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3. USDA Announces Plans for $250 Million Investment to Support Innovative
American-made Fertilizer to give US Farmers more choices in the Marketplace

[ E & EH USDA] The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is announcing it will
support additional fertilizer production for American farmers to address rising costs,
including the impact of Putin’s price hike on farmers, and spur competition. USDA will make
available $250 million through a new grant program this summer to support independent,
innovative and sustainable American fertilizer production to supply American farmers.
Additionally, to address growing competition concerns in the agricultural supply chain,
USDA will launch a public inquiry seeking information regarding seeds and agricultural
inputs, fertilizer, and retail markets.“Recent supply chain disruptions from the global
pandemic to Putin’s unprovoked war against Ukraine have shown just how important it is to
invest in this crucial link in the agricultural supply chain here at home,” said Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack, “The planned investment is one example of many Biden-Harris
Administration initiatives to bring production and jobs back to the United States, promote
competition, and support American goods and services. As the President said [at the State
of the Union], we are working to rebuild the economy towards resilience, security, and
sustainability, and this support to provide domestic, sustainable and independent choices

for fertilizer supplies is part of that effort. In addition to the jobs, lower costs and more
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reliable supply, increased investment in the domestic fertilizer industry will help address
climate change by reducing the greenhouse gas emissions associated with transportation,
while also fostering more sustainable production methods and more precise
application.”Fertilizer prices have more than doubled since last year due to many factors
including Putin’s price hike, a limited supply of the relevant minerals and high energy costs,
high global demand and agricultural commodity prices, reliance on fertilizer imports, and
lack of competition in the fertilizer industry.The United States is a major importer and
dependent on foreign fertilizer and is the second or third top importer for each of the three
major components of fertilizer. The top producers of the major components of fertilizer
include China, Russia, Canada and Morocco, with Belarus also providing a significant share
of potash.USDA will use funds from the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) set aside in
September for market disruptions to develop a grant program that provides ‘gap’ financing
to bring new, independent domestic production capacity on-line—similar to the recently
announced meat and poultry grants that are designed to promote competition and
resilience in that sector.The new program will support fertilizer production that
is:independent  outside the dominant fertilizer suppliers, increasing competition in a
concentrated market; Made in America  produced in the United States by domestic
companies, creating good-paying jobs at home and reducing the reliance on potentially
unstable or inconsistent foreign supplies;innovative improve upon fertilizer production
methods to jump start the next generation of fertilizers; Sustainablereduces the greenhouse
gas impact of transportation, production, and use through renewable energy sources,
feedstocks, formulations, and incentivizing greater precision in fertilizer use;Farmer-focused
like other Commodity Credit Corporation investments, a driving factor will be providing
support and opportunities for U.S. agriculture commodity producers.Details on the
application process will be announced in the summer of 2022, with the first awards
expected before the end of 2022.Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is engaged in
a whole-of-government effort to combat the climate crisis and conserve and protect our
nation’s lands, biodiversity and natural resources including our soil, air and water.
Successfully meeting these challenges will require coordination and partnerships with
stakeholders throughout the supply chain such as the planned investment in innovative
domestic fertilizer production.This effort is also part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s
whole-of-government effort to promote competition, including in agricultural markets. As
part of its efforts to enhance fair and competitive markets, USDA is requesting comments

and information from the public about the impacts of concentration and market power in



fertilizer, seeds and other agricultural inputs, and retail. With these RFls, USDA is also
seeking information on competition and market access for farmers and ranchers, new and
growing market competitors, especially small and medium-sized enterprises, and more
about the context for these markets for farmers. The inquiry stems from the July 9, 2021,
Executive Order on “Promoting Competition in the American Economy,” which created a
White House Competition Council and directed federal agency actions to enhance fairness
and competition across America’s economy.“Concentrated market structures and
potentially anticompetitive practices leave America’s farmers, businesses, and consumers
facing higher costs, fewer choices and less control about where to buy and sell, and reduced
innovation—ultimately making it harder for those who grow our food to survive,” said
Secretary Vilsack. “As | talk to farmers, ranchers and agriculture and food companies about
the recent market challenges, | hear significant concerns about whether large companies
along the supply chain are taking advantage of the situation by increasing profits—not just
responding to supply and demand or passing along the costs.”
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5. Ukraine crisis drives wheat prices up to 14-year high

