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5. Covid-19 has been devastating for the UN’s 2030 Sustainable Development Goals
[IFAZ: & 1 IFA Magazine reported that the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are
now in real jeopardy of not meeting their 2030 deadline thanks to the Covid-19 pandemic,
according to Sarvjeev S. Sidhu CFA, Head of Emerging Markets Strategy at Aegon Asset
Management. According to IFPRI, "persons without social protection were particularly
vulnerable to Covid-19. An additional 150 million people are falling into extreme poverty
and food insecurity. They face hunger and malnutrition, delaying the achievement of SDG 1
(no poverty) and SDG 2 (zero hunger). “The inequalities within national borders and
amongst countries is set to deepen, comprising the achievement of SDG 10 (reduced
inequalities). The lack of adequate public health infrastructure, pre-existing health problems,
and inability to work due to mobility restrictions has negatively impacted SDG 3 (health and

well-being).”
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6. COVID-19 disruptions to health and nutrition services in Uttar Pradesh, India

[ E & WBUEME R FFIFPRI] The COVID-19 pandemic has led to major disruptions in
preventive health and nutrition services around the world, posing particular risks for
vulnerable groups such as young children and pregnant women. Early estimates suggest
that these disruptions could lead to more than 1 million additional child deaths and more
than 56,000 additional maternal deaths worldwide. Problems exist in both supply and
demand of health and nutrition services. In India, supply disruptions, travel restrictions, and
reduced health worker mobilization have exacerbated these risks. On the demand side,
households have faced their own obstacles to accessing such services as they confront the
pandemic’s negative impacts on livelihoods, employment, food security, and health. To
respond to these dire circumstances, the Indian government has taken several measures to
ensure the continued delivery of essential services during the pandemic. Thus far, however,
very few rigorous empirical investigations have evaluated the impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic in India on public health and nutrition services.In a recent paper in the Journal of
Nutrition, we quantify these effects in Uttar Pradesh, a populous state with over 200 million
people. We found that the pandemic caused disruptions to both the supply of and demand
for health services that persisted past the lifting of lockdown measures. A particular
problem was beneficiaries failing to use available program offerings. Despite frontline
health workers’ many efforts to adapt services to pandemic conditions, beneficiaries
remained fearful of COVID-19 infection and used those services at significantly lower rates
than before the pandemic. This suggests that investments should be targeted at
encouraging beneficiary populations along with putting in place adequate safety measures
to inspire confidence in them to safely return to health and nutrition services. This study is
based on a survey of frontline health workers and mothers conducted at three critical time
periods: Before the start of COVID-19 in December 2019, during India’s nationwide
lockdown in April 2020, and after the lockdown was lifted in July 2020. To confirm the
trends from our survey data, we used longitudinal administrative health data and conducted
in-depth interviews with key government staff at the sub-district level.During the lockdown,

almost all services ceased. Only 4% of frontline health workers provided services at
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community health and nutrition events, 29% conducted home visits, 1% continued
antenatal care, and 5% monitored child growth, corresponding to reductions in the
provision of these services ranging from 50 to 99 percentage points. These substantial
declines stemmed partly from the challenges that frontline workers encountered during the
pandemic, with 42% reporting having to walk long distances, 29% reporting a lack of
transportation, and 26% reporting a lack of personal protective equipment (PPE). By July
2020 (post-lockdown), most services had resumed but their availability was still lower than
during the pre-pandemic period.At the onset of the pandemic, frontline health workers
adapted their services in a number of ways, including delivering food and micronutrient
supplements to homes, ensuring social distancing, using PPE for both workers and
beneficiaries, and using phones to coordinate services. In addition, interviews with
government staff showed that a key adaptation strategy was prioritizing the most
vulnerable beneficiaries.In contrast to other studies suggesting that a lack of training limited
frontline health workers’ ability to perform duties during the pandemic, most frontline
workers in our study were well-trained and had adequate knowledge of COVID-19. However,
many reported receiving inadequate supplies of PPE and little overtime or hazard pay,
hindering their work. Other factors contributing to service disruption included labor and
supply shortages, increased workloads among frontline workers, lack of transportation, and
poor cooperation from beneficiaries. On the demand side, the study found a substantial
reduction of between 40 and 80 percentage points in household use of these services
during the lockdown—without much improvement after it ended. Respondents cited fear of
infection, resistance to meeting frontline workers, and lack of available services or providers
as key reasons. The only service with increased utilization was food rations, which points to
the importance of social protection programs during the pandemic.These results show the
importance of stimulating demand for health and nutrition services as the pandemic
continues and social distancing measures evolve. While countries and communities
continue their efforts to find ways to alleviate pandemic induced economic shocks and job
losses, which have indirect implications on health and nutrition outcomes, it is imperative to
continue to strengthen delivery of routine health and nutrition services and to support
communities to use them.
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7. FAO calls for renewed digital push in Small Island Developing States battered by

