized in an environment of global economic stresses and
uncertainty, raising questions about how best to achieve structural change.The
recently-concluded Agricultural Transformation and Market Integration in the ASEAN region
(ATMI-ASEAN) project, launched in 2016, focused on strengthening member states’ capacity
to develop effective food security and agricultural policies. On June 1-2, project participants
and experts met in a high-level policy forum in Hanoi to discuss the project’s five years of
rigorous research studies, and ways to continue its momentum through an extended
network of policy actors and analysts.The hybrid event brought together more than 250
stakeholders, including representatives from the Viet Nam Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development, Cambodia Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries (MAFF), Myanmar
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, and Irrigation (MoALl) Myanmar, regional farmer
organizations, research institutions, donors, and civil society. Following are highlights from
key speakers:Shahidur Rashid, IFPRI South Asia Director, said the project has done
remarkably well on generating evidence, fostering partnership and in developing outreach
with ASEAN country policymakers. “The evidence that we have generated and partnership

we have established with national institutions needs continued engagement,” Rashid said.
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To sustain the project’s work and momentum, and facilitate continuing policy dialogues and
stakeholder engagement, he said, organizers are setting up a Network of Policy Advisors and
Analysts in the ASEAN region (NePAAA).Tran Cong Thang, Director-General, Institute of
Policy and Strategy for Agriculture and Rural Development (IPSARD) emphasized that the
project’s research findings and policy recommendations are particularly timely for ASEAN
countries, as the region continues the process of economic integration—for example, using
economic integration as a development strategy, participating in evolving global value
chains and emerging large trading arrangements like Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP).the project has developed national and regional roadmaps for ASEAN
countries; the latter aim to enhance cooperation among AMS through strategic programs
and measures in the areas of R&D, food safety and quality standards, and investments in
agrifood enterprises.Glenn B. Gregorio, Director, Southeast Asian Regional Center for
Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA), said: “As we showcase
evidence-based policy insights best practices and roadmap recommendation to promote
small holders’ inclusiveness &hellip; the pandemic has highlighted the need for agricultural
transformation and market integration.” Member states must continue to communicate
and have friendly competition based on improving productivity, and strengthen their
collaborative efforts, he said.Roehlano M. Briones, Senior Research Fellow, Philippine
Institute for Development Studies (PIDS), who led the maize and meat regional roadmap
exercises, shared some of the resulting recommendations. Integrated investments along the
maize and meat value chain, along with public private farmer partnerships, should be
encouraged, he stressed, and small farmer organizations and especially small farmers
themselves included in these partnerships.“We need to create a viable system for
addressing transboundary concerns related to plant animal and human health.
Mainstreaming regional cooperation is something that is quite crucial’ to guide and energize
the continued growth and emergence of a region rich intra ASEAN regional trade in maize
and meat.” Briones said.Abdel Karim Sma, IFAD Lead Regional Economist, stressed that the
project’s evidence demonstrates participating countries are moving in the right direction.
However, stakeholders will have to work together to build on the evidence to develop a
coherent roadmap.“l would say integration in the ASEAN countries is not a luxury but critical
necessity. We are witnessing transformation of inherently complex food systems against the
backdrop of a heightened turbulence and impact of climate change,” said Sma.A key
component of the project focused on the market integration of Cambodia, Lao PDR,

Myanmar, Viet Nam, and the Philippines with ASEAN and its other top trading partners. The



studies conducted for the project have found that the exports of all AMS are competitive in
ASEAN markets and have high export potential. The findings suggest countries should target
commodities and markets in which export potential is high and measured competition is
low to achieve higher returns for agricultural producers.ATMI-ASEAN analyses suggest that
structural transformation in the project focal countries is positively driven by agricultural
productivity, terms of trade, and public investments in infrastructure, with little role for
rural to urban migration or market integration. Efficient, sustainable, and inclusive growth
requires more investment in agricultural research and extension systems; and diversifying
production portfolios toward higher-value food commodities, by strengthening institutions
that link farmers to more profitable markets. Investing in post-harvest infrastructure for
food processing is also essential.
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4. Are agro-clusters pro-poor? Evidence from Ethiopia

HRJE: Journal of Agricultural Economics,2022-05-31

i . Governments and development agencies increasingly promote agro-clusters as a
pathway to improving smallholder incomes and ensuring inclusive rural development
through mitigating production and market risks. However, there is very limited empirical
evidence to support this promise. We use a large farm household survey of about 4000
smallholder farmers in Ethiopia growing cereals like teff, maize, wheat, maltbarley and
sesame to examine the relationship between agro-clusters and smallholder welfare and
poverty. Using instrumental variable estimators, we establish a positive association between
agro-clusters, household income and per capita income. Agro-clusters are also shown to
reduce poverty and poverty gaps. Our results are robust over different agro-cluster proxies
and alternative estimators, such as the augmented inverse probability weighting estimator.
We also show that our findings are unlikely to be driven by omitted variable bias. Moving
beyond average effects and in the interest of understanding heterogeneous effects, we use
quantile regressions at different income levels. We find that agro-clusters are associated
with welfare gains for all households. However, the most significant gains are observed for
the wealthier households. Despite this regressive association, our findings suggest that
agro-clusters may be useful in making farming more profitable with significant welfare
implications.
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5. The vital roles of blue foods in the global food system

WHRJE: Global Food Security,2022-04-15

5 EL. Blue foods play a central role in food and nutrition security for billions of people and
are a cornerstone of the livelihoods, economies, and cultures of many coastal and riparian
communities. Blue foods are extraordinarily diverse, are often rich in essential

micronutrients and fatty acids, and can often be produced in ways that are more
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environmentally sustainable than terrestrial animal-source foods. Capture fisheries
constitute the largest wild-food resource for human extraction that would be challenging to
replace. Yet, despite their unique value, blue foods have often been left out of food system
analyses, policies, and investments. Here, we focus on three imperatives for realizing the
potential of blue foods: (1) Bring blue foods into the heart of food system decision-making;
(2) Protect and develop the potential of blue foods to help end malnutrition; and (3)
Support the central role of small-scale actors in fisheries and aquaculture. Recognition of
the importance of blue foods for food and nutrition security constitutes a critical
justification to preserve the integrity and diversity of aquatic species and ecosystems.
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1. 2022 China and Global Food Policy Report: Reforming agricultural support policies to
promote agrifood systems transformation
RATIE:  [H bR shBOR B ST FTIFPRI
JA[A]: 2022-06-30
f5#L. Over the past several decades, the world has made substantial progress in improving
global food security. Yet due to a combination of crises and other problems, the number of
hungry people in the world has been rising since 2015; currently the figure is approximately
800 million. Meanwhile, China's agrifood systems face a number of urgent challenges and
must be transformed to focus on more nutritious and healthy foods, as well as green,
low-carbon, efficient, resilient, and inclusive production and distribution.The
newly-published 2022 China and Global Food Policy Report examines how China can achieve
that transformation, focusing on the evolution and reform of agricultural support policies
and analyzing their impacts on nutrition and health, resources and environment, carbon
emissions, common prosperity, and international trade. The report is a joint project of the
Academy of Global Food Economics and Policy (AGFEP) of China Agricultural University, the
China Academy of Rural Development (CARD) of Zhejiang University, the Center for
International Food and Agricultural Economics (CIFAE) of Nanjing Agricultural University, the
Institute of Agricultural Economics and Development (IAED) of the Chinese Academy of
Agricultural Sciences (CAAS), and IFPRI.
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