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3 . FAO Food Price Index declines in May (R R HZR & A #3885 H
T ER)
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%4: Rome The benchmark index of international food commodity prices declined in May
amid significant drops in quotations for most cereals, vegetable oils and dairy products, the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) reported today.The FAO
Food Price Index, which tracks monthly changes in the international prices of
commonly-traded food commodities, averaged 124.3 points in May, down 2.6 percent from
April and as much as 22.1 percent below the all-time high reached in March 2022.The FAO
Cereal Price Index declined 4.8 percent from the previous month, led by a 9.8 percent drop
in world maize quotations due to a favourable production outlook along a sluggish import
demand. World wheat prices also declined, by 3.5 percent, reflecting ample supplies and
the new extension of the Black Sea Grain Initiative. By contrast, international prices of rice
continued to increase in May, sustained by Asian purchases and tighter supplies in some
exporting countries, such as Viet Nam and Pakistan.The FAO Vegetable Qil Price Index
dropped by 8.7 percent in May, averaging 48.2 percent below its year-earlier level.
International palm oil prices fell markedly from April, as protracted weak global import
purchases coincided with rising outputs in major producing countries. World soyoil prices
fell for the sixth consecutive month amid a bumper soybean crop in Brazil and
higher-than-expected stocks in the United States of America. Rapeseed and sunflower oil
prices continued to decline on ample global supplies.
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5 . Haiti: Nearly half of the population is facing acute hunger (¥&Ht: T
FHN O HIE=EYR)

&4 Haiti is experiencing a prolonged crisis that has become more acute and complex than
ever before. The socio-economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic are compounded by the
war in Ukraine, the cholera outbreak and the impact of extreme events such as hurricanes,
floods and earthquakes.Households' purchasing power continues to be affected by high
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food prices, linked to the depreciation of the local currency against the US dollar, and the
rising cost of transportation.Along with crop failures, this has forced people to increasingly
resort to negative coping mechanisms to meet their basic needs.Violence by gangs and
armed groups threatens the security of communities and continues to hinder their access to
agricultural inputs and food.Moreover, Haiti is one of the countries most vulnerable to
natural disasters that have caused extensive damage and loss of life. Many communities are
still struggling to recover from disasters such as Tropical Storm Grace and the 2021
earthquake, which devastated parts of Grand'Anse, Nippes and Sud departments.

KIR: FAO
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6 . The Hot and Cold of Growing Olives in Canada (I & XTI
REFEM)

4. As damaging heat waves become more frequent, the Pacific Northwest provides hope
for adventurous olive growers willing to take a risk.It was early December 2016, and the first
real cold of the season was descending upon Salt Spring Island, British Columbia and The
Olive Farm’s 72 acres was a flurry of activity. Sheri and George Braun, the grove’s owners,
had waited until the last possible moment before the onslaught of winter weather to make
sure the olives had fully ripened. Now, with family and friends helping out, they were
fervently picking the ripe green fruit. Eventually, they would bottle eight and a half gallons
of extra virgin olive oil, the first commercial-grade olive oil produced in Canada. It wasn’t a
lot. Olive trees are slow growers, taking at least four years to produce fruit. Many of the
trees on the Brauns’ property were still maturing, only just reaching their fourth birthday,
and still too young to produce fruit. But, despite the low yield, it was enough to give the
Brauns the inspiration they needed.

FIE: modern farmer
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7 .Building an Agri-hood: When the Development Revolves Around the
Farm (Bix— PRIt s:  BRBERESSERGHITH)

f%/T: Indigo, a new community outside of Houston, is a different type of residential
development. Led by farmers, the project will be anchored by a 42-acre working farm.When
Scott Snodgrass and Clayton Garrett started their CSA in 2015, the Houston metro area
wasn’t that familiar with the concept. They say their initial 350 CSA members roughly
doubled the CSA membership in the area. With their 60 acres of vegetables, they became
one of the biggest direct-to-consumer farms in the area—and they relished the opportunity
to get more folks connected with their food and teach them about agriculture. The pair ran
that farm for three years as Houston built up around them. Eventually, the outskirts of the
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city were encroaching on their farm, and the pair ran into bureaucratic issues. They wanted
to renovate restrooms for the growing farm team, but they weren’t able to get the right
building approvals. If they wanted to improve the road on their property, they were looking
at hundreds of thousands of dollars; they weren’t making that even with the success of their
CSA.