[ 4 & H ## China Daily ] Wheat prices have soared, with global food inflation impacted
amid the Russia-Ukraine crisis that has severely impeded trade from Black Sea ports.Prices
for wheat surged to a 14-year high last week, leading to costs that will inevitably be passed
on to consumers worldwide, reported Reuters.It said the global Chicago benchmark wheat

trading price jumped by 40 percent, which is likely to further drive up global food
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inflation.Russia and Ukraine supply almost one third of the world's wheat exports, said the
Financial Times, noting that Black Sea ports were now at a "virtual standstill".Julie Marshall,
spokesperson for the World Food Programme, told Reuters that supply disruptions from
Russia and Ukraine would effect millions of people, with the Middle East and North Africa
especially vulnerable.Analysts and food aid organizations were cited by the FT as saying the
biggest impact will be on poorer nations."This is an unnecessary shock of mega
proportions," said Arif Husain, chief economist at the UN World Food Programme. "The war
is only going to exacerbate the cost of food," said Ismail Kemaloglu, the former head of the
state Turkish Grain Board and now the director of the consultancy IK Tarimussu.Agricultural
experts warned of the impact of delayed shipments from the region. Joseph Glauber,
former chief economist at the United States Department of Agriculture, told the FT that
countries are "going to have to find different suppliers and all that means higher
prices".Reuters noted that global stocks of major wheat exporters were already low prior to
the crisis. It cited data from the International Grains Council showing supplies in the
European Union, Russia, the US, Canada, Ukraine, Argentina, Australia and Kazakhstan
would drop to a nine-year low of 57 million tonnes by the end of the 2021-22 season.The
cost of oil and gas has also surged due to some Western countries' sanctions against Russia,
said Reuters, and it noted that shipping freight costs were already at record highs due to
COVID-19 pandemic-related supply chain disruption.
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4. Research on the competitiveness and influencing factors of agricultural products trade

between China and the countries along the “Belt and Road”
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WRRJE: Alexandria Engineering Journal,2022-03-08

% E . The countries along the “Belt and Road” are important cooperation regions for
China's agricultural trade. The examination of agricultural trade competitiveness and its
influencing elements between China and nations along the “Belt and Road” serves as a
guide for China's international agricultural cooperation with these countries. The
competitiveness of agricultural goods trade between China and nations along the “Belt and
Road” was estimated using the MS index, RSCA index, CA index, and TC index from 2001 to
2019, and the variables influencing agricultural trade competitiveness were experimentally
studied. The findings reveal considerable disparities in agricultural product trade
competitiveness between China and the areas and countries along the route. Central and
Southeast Asia, South Asia, and Central and Eastern Europe are competitive, but China,
Central Asia, Mongolia, Russia, and West Asia and the Middle East are weak. Twelve
countires, including Thailand and Myanmar, are competitive, while China, Russia, and
Kazakhstan are weak. Due to the presence of more common land in China and countries
along the route, the scale of the agricultural economy, farm households' agricultural input,
labor productivity, land productivity, and trade openness have a positive and significant
impact on trade competitiveness, but the conditions of land resources and government
agricultural input have a negative and significant impact. The lack of integration of resources
and financial resources into competitiveness has resulted from a mismatch of resources and
government agriculture investment. The main focus of policy should be on strengthening
economic and trade exchanges with regions that have high agricultural trade
competitiveness, actively pursuing international agricultural production capacity
cooperation, and promoting multilateral and regional trade and investment preferential
systems.
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5. Agroecological education for food sovereignty: Insights from formal and non-formal
spheres in Brazil and Spain

SCHAYE:  Journal of Rural Studies,2021-12-01

5. In a context of re-definition of what is Agroecology, we reflect on the characteristics
of an agroecological education for food sovereignty (AEFS). To do this, we analyse four

courses self-claiming to have a food sovereignty focus in the formal and non-formal spheres
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in Brazil and Spain by answering three questions: “from where” (motivations and actors
promoting it), “who” (teachers, students), and “how” (pedagogies). We describe the
commonalities and differences among them and show that in developing AEFS, the most
important question is the from where. However, important differences may exist between
the formal and non-formal spheres, mostly in the who and the how. AEFS in the classroom is
based on di&aacute;logo de saberes, participatory methodologies and dynamics with a
rotational focus (alternancia) on learning from the dialectic between theory and practice
and reflection and action. Furthermore, the emotional and organizational spaces are as
important as the “official” content of the course. We conclude that despite existing barriers
to follow some of pedagogical tools in the formal sphere, it is possible to develop AEFS with
a focus on transformative education.
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