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6 . How does the rural settlement transition contribute to shaping sustainable rural
development? Evidence from Shandong, China

SC#ERJE © Journal of Rural Studies, 2021-01-22

E : Rural settlements, a type of rural locality where residents live and engage in
production, always face significant changes and transitions when meeting the demands of
rural development. By applying an integrated framework, we developed a new way to
guantify the rural settlement transition (RST) through analysis of the interaction between
population movements and land use changes and identification of the coupling relationship
between the RST and rural development. This study revealed the dynamic process of the RST
by calculating the per capita rural settlement area (PCRA) based on samples collected from
1996 to 2016 in Shandong Province. Our findings show that the rural population first
decreased and then reached a relatively stable state, whereas the area of rural settlements
experienced a rapid decline after a short increase in Shandong. However, the spatial
patterns of rural population and rural settlements are similar to each other. In terms of the
spatiotemporal characteristics of the RST, the PCRA shifted from growth to reduction in
different periods and showed a spatially increasing tendency from downtown areas to
suburban areas and then to exurban areas. The coupling relationship between the RST and
rural development changed from extensive to intensive development during the process of
urbanization. The coordinated interaction between the rural population movement and land

use changes contributed to the sustainable RST as well as to rural development. Based on
these findings, this paper also offers a critical discussion of the Chinese rural development

policy, arguing that the land consolidation and integrated urban-rural land use planning
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derived from the RST should be taken into account by Chinese policy-makers and planners as

viable strategies for achieving sustainable rural development targets.
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1 . Social innovation in rural governance : A comparative case study across the marginalised
rural EU

SRR - Journal of Rural Studies, 2021-06-11

2 : The phenomenon of rural marginalisation has intensified across the European Union
after the 2008 global economic crisis, since the traditional state forms have been proved
unable to promote an all-inclusive governing. Beyond-the-state governance systems are
socially innovative, horizontal, networked, and collaborative institutional arrangements that
are committed to breaking through this rural marginalisation. Marginalised rural areas
provide a favourable context for socially innovative governance, since they contain small
cohesive communities, while at the same time poor governing penetrates them.
Nevertheless, social innovation in rural governance remains largely unexplored. The novel
contribution of this article consists in underlying this research gap and exploring the question
of how socially innovative governance is fostered or impeded within marginalised rural
regions. Comparative research was conducted in between the marginalised rural regions of
Muhlviertel in Austria, Baixo Alentejo in Portugal, and Phthiotis in Greece. The comparative
results revealed some of the parameters that foster socially innovative governance; a
decentralized government structure, advanced interregional networking, a discourse
dissemination among the stakeholders and the civil society, as well as an organizational
stability of the involved institutions for social innovation to become embedded. This article
points to socially innovative governance that has a more codified and systematized

hypostasis by recommendation of unique governance qualities.
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3 . Online Symposium : “Technologies for Changing Food Systems”

[BA&LRHAKZ=ZE] On April 6-7, 2021, The World Economic Forum (WEF) convened the
first Global Technology Governance Summit (GTGS) hosted by Japan. At the virtual meeting,
global stakeholders discussed appropriate deployments of emerging technologies. Following
GTGS, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) held a symposium focusing on
technologies in the field of food systems to deepen the discussion on social implementation
of these technologies on April 23, 2021.At part 1 session (Challenges to decarbonize Japan's
food systems), following 4 presentations, the panel discussion on the decarbonation of
Japan's food systems was held and panelists shared following ideas : (1) Reducing
installation costs of new technologies is the key to make it easier for farmers to introduce
them; (2) Facilitating farmers to share outcomes of their agricultural practices and
accumulating the data enable them to visualize their effectiveness . (3) We need more
studies which estimates effectiveness of new technologies with taking into consideration
government policies as well as their feasibility and costs. At part 2 session (Developing
FoodTech and Implementing it to society), a panel discussion was held after three
presentations. During the discussion, participants gave following opinions : (1) Stakeholders
should visualize FoodTech's favorable impacts on consumers and explain them effectively; (2)
It is important that a wider range of stakeholders including players in last mile delivery
understand FoodTech; (3) Communications between public and private sectors are essential
to detect risks given by the new technologies.

G

https : //www.maff.go.jp/e/policies/env/Online Symposium.htm|

4 . USDA Launches Resource Guide to Help America’s Rural Workforce Build Back Better
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[EE R JIER] United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Deputy Under Secretary for
Rural Development Justin Maxson today unveiled a resource guide to help rural community
leaders start and expand employment opportunities and access resources to train, recruit
and create a sustainable rural workforce. The resource guide outlines programs and services
available at USDA and other federal agencies that support workforce development in rural
communities. It helps community leaders and other local entities access resources more
easily to create jobs, train talent, expand educational opportunities and provide technical
assistance. A resource matrix organizes USDA funding opportunities by four key assistance
types : (1) Workforce development planning; (2) Infrastructure and equipment financing; (3)
Industry and employer engagement, entrepreneurship and local business development; and
(4) Education, training and apprenticeship. The guide also features examples of how
customers have used USDA programs to support each assistance type. It includes

recommendations on how rural leaders can replicate this assistance in their communities.
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https :
//www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/06/10/usda-launches-resource-guide-help-ameri
cas-rural-workforce-build

5 . USDA Launches Grant Program to Help Expand Regional Economies and Create High-Wage
Jobs in Distressed Rural Communities

[EEfeNER] United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development Rural
Business-Cooperative Service Administrator Karama Neal today unveiled a new grant
program to help rural communities create good-paying jobs and support new business
opportunities in high-growth fields. Rural Innovation Stronger Economy (RISE) is intended to
help rural communities identify and maximize local assets and connect to networks and
industry clusters within their region. The new grant encourages a regional, innovation-driven
approach to economic development. RISE provides grants of up to $2 million to consortiums
of local governments, investors, industry, institutions of higher education, and other public
and private entities in rural areas. The funds may be used to form job accelerator
partnerships and create high-wage jobs, start or expand businesses, and support economic
growth in the rural areas of their region. Funding may also be used to establish and operate
innovation centers and partnerships, such as integrating rural businesses into new supply
chains, providing workforce training and identifying community assets. To help ensure
long-term and sustainable community and economic development, award recipients must

support projects for at least four years.
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