COoVID-19

[ B4 EAR R HALFAO] The Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO), QU Dongyu, today called on Small Island Developing States (SIDS)
to foster the power of innovation and digitalization to accelerate the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 1 (No poverty), SDG 2 (No hunger)
and SDG 10 (Reduced inequalities).Qu spoke at the opening of the two-day virtual SIDS
Solutions Forum (30-31 August), co-hosted by FAO and the Government of Fiji. Heads of
State and Government from nine Pacific Island countries attended or were represented at
the high-level event, as well as government ministers holding key portfolios related to
agriculture, food, nutrition, environment, health, and information and communications
technology. African and Caribbean nations were also represented.FAO is committed to
building a world free from hunger and malnutrition, "where no one is left behind regardless
of land size, population and geographic location," Qu said in an address to the opening
session. Today's meeting is an "example of how innovation and digitalization bring
opportunities in the face of challenges." "Advances in digital innovation have seen the vast
oceans that separate us give way to vast possibilities. Alone, we are small islands. Together,
we are one connected continent bound by a spirit of innovative resilience," said Josaia V.
Bainimarama, Prime Minister of Fiji. "Our 39 states, from the South Pacific, to the Caribbean,
to the Indian Ocean, are home to incredible minds, cutting edge innovation and deep
traditional knowledge." The President of the UN General Assembly, Abdulla Shahid, Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Maldives, delivered the Forum's keynote speech, noting it was the first
of its kind and was taking place during challenging times."The SIDS Solutions Forum is
unique. In the midst of a global pandemic, the virtual nature of the conference benefits SIDS
across the globe that have been badly affected by geographical isolation, travel restrictions
and border lockdowns," said Shahid. "The innovations, solutions and ideas to be shared at
this forum should help SIDS to leapfrog through expanded digitalization and innovations to
accelerate the achievement of the agriculture, food and nutrition related SDGs." The
special case for a SIDS Solutions ForumDotted across the globe, small in size and population,
more than three-dozen Small Island Developing States have been badly affected by
COVID-19 on a number of fronts - health-wise, nutritionally and economically. SIDS in the
Pacific have been hit especially hard because of their reliance on tourism, with the closure

of borders resulting in the loss of crucial revenue.Even before COVID-19 battered their



economies, Pacific SIDS were already dealing with other challenges such as frequent natural
disasters, the effects of climate change, limited arable land, dependence on small-scale
agriculture, high-priced imports, and a high prevalence of non-communicable diseases, such
as heart disease and Type 2 Diabetes. All of these issues have hampered their progress
toward achieving the 2030 SDG targets.The SIDS Solutions Forum has created a space for
government leaders, development partners, farmers, fishers, community development
practitioners and leaders, entrepreneurs, women and youth to discuss, share, promote and
encourage homegrown and imported solutions to respond to the challenges posed by
COVID-19 and several of those that pre-existed the pandemic. The ultimate goal is to
accelerate the achievement of agriculture, food and nutrition-related SDGs.The two-day
virtual summit, which took place ahead of the United Nations General Assembly in
September in New York, was organized in partnership with the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU). It was also attended by representatives from the private
sector, civil society, UN organizations, international and regional development agencies,
inter-governmental entities and others, making this a truly global event. The objective of the
SIDS Solutions Forum was to examine workable and replicable solutions that will lead to
better production, better nutrition, a better environment and a better life for the people of
SIDS everywhere.Digitalization and innovation - a new platform for SIDS to share knowledge
and solutionsDigital technologies are transforming agri-food systems. While this is an
important development everywhere, it is of great importance to remote areas such as SIDS.
The expansion of mobile technologies, remote-sensing services and distributed computing
are already improving smallholders' access to information, inputs and markets, increasing
production and productivity, streamlining supply chains, reducing operational costs, and
consequently enabling farmers to gain more economically. Robotics and artificial
intelligence are examples of how digital innovation supports farmers in the management of
herds and crops. While presently SIDS may find themselves distant from these advanced
technologies, they may well be interested in learning about such trends. Digital innovation
holds the potential to unlock employment opportunities, bridge the rural divide and
empower youth and women to access information, technology and markets. Sharing these
rapidly evolving digital innovations will also accelerate progress toward achieving the SDGs
in SIDS.To this effect, the FAO Director-General launched the SIDS Solutions Platform during
the opening session of the Forum. The platform will allow SIDS to share the many solutions
and innovations that are either homegrown or generated from similar situations elsewhere

