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3. Somalia: New data show how drought in the Horn of Africa is driving up acute hunger
(B & E R AR ZHLFAOIThe Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
today warned that dire new hunger data out of Somalia sheds additional light on extended
drought’s crippling impacts on the Horn of Africa region and underscores the criticality of
large-scale agricultural aid to keep rural families self-reliant, fed, and in their home areas.
The latest Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) assessment in Somalia now
indicates that the number of people experiencing crisis, emergency, or catastrophe levels of
hunger is poised to surpass 6 million people between now and June representing a
staggering 38 percent of the country’s population. Additionally, the analysis suggests that as
many as 81 000 people in specific hunger hot spots are likely to experience death and
starvation. “These highly alarming figures are the strongest indicator to date of a worsening
situation. Across the Horn, millions of people are at risk of falling into ever-more severe
levels of hunger due to the cascading effects that drought is having on people’s livelihoods,
household productive assets, and local food production,” said Rein Paulsen, FAO Director of

Emergencies. This is an unprecedented fourth season of drought to hit these communities,
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alongside other impacts like conflict, COVID-19, macroeconomic challenges, and a recent
desert locust upsurge, Paulsen noted. As a result, people’s means to produce food and earn
income are stretched to the breaking point. Prior to the release of the new Somalia data,
between 13.1 14.1 million people in the region were estimated to be facing crisis or worse
levels (according to the IPC classification system) of acute insecurity through May 2022
solely as a result of the drought. This included 5.5 6.5 million people in southern Ethiopia,
4.1 million people in Somalia and 3.5 million people in Kenya. If the new Somalia IPC
numbers were factored in, this regional estimate would rise to 15 16 million people. Given
a poor start of the rains and bleak forecasts for the remainder of the rainy season, it is not
looking likely that the ongoing spring rains will provide much relief. “The only way to
prevent a catastrophic food crisis from breaking and driving rural displacement is to act now
at scale to enable farmers and pastoralists to feed their families, keep life-sustaining animals
watered, healthy and productive, and avoid selling-off other key productive assets to pay for
their next meal,” said Paulsen. Agricultural aid critical to resilience underfunded On 17
January 2022, FAO launched an urgent appeal for $138 million in humanitarian funding
aimed at providing a range of relief to pastoralist and farming families whose livelihoods are
being shredded by drought. Key element of FAO’s response plan includes a range of
support measures. Activities including keeping pastoralists’ animals alive and productive by
providing feed, water, and veterinary care; distributing drought-tolerant early-maturing
varieties of sorghum, maize, cowpea and other beans and vegetables to families that
practice cropping, and implementing cash transfers and cash-for-work programmes to
ensure the most vulnerable can access food (learn more). To date, however, the
Organization has only secured S50 million in contributions. FAQ’s experience in the region
during the response to the Desert Locust upsurge that broke out in 2020 showed that by
acting at scale to reinforce rural communities, who bear the full brunt when major shocks
hit, it is possible to avert food crises, according to Paulsen. “Unlike then, when
eye-popping hordes of locusts descended overnight on pastures and fields, today we are
witnessing a slow-onset disaster that regrettably does not seem to command the same
attention,” he said. “But make no mistake: the scale of the devastation in terms of hunger
and lost livelihoods, if more is not done to support rural communities now, will be
appalling,” Paulsen added.
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4. COVID-19 in rural Africa: Food access disruptions, food insecurity and coping strategies
in Kenya, Namibia, and Tanzania

CRRJE: Agricultural Economics,2022-04-11
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% %L This study assesses the extent of COVID-19-related food insecurity in Kenya, Tanzania,
and Namibia. Using the Household Food Insecurity Access Scale, we measure food insecurity
in various dimensions and document several food access disruptions associated with the
COVID-19 pandemic between April and July 2020. Furthermore, we assess the association of
COVID-19 countermeasures with the adoption of various strategies in line with the coping
strategies index. We rely on a unique phone survey that followed households who
participated in an earlier field-based survey. First, through Ordinary Least-Squares and
Probit regressions, we show a strong and statistically significant association between
COVID-19 countermeasures and food access disruptions and food insecurity in each of the
three countries. We then use a multivariate probit regression model to understand the use
of the various coping strategies, including reducing food intake, increasing food search, and
relying more on less nutritious foods. We provide evidence on the complementarities and
trade-offs in using these coping strategies. COVID-19 and related lockdown measures
coincided with a deleterious increase in food insecurity in rural Africa.
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5. Trade-related food policies in a more volatile climate and trade environment

HRYE: food policy,2022-03-26

f # . Providing affordable access to enough healthy and safe food for an
ever-more-affluent and growing world population has become more challenging in the face
of climate change, rising income inequality and a more uncertain global trade environment.
Agriculture is expected to contribute more, but is under pressure in both high-income and
developing countries to do so more sustainably and inclusively. This paper reviews the roles
of food policy in this changing setting. It begins by revisiting the case for keeping food
markets open to international trade, investment and technology transfer, and concludes
that openness is even more important, especially for developing countries, as the climate
becomes warmer and more volatile. It then summarizes trade-related food policy
developments globally in the 50 years prior to the global financial crisis, and in the
price-spike periods since then. The current situation is calling for more action including
from agriculture to mitigate climate change and biodiversity loss. The scope for
re-purposing food policies to better meet these demands is then assessed. It proposes some

alternatives to current measures that could better achieve national societal objectives while
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simultaneously benefitting the rest of the world in terms of easing natural resource and
environmental stresses and reducing national and global poverty, food and nutrition
insecurity, and inequalities in income, wealth and health. The review concludes by noting
areas where further research could facilitate such transformations in food policies.
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1. IFPRI key facts series: Food and nutrition security
RATIE: EBR BRI IFPRI
RATHE ] 2022-04-01
%% This is a second Food and Nutrition Key Facts sheet in a series of Key Facts sheets that
IFPRI is producing based on Integrated Household Surveys (IHS). The purpose of the series is
to present data relevant to key policy issues on agriculture, food systems, and development
topics in Malawi. While the proportion of households with very low food security status
increased between 2010/11 and 2019/20, the proportion of households with high food
security status declined in the same period. The most common reason for inadequate food
consumption in 2010/11 and 2019/20 was lack of farm inputs. In 2016/17 drought was the
most common reason due to the drought in the preceding farming season. There was a
temporary decrease in food security and dietary diversity in 2016/17, which was also likely
due to the drought. The most common food insecurity coping mechanism in all survey years
was reliance on less preferred or less expensive foods. Overall, households had to resort to
negative coping strategies more often in 2016/17 than in 2010/11 and 2019/20. Although
nearly three quarters of households (70%) had an acceptable food consumption status as
measured by the Food Consumption Score, most households failed to reach the
recommended intake of energy and most micronutrients in 2019/20. The prevalence of
stunting among children between 6 and 59 months of age remains high in Malawi at 26.7%
in 2019/20.
i
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