Ri¥E: modern farmer
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8 . Floods endangering below sea-level heritage farming system in

India (BL7K f& K BV BEHE-T- o] DA T HORMLIB ™= R 48)

¥if: According to Kerala’s Tourism Department, the indigenous techniques developed by
the farmers of Kuttanad have several similarities with the Dutch Polder system. “But the
concrete bunds used in the Netherlands were substituted here with bio-bunds made of coir,
banana waste, bamboo, clay and other locally available materials to keep away the saline
seawater,” says a note on Kuttanad’s heritage farming on the tourism department’s website.
Once the bund is constructed, the farmers dewater the polder area by pumping it out using
oil engines or electric motors earlier, dewatering used to be done manually with the help
of large waterwheels. The process of rice cultivation commences immediately after
dewatering of the polder area has been completed. Cultivation of rice, which contributes 25
per cent of the rice production in Kerala, and fish farming are the major land and water use
practices of Kuttanad’s polder system, the largest wetland use system on the west coast of
Indian peninsula. The system also allows duck farming in a promising way. Immediately after
harvesting the rice, ducks, coming even from distant places, are brought into the fields,
ensuring a direct food and manure supply for the farmers, but also a source of income.Some
experts, including Padmakumar, say that Kuttanad’s farming system “serves as a model for
developing farming techniques to checkmate the adverse impact of sea-level rise and also
helps to prevent the proliferation of climate refugees”. The system of below sea-level
farming, experts maintain, is an approach to cope with the imminent climate impacts in
coastal areas and evolve efficient methods to deal with soil and pest-related issues in
agriculture.
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1 . African Economic Outlook 2023 (20234E3EIM & T R E)

i /: This report highlights the important role of Africa’s huge natural capital and
underscores the urgency to step up fast-track climate action and green transitions to drive
the continent’s inclusive and sustainable development.Africa is set to be the second-fastest
growing region in the world after Asia in 2023-24, demonstrating the resilience of its
economy despite its having to deal with multiple global shocks. But the projected growth
will depend on global conditions and the continent’s ability to bolster its economic
resilience, according to the African Economic Outlook 2023, which focuses on Mobilizing
Private Sector Financing for Climate and Green Growth. The report, launched in May 2023,
forecasts that Africa will consolidate its post-Covid-19 pandemic recovery to 4.3 per cent
GDP growth in 2024 from 3.8 per cent in 2022. Some 22 countries will record growth rates
above 5 per cent, it says.lt recommends robust policy actions, including incentivising green
industries and providing guarantees at scale to de-risk private sector investments in
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managing natural capital across the continent. The African Economic Outlook report is the
Bank Group’s flagship annual publication. It provides compelling, up-to-date evidence and
analysis to inform policy decisions.While highlighting the challenges, the 2023 African
Economic Outlook mainly focuses on opportunities to unlock private investments and
know-how and tap the continent’s vast natural capital to combat climate change and spur
the transition to green growth.The report highlights Africa’s natural capital for climate
finance and green growth. Africa is abundantly endowed with renewable and non-
renewable natural resources, the authors write. It holds 30 per cent of the
world’s mineral resources and 65 per cent of its uncultivated arable land,
the world’s most productive forests both in timber and carbon retention
resources, and ample solar, wind and hydropower.Renewable resources
replenish themselves over time and can generate benefits in perpetuity if the extraction
rate does not exceed the reproduction rate. But, in nearly all African countries, renewable
resources have excessive extractive capacity (over-capitalisation) and are overexploited, the
report states. The authors shed light on the state of fisheries, mangroves, forests and
ecotourism.

