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1 . USDA to Invest up to $225 Million in Partner-Driven Conservation on
Agricultural and Forest Land

[USDA] The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced up to $225 million in available
funding for conservation partners through the Regional Conservation Partnership
Program (RCPP). RCPP is a partner-driven program that leverages collective resources
to find solutions to address natural resource challenges on agricultural land. This year’ s
funding announcements include opportunities for projects that address climate change,

benefit historically underserved producers and support urban agriculture.

%
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/13/usda-invest-225-

million-partner-driven-conservation-agricultural




2 . USDA Offers Expanded Conservation Program Opportunities to Support
Climate Smart Agriculture in 2022

[USDA] The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) is announcing several new and expanded opportunities for climate smart
agriculture in 2022. Updates include nationwide availability of the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP) Conservation Incentive Contracts option, a new and
streamlined EQIP Cover Crop Initiative, and added flexibilities for producers to easily re-
enroll in the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP). These improvements to NRCS'’
working lands conservation programs, combined with continued program opportunities
in all states, are part of the Biden-Harris Administration’ s broader effort to support

climate-smart agriculture.
i
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/10/usda-offers-expanded-

conservation-program-opportunities-support

3 . Charcoal Production in Palestinian villages - The Paradox of resistance to
innovation driving rural development

#RJR © Journal of Rural Studies,2022-01-18

E . An attempt to implement new charcoal-production technology in Palestinian
villages in the West Bank, Jenin area, is examined in this research. The ‘retort’ system
avoided air pollution associated with traditional kilns by recycling flue gases. The attempt
was made against the backdrop of the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict and life under
Israeli military rule. The study analyzes the relationship between supporters and
opponents of the new technology and the moves leading to rural development. Based
on a survey, in-depth interviews and field observations, the research identifies
environmental, political, socio-cultural and economic interests, power relations and the
interdependence between conflicting parties. The findings reveal the leading hamulas'
(extended families) use of resistance tactics against the technology to preserve their
dominant status within the socio-cultural structure, while traditional kiln usage was
prevented by Israel. As a consequence, new strategies were adopted by various parties.
Flexible negotiation led to an agreed resolution that opened new opportunities of social
mobility and brought economic and environmental prosperity to the rural area. The study

contributes to the resistance to innovation theory in traditional rural communities.
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http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1l/M00/03/1E/CsgkOWHoLUOACV05AB2i9vfveqE587.pdf




4 . City region thinking, a zombie idea in regional and rural development?
Scotland and Finland compared

X#kJE : Journal of Rural Studies,2022-01-08

#@E : Both regional and rural development have enduring “received wisdoms” to
which wise practitioners and policy makers pay lip-service. In the case of the latter the
role of land-based industries as drivers of the rural economy is ignored at peril, whilst
regional policy makers must pay their respects to cities and towns as the engines of
growth. We suggest that city region thinking isa “zombie idea” , which refuses to die,
though unsupported by evidence. In this paper we trace the influence of city region
thinking in the context of rural Scotland and Finland and explore the way in which it
coexists with rural development policy. These two case studies provide examples of
different approaches to reconciling the received wisdom and traditions of regional/urban
and rural development policy. City region thinking is influential in both countries, but
policy legacies and governance structures lead to different outcomes. We suggest that
city region thinking may become increasingly anachronistic in the post-Covid world and
needs to be superseded by rural/regional development paradigms fully refreshed by

evidence of twenty-first century rural-urban relationships.
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http://agri.ckcest.cn/filel/M00/0F/EF/CsgkOGHoLfaAJrb2AAintFfw7js952.pdf
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