and that have the potential to be scaled up.Such a tool should help SIDS "enhance the



benefits of digital agriculture and leapfrog by learning from their peers, while addressing
potential concerns," Qu said. "We need science, technology and innovation for the
transformation to more efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable agri-food systems."
2

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1436827/icode/

8. ARMERLETEEF KRR LA

LR Y 95 P07 41 H ATiaEfR, AR E R fa 0] ook m sk . BT
HRATTRINFR, 20304F N R A B H oG B BUN 2Bk = KE B4 H IR M HA
ST ) I R SRR, A AT R A A — BR B R AT N R T RO [ R B O
IEAEM A Ko AR M7 A SR Ge Al BP 0 (R AR #R, &EIEES
FRIETCRIBRIC AR S o T8 T SN E 7 R ImIm R AR RS Bon, TEHZ A 1 &
A TARE T, 30% M NF RSB ERRMHERFF AR T . 20004, BEHAHARTSEH
WAL WOT T ANRMERCFSR: . HILER, NSRS 2ema 5 BRI E ks, A
B T S AR B AN Bl w] BEASKT B2 T, FEHESN 3 0 S R S &Rl B R e RS
ARG THETT R AE T EEAER o rh N BROR A [ Br Bt sk 78 B A A 1) B [ BreAb 4
B (RID M20104E 55 —ZF1110.0224 T 22 20204 55 PU 2 /5 1195.02,  104F [E] 18K T 11250
5. RE SR ERMEIER51.27. Moo bR fbiag2e. 1740 L A7 2200, (HE &k
i H ot E PRtk e 54,00 358 [H bk F6 504.15, 834N ZFE 7F 1 B E PR 1% MHES A7 41
B=o AR W, ERAM S AT R RE TN, TR R T EPR R R A
AWHETE, CAVIPHRE N —FEA P ER A M ER e ERS, AHLER, AL
TILsi: BB—, RRAEFEEMERMOGER, PESFKRELEEK, AA
R BRAIR A 7 ISR E . ARl R I B Bk, ARG R AR . AN
W HEM™IRR RS 5T, P EBSESIREEAT A S i — R K, T A
BT B N R T % 7 B K [ B0 SN AT E o B8, i [ G 28 R e /RSP TBUR) R
N B TIB AP 7 4 BRYE B N 28 SRR B2 () 07 R RE . EBSIEA ) AR M7 1H, 455
MRS AR At EARMEMAE ST, ANRTAX P EE#RT (oDD MM E
BBt (PDD PR, HRE ARG T @GRS HERE, BA TIPS
B, FTAEN TR RS R, N R MR st =2 2] [H bR 5% Fhk . fE2IRINE
k250, BEE N R TINER B (SDR) , A BT A BRI A 4 AR M 201 64F 1)
907.81¢.3 JuHY £ 20204F:1112694.914.36 7T, LI T L0 FRIGK. HAT, CA751
B SR DXCHE N R IS i 8 o 28 =, NIRRT B b A 15 Bl i il 2 15 7K ST AN i
The WAt m EHP . NRTFEFATIEARY K, ERANRTEIMIA. 2R