SKIR: AfDB

RATH#:2023-05-24

AR

http://agri. ckcest. cn/file1/M00/03/5A/Csgk0Y jT 1aARFATAItmWbHx88k821. pdf

R
1 . New bean genome unveils potential of resilience in drought-prone

regions BT EREF HE R T TEE KX KRR 138 77)

fi4l: African scientists, in collaboration with scientists from international institutes have
sequenced the genome of a climate-resistant bean. Results could lead to genetic
improvements of native legumes to promote widespread cultivation that could vyield
nutritional and economic benefits.An international team of researchers, led by Africans, has
fully sequenced the genome of a climate resilient bean that could bolster food security in
drought-prone regions. The sequencing of the hyacinth bean or ‘lablab bean’ [Lablab
purpureus] paves the way for wider cultivation of the crop, bringing nutritional and
economic benefits, as well as much needed diversity, to the global food system.The results
were published in Nature Communications in April 2023. The plant is native to Africa and is
cultivated throughout the tropics producing highly nutritious beans, which are used for food
and livestock feed. It is extremely drought-resilient and thrives in a range of environments
and conditions, contributing to food and economic security, and improving soil fertility by
fixing nitrogen. Lablab is also used medicinally in some areas and contains bioactive
compounds with pharmacological potential.
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2 . Joining forces to improve food and water security (S1EBEE &Y
IKZ4)

®i4: Water and food security are closely linked. WFP and UNEP agree to work together to
improve food, water and environmental security in vulnerable communities.Biodiversity and
ecosystem loss, the climate crisis, and environmental degradation are having devastating
impacts on the food and water security of millions of people around the world. In May 2023,
the UN World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) signed
an agreement to address the problem. The agreement steps up collaboration on climate
change adaptation, nature-friendly food systems, water resource management and
ecosystems restoration.“Food and water go hand in hand: we urgently need to restore our
ecosystems and scale up climate adaptation programmes to ensure future generations are
able to grow enough food,” says Cindy McCain, WFP’s Executive Director. “WFP’s global
operations, combined with UNEP’s world-class expertise, will help governments,
communities and families on the frontlines of the climate crisis to better protect themselves.
Our partnership will reduce humanitarian needs and support long-term solutions to
hunger.”
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1 . ICRISAT and GIZ join forces to combat aflatoxin contamination in

groundnuts (ICRISATHIGIZEXRF X Hife EF IR BT RIS S

4. Groundnuts can become contaminated by substances known as aflatoxins. This poses
a threat to public health, as well as to farmers’ incomes and export revenue. To address the
problem, the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) in
Malawi is partnering with the Deutsche Gesellschaft f&uuml;r International
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) on controlling and preventing aflatoxin contamination along the
groundnut value chain.The project will reduce the extent to which groundnuts are
contaminated by cancer-causing aflatoxins toxic substances produced by fungi. This will
mitigate the threat to public health and lost income for farmers caused by export
rejection.Director General of ICRISAT Dr Jacqueline Hughes said that through extensive
scientific research, ICRISAT had successfully reduced aflatoxin contamination in groundnuts.
This had led to higher quality crops that contributed not only to improved nutrition and
health but also increased income for smallholder farmers."The valuable insights we have
gained to date can be applied to this project for greater impact in Malawi and beyond.”At a
technical level, the project aims to achieve a contamination level of less than ten parts per
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billion (ppb) for all groundnut food products in Malawi. It will also work closely with national
entities such as the Parliamentary Committee on Agriculture to refine, integrate and
implement policies that facilitate aflatoxin prevention and control.
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2 . Reducing methane emissions from small-scale farming (J/b> /N AR

RNV HT B KRB0

¥if: Over 150 countries have signed the Global Methane Pledge, established in 2020, and
agreed to take voluntary action to collectively reduce global methane emissions by at least
30 per cent by 2030. However, several countries need support to develop the right
strategies and processes to achieve their methane reduction goals.The IFAD initiative will
support the development of a guidebook to help countries integrate methane emission
reductions into their nationally determined contributions (NDCs), mainstream reductions in
their national planning, budgeting, and public investments procedures, and advance a
pipeline of bankable interventions that pioneer reductions in the agricultural sector and
food systems.The Fund will also assist 15 countries in designing projects and blended
finance solutions on reducing methane emissions in agriculture and food systems.The
initiative will help highlight the advantages of using a variety of solutions in reducing
methane emissions. For example, introducing better feed also promotes animal health and
husbandry. Using less water to grow rice, or cultivating improved rice varieties that reduce
the time between planting and harvesting, can also increase rice production.
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