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1 . The Role of Rural Tourism in Strengthening the Sustainability of Rural Areas: The
Case of Zlakusa Village
ERR - SUSTAINABILITY, 2021-06-15

8 . The strategic planning of rural development is focused on both economic growth and

sustainable development. Sustainable rural development is essential for conserving and
improving resources, while economic growth contributes to a better standard of living. The
aim of the research is to determine, using the participatory rural appraisal (PRA)
methodology on the example of the village of Zlakusa, the economic activities developed in
the village, the importance of rural tourism, and the scope of sustainable development taken
into account in rural development. The results of the research show that the success of the
rural community depends on: diversification of economic activities, which is accompanied by
cohesion of the population through association and organization; organized activities aimed
at local or republican authorities; activation of human and social capital; and initiating
activities involving marginalized groups. Educating the population outside formal education
improves the sustainable and economic development of the village and enables rural tourism
to become an important part of economic activities and a channel for the commercialization

of natural and cultural contents.
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2 . Renewable energy for sustainable rural development: Synergies and mismatches
kB - Energy Policy, 2020-01-27

#8E : Energy transition is increasingly regarded as a promising opportunity for the economic
development of rural areas. This possibility is associated with the siting and (co-)ownership
of decentralized (small-scale) renewable energy facilities. The underlying productive link,
however, has been taken for granted, rather than conceptually and practically cultivated. Thus,

while renewable energy-based rural development has been stated as a desired by-product of



energy transitions, its potential has remained largely unfulfilled. This review aims to
illuminate the ambiguous interplay between renewable energy and rural development in the
context of the current trajectories of the energy transition. In doing so, we first examine
different ways renewable energy may contribute to rural development and explore how the
synergetic conflation of renewable energy and rural development has played out in Denmark
and Scotland, as two countries that have forged ahead with renewable energy in rural areas.
Second, we draw on the different experiences in the two countries to critically discuss
policy-related mismatches that hamper a more efficient contribution of renewable energy to
rural development, and sketch out some thoughts about the need to bring rural matters and
rural communities into the discussion if the synergies between energy transition and rural

development are to be taken seriously.
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3 . USDA Invests $14 Million in Rural Economic Development Projects in 10 States
[U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE] United States Department of Agriculture

(USDA) Deputy Under Secretary for Rural Development Justin Maxson announced that
USDA is investing $14 million in rural economic development projects. USDA is providing
the funding through the Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant (REDLG) program.
Through this program, USDA provides zero-interest loans and grants to utilities. The utilities
then lend funds to local businesses for projects that create and retain employment in rural
areas. Eligible applicants are USDA’s Electric Program and Telecom Program borrowers.
Today’s announcement includes investments in Illinois, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Minnesota,

Missouri, Montana, North Carolina, Ohio and Tennessee.
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https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/07/27/usda-invests-14-million-rural-eco
nomic-development-projects-10

4 . U.S. Government Advances Anti-Hunger, Climate Initiatives at Food Systems

Pre-Summit

[U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE] In the leadup to the United Nations Food
Systems Summit in September, U.S. government officials took part in the Pre-Summit
Ministerial meeting in Rome July 26-28, advancing proposals, building coalitions, and
seeking solutions to end hunger and poverty and build more sustainable, equitable and

resilient food systems. The United States announced support for new initiatives at the



Pre-Summit. Recognizing that school feeding programs are key to reducing hunger,
increasing educational opportunities, and promoting gender equity worldwide, the United
States promoted participation in the Global School Meals Coalition, which will expand
school feeding programs and make nutritious meals available for all children by 2030. As
part of the U.S. focus on climate, the United States continued building support for the
Agriculture Innovation Mission for Climate, which was announced at President Biden’s
Leaders’ Summit on Climate in April, with the addition of 10 new partners: Burkina Faso,
Colombia, Ghana, Honduras, Hungary, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Philippines, Ukraine and
Vietnam. Recognizing that food loss and waste are a major contributor to the climate crisis,
the United States also supported the creation of a global Coalition on Food Loss and Waste to

reduce food loss and waste domestically and internationally.
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nger-climate-initiatives-food-systems

5 . EU and Japan announce increased cooperation on sustainability and innovation in

agriculture

[European Commission] At the occasion of the Pre-Summit of the United Nations Food
System Summit (UNFSS), Commissioner for Agriculture Janusz Wojciechowski and
Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fishery of Japan Kotard Nogami, met in Rome to
strengthen European and Japanese ties in the field of agriculture and rural development.
Specifically, they jointly recognised the crucial importance of the questions raised by the
United Nations in the preparation for the upcoming Food System Summit, in particular, in
relation to the challenges posed to agriculture and rural areas as backbones of food systems.
Commissioner Wojciechowski and Minister Nogami recalled the important role of innovation
for the transition to sustainable agriculture and food systems and that research and
development should be encouraged, based on the specificities of both regions in terms of
environment, culture and societal circumstances. In the joint statement concluding the
meeting, they expressed their willingness to put the well-established and well-functioning
EU-Japan agriculture cooperation channel under the EU-Japan economic partnership
agreement (EPA) at the service of this cause and they encouraged multilateral cooperation at
global level stimulating innovation to achieve a real transition towards increased

sustainability.
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