http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1436827/icode/

X T s N R T8 a, SRS XA Pt & i R EE, 108 KA
R MBS A, B AR MEHAS (aps) EIFBER AR, ~NAR Tl
FSAER] . 40T, SEREFmEAFE:, AR MEAGAR T ORIFRRIRRE, J5
A= —H EEF M. TR0 H R 2 5 e F 8 R IR I AT B, A [
LU SR RTIET 2, AN B B T S AT B R R, T ELIE BRI A
GBI AT A SR BES BN SRS T SN 5 S BLE R K, SepRA) A gt
AR, MARTDERMIRME T RIGFMEFRE. _ NRMMMERRE. EErhE
N, Ebr&RTimA I ERs, TR SURZETE, 3 E GONM X AT TS
AN TR TVBUR, HEATHEEH A0 & B . e R ECR A T IER X, AR TR
TCRMS IR, — AWML E PR & 1E. 20085 LK, FEARMTE 4 S5# 30
AN ] ZRH - DX ) o JUARAT BB T Y RS T XA T B b, i AR R R IA AU
PR N T A DA S T2 0 7 N B T T 3 B A 3 o X B 15 B AN Bl T 2k 52 2 4%
PHERIML, REANR MR gtss, i E LA N R MRS R Re T, B s
R, AT AR AIE L. AR E R —A KR, W EZ25E K
J& . Tt A g SR AR . Ak, BEREAFHhAEE N R bR, FREMEILCR L
ANT7H: WER =P, AHES) AR TER Syt S Risg 5 FVE 76 2% 7 TH R 1 B
i B NR MBS R O, MR AT BB R e, fem AR M5
AN S TR ), EH WA S EAESE, RPN KE KRG IR Z .
L

https://www.yidaiyilu.gov.cn/xwzx/gnxw/185051.htm

9. Extraordinary COVID-19 social support programs in South Africa yield economic benefits
during the pandemic period

[ E & AECEBEFEHTIFPRI] Almost 18 months after the onset of economic downturns
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, many countries are struggling with uneven recoveries
across sectors, as some types of workers and industries are better able to resume their
activities than others. Even in the best-case scenarios this recovery would have been
precarious, but the spread of new virus variants has cast doubt on the hopes for rapid
reopening and recovery, especially for low and middle income countries with low
vaccination rates.South Africa is now experiencing a third wave of COVID-19 infections,
accompanied by renewed restrictions on movement and economic activity. Due to the Delta
variant’s strong transmissibility, cases have risen dramatically in the province of Gauteng,

home to Johannesburg and more than a quarter of the country’s population, and
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neighboring provinces such as the Western Cape and the North West. In addition to the
third wave, recent political violence may have further disrupted recovery. Coping with these
challenges and encouraging a strong recovery will require policies that support the
populations most vulnerable to them. In a new discussion paper, we outline the results of a
detailed Social Accounting Matrix (SAM) modeling exercise on the near-term economic
impacts of extending social support programs in South Africa—finding such action can lead
to greater GDP growth, among other outcomes.South Africa’s economic growth was
sluggish and unemployment and poverty were high even before the pandemic. Following
extensive restrictions to contain the spread of COVID-19, GDP fell by 17.8% year-on-year in
the second quarter of 2020. Economic activity improved in subsequent quarters as
lockdowns were eased.Overall, GDP in the first quarter of 2021 remained a full 3% below
that of the first quarter of 2019. While an improvement from 2020, South Africa remains in
a deep recession by historical standards. The Delta variant-driven third wave that began in
June 2021 prompted the government to reintroduce restrictions at a higher alert level. This
situation is likely to produce a limited recovery, or even some backsliding, until a substantial
share of the population becomes vaccinated. Currently, only 7.2% of South Africans are fully
vaccinated.As part of its pandemic response, the government implemented aggressive
intervention policies to support the incomes of vulnerable groups such as children, the
elderly, and disabled people. It increased the levels of existing social grants and introduced
a temporary Social Relief of Distress (SRD) fund to support unemployed people not covered
by other social grants or unemployment insurance. The government was able to do this
relatively quickly, as the infrastructure for disbursing grants was already in place. However,
top-ups to existing grants ended in October 2020, while the SRD grants were discontinued in
April 2021. Thus, vulnerable households entered the new lockdown with a smaller safety
net. Almost one fifth of households in South Africa report social grants to be their main
source of income. The NIDS-CRAM studies show that household and child hunger remain
elevated a year after the pandemic started. We analyzed the impact of extending income
support to vulnerable households through the third quarter of 2021, focusing our analysis
on two alternative interventions. In the first, we consider a continuation of SRD support and
COVID-19 supplements to social grants for a full year through September 2021 (full
intervention). In the second, we consider a continuation of SRD support alone (reduced
intervention). We also consider three funding mechanisms: An increase in government debt;
increasing taxes on high-income households; or reallocating funds from regular government

spending.
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10. Funding boost for farmers to tackle water pollution

[EEFE. BEAERNESE] Farmers across the country will be given additional
support to take action to reduce water and air pollution from their land, the Government
has announced today (2 August).Over the last 15 years, the Catchment Sensitive Farming
(CSF) programme has been one of the main ways to help farmers tackle pollution which
results from manure, fertiliser and soil running off into rivers when it rains.The programme
which is a partnership between Defra, Natural England and the Environment Agency
provides free 1-2-1 advice to farmers to help them reduce water and air pollution through
management of farmyard manure and soils among other things.Farmers have an important
role to help protect the environment which is demonstrated by the success of Catchment
Sensitive Farming  in recent years it has reduced the number of serious water pollution
incidents by almost a fifth, and helped farmers access &pound;100m in grants.The funding
for the programme will now be almost doubled, with an additional &pound;17m over the
next three years. The new annual budget will be &pound;30m, up from &pound;16.6m in
2020 / 21.This means it will cover 100% of England’s farmland, up from 40% of its current
coverage, with every farmer able to access advice and support by March 2023 to help them
access a range of solutions to reduce pollution.The extra funding will provide more Natural
England advisers to help farmers implement practical solutions to reduce pollution,
including planting new grassland buffer strips to improve drainage, establishing river side
trees to reduce run off into rivers and using better slurry storage facilities to avoid
accidental spillage.Natural England teams will also help farmers apply for grants to invest in
new equipment and technology, such as precision farming tools that reduce the use of
fertilisers and better protect the soil.Today’s announcement sits alongside other steps the
Government is taking to tackle water pollution, including new legislation in the Environment
Bill to reduce the use of storm overflows and &pound;144m of new, additional investment
from water companies on storm overflows within the current 5-year planning period (2020
2025).Environment Secretary George Eustice said:“Catchment Sensitive Farming has been
hugely successful in tackling water pollution, giving farmers practical advice tailored to their

own land and grants to support the investment in infrastructure that protects
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watercourses.“There are currently around 40 per cent of farmers involved in the scheme,
but today we are doubling the funding available and we aim to have every farmer in the
country taking part by 2023.”One farmer who has engaged with Catchment Sensitive
Farming for a number of years is Henry Pym of Higher Blindmoor Farm in Somerset. His
small family dairy farm is at the headwater of the River Yarty, which runs into the River Axe
a priority catchment for improvement. As a result of the advice received, he has successfully
applied for grants to grow herbal leys (grassland), which have helped with soil health,
structure and drainage. The herbal leys mean no fertiliser is needed, cutting operating costs
and preventing fertiliser run-off. The quality and output of milk from his dairy herd has also
benefitted from the grassland that he’s planted.Henry Pym from Higher Blindmoor Farm in
Somerset, said:“The advice from the Catchment Sensitive Farming programme and the
Environment Agency has helped us better understand how to improve the water, soil and
air quality around the farm. Alongside the support of CSF grants, we have been able to carry
out the necessary improvements to make our practices more environmentally sustainable
for the future.“For example, herbal leys have been a real bonus as they are not only very
environmentally beneficial, but also have agricultural benefits from increased intakes due to
their diverse species. The herbal leys receive no artificial fertiliser which is a win-win for the
farm and the environment!”Marian Spain, Chief Executive of Natural England, said:“Farmers
and landowners have an important role in ensuring our watercourses are protected from
pollution and in improving the quality of our rivers and wetlands as part of nature’s
recovery. Cleaner more wildlife rich water is vital to restore lost biodiversity and ensure
people can enjoy our precious rivers, streams and ponds.“With the expansion of the
Catchment Sensitive Farming partnership to cover 100% of farmed land, all farmers can now
go further than ever in reducing diffuse water pollution by seeking technical advice and
grant support to create a healthy water environment as part of a sustainable farming
business.”In addition, Defra has announced it will allocate the Environment Agency
&pound;1.2 million to significantly increase the number of inspectors visiting farmers to
reduce diffuse water pollution, with 50 additional full time employees recruited for
inspections.Sir James Bevan, Chief Executive of the Environment Agency, said:“Over the last
25 years there has been huge progress in enhancing the water environment but there is
more to do.“The announcements made today will help us continue to engage with farmers
to reduce the risk of pollution incidents and work towards cleaner and healthier rivers for
all.“Funding for 50 new Environment Agency inspectors is also a welcome development. We

have said before that additional investment in our monitoring and inspection capability is



fundamental to delivering the government’s priorities on the environment.”
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5. The dynamic impact of financial, technological, and natural resources on sustainable

development in Belt and Road countries

SCHERJE: Environmental Science and Pollution Research,2021-08-19

% % . This study attempts to determine the untapped factors that affect sustainable
development in 64 Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) countries from 2006 to 2019. The study
employed the two-step system Generalized Method of Moments (GMM) validated through
Two-stage Least Square (2SLS). The findings of system-GMM revealed a significant dynamic
nature of the relationship between sustainable development and its determinants. Findings
demonstrate that financial development, financial inclusion, energy efficiency ratio, per
capita health expenditure, per capita income growth, governance, and integration of before
and after BRI dummy show a significant positive impact by contributing to BRI countries'
sustainable development path. However, e-government, natural resource rent,
macroeconomic conditions, and government size have a significant but negative effect by
hurting sustainable development. Integration of BRI further enhances and promotes a
country and regional sustainable development path. Therefore, better regional policies for
financial development, financial inclusion for poverty alleviation, and e-government
development are required, boosting per-capita income and sustainable development in the
coming years. The study concludes that BRI country's natural resources rent contributes to
national saving but declines the natural resources. Also, it endorses the theory that a nation
should adopt the "Hartwick rule" to reinvest rents from the depletion of the natural
resources in reproducible capital forms to shift from a weak sustainable path. This study
also proposes significant policy implications for balanced and sustainable growth in light of
the current research findings.
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7. Nexus of regional integration, socioeconomic determinants and sustainable
development in belt and road initiative countries

SCHRYE: PLOS ONE,2021-07-09

%% . This study evaluates the nexus of regional integration, socioeconomic determinants
and sustainable development (SD) by investigating the effect of health, humans and age
struc?ture on sustainable development, with the regional integration (RI) as the moderating
vari?able. Socioeconomic determinants have an important role in sustainable development,
while regional integration has fueled up the development process. The sample is based on
64 Belt and Road (BRI) countries from 20032018. Pair-wise correlation results indicate that
human development, health expenditure and age structure showed a positive relation?ship
with sustainable development. Two-step System-GMM direct effect outcomes are mixed
and reveal that human development, health expenditure per capita, age structure,
governance index and population size have a positive impact on sustainable development.
On the other hand, e-government, government size, and globalization showed negative
effects on SD. Apart from that, the moderating channel of regional integration (RI),
interac?tion term with human development and health expenditure, showed a significant
and posi?tive impact on sustainable development. However, age structure interaction with
regional integration showed a negative impact on SD. Other socio-economic factors, i.e.,
gover?nance index and population contribute positively towards SD. It can be concluded
that the dynamic nature of sustainable development is positive and the net present value is
increas?ing. Therefore, BRI countries are on the sustainable path from 20032018, as
suggested by economic and social welfare theory. The integration of BRI can be labeled as
an entrance to successful sustainable development. However, weak e-government systems,
globalization and government resources need to be utilized amicably in Belt and Road
countries. Driscoll?Kraay standard-errors regression confirmed and validated the two-step
System-GMM results. The findings of the current research have important policy
implications for balanced and sustainable growth.
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8. Reconfiguring maritime networks due to the Belt and Road Initiative: impact on

bilateral trade flows

SCERYR: Maritime Economics & Logistics,2021-05-07

%% . This paper aims to analyse the potential effects on bilateral trade movements of the
reconfiguration of maritime networks brought about by the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
The gravity model of international trade is applied to examine the hypothesized impact of
maritime network reconfiguration on the bilateral trade between nine exporting countries
(Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Israel, Panama, Colombia, Costa Rica, Singapore, Malaysia and
Indonesia) and their 128 trading partners. The panel data on the five components of the
Liner Shipping Bilateral Connectivity Index, the export value, the gross domestic product
(GDP) of the nine exporting countries, the GDP of their trading partners and the maritime
distance linking them to these 128 trading partners for each of the years from 2008 to 2016
are used in the analysis. The results show that the estimated coefficient for the number of
transhipments is negative, revealing an inverse relationship between transhipments and
bilateral exports, reconfirming that a redesign of the maritime supply chain network in
response to the BRI could significantly improve bilateral export values. Furthermore, a
reduction in the number of required transhipments, because of a reconfiguration of
maritime networks with BRI trading partners, will improve the maritime network structure
between countries located along the three strategic chokepoints: the Suez Canal, the
Panama Canal, and the Strait of Malacca. In general terms, the BRI-driven reconfiguration of
maritime supply networks is linked to an improvement in the productivity of nine exporting
countries. An innovative gravity-based econometric model, estimated on a large set of panel
data, is introduced below, aiming at the modelling of the effect of BRI on supply chain
network reconfiguration.
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9. Digital financial inclusion and sustainable employment: Evidence from countries along
the belt and road

SCHERJE: Borsa Istanbul Review,2021-05-04

%%, Based on panel data on forty countries along the Belt and Road (B&R) from 2010 to
2018, this study adopts the instrumental variable method (FE and 2SLS models) to explore

the impacts of digital financial inclusion on sustainable employment in the B&R countries.
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Taking full consideration of endogeneity and verifying their robustness, our results show
that digitally inclusive finance significantly drives sustainable employment, and the effect is
heterogeneous. Digital financial inclusion drives sustainable employment of
lower-middle-income economies but the effect is insignificant. In upper-middle-income and
high-income economies; however, the effect is significant, more so in the former than the
latter. We conduct further analysis, showing a single threshold effect of digital financial
inclusion on positive sustainable employment in upper-middle-income economies.
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10. Women’s access to agriculture extension amidst COVID-19: Insights from Gujarat,
India and Dang, Nepal

SCHRJE:  Agricultural Systems,2021-01-07

% % . COVID-19 induced lockdowns have had far reaching impacts on the rural sector,
particularly on women farmers. These impacts have been exacerbated by lack of access to
reliable and timely agriculture information. Using panel phone survey data from India and
Nepal, we study how women’s access to agricultural extension was impacted by the
lockdowns and its effect on agricultural productivity. We find that women’s already low
access to formal extension was reduced further, leading to an increased reliance on
informal social networks. In both countries, nearly 50% farmers reported negative impacts
on productivity due to inaccessibility of information during the lockdown. In India, we find
that access to formal extension is mediated by crop type, geographic location and caste
identity. We discuss ways in which extension systems in India and Nepal can be made more
inclusive and resilient to future crisis, including by adapting group and community-based
approaches to post-pandemic best practices.
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1. Transitioning to nutrition-sensitive food environments in Ghana: Triple sector strategies
to reduce the triple burden of malnutrition
K AR International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)
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% % . The triple burden of malnutrition is growing in low- and middle-income countries
(LMICs). Increasing access to affordable ultra-processed foods in the food environment is
contributing to this problem. While existing explanations for this triple burden of
malnutrition have examined demand-side factors of food choices, the supply-side policies
relating to the food environment drivers, ideas and actors’ interests have been neglected.
Using a case study of Ghana, this analysis combines the Advocacy Coalition Framework with
the narrative policy analysis to unpack the supply-side food environment policies and actors
driving the triple burden of malnutrition. Applying a mixed methods analysis of the
transcripts, the narratives reveal public, private and civil society organization (CSO)
coalitions with different ideas and interests in the food environment. In the private sector
coalition, food companies engage in aggressive advertising and are driven by profit motives
leading to the supply of more ultra-processed foods. The public sector is failing to regulate
the market because of inadequate policies, limited institutional capacities and coordination,
enforcement challenges, inadequate resources, and self-interest. Social activism by CSOs,
for example, pressuring food companies to deliver healthy foods and holding the
government accountable, is also lacking. The result is a triple sector (public, private and CSO)
failure in the urban food environment with consequences on the availability of
ultra-processed foods. This has long-lasting implications for the reduction of the triple
burden of malnutrition and the achievement of zero hunger. To accelerate
nutrition-sensitive food environments that deliver healthier food options, we argue that it is
critical to entertain the ideas and interests of stakeholders and implement food
environment policies that cover private and public sector initiatives, as well as increase
consumer awareness.
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