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1. FAO and SEED launch SDG Agrifood Accelerator Programme for innovators

[BRE ERAKHLRFAO IThe Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
and the SEED partnership today officially launched the SDG Agrifood Accelerator
Programme, an instrument designed to help agrifood system start-ups develop their
businesses while contributing to the UN's Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).Alternative approaches and innovative solutions are needed to transform global
agrifood systems in the face of challenges such as rapid population growth, economic
downturns, extreme climates and changing consumption patterns.During a virtual event
held at FAQO's headquarters in Rome, 12 innovators from around the world used a workshop
to showcase how they are contributing to the SDGs while supporting such a transformation
in their local context.The small- and medium-sized enterprises were selected among the
hundreds that comprise the portfolio of the adelphi-hosted SEED partnership. They are to
be supported by the programme in three areas: financial readiness, innovation potential,
and market reach. The kind of help they will receive includes assistance in the development
of business, marketing or investment plans, as well as advice on how to approach potential
financiers or on how to go digital.“Together with SEED we want to explore how the
innovators involved can make a difference in the transformation of agrifood systems locally
as we work towards achieving the SDGs globally," said Stefanos Fotiou, Director of FAQ's
Office of Sustainable Development Goals. "Leveraging the network of innovators from SEED
and nurturing local agrifood solutions through a tailored innovation support package opens
new ways for FAO to have an on-the-ground impact."SEED Executive Director Arab Hoballah

said: “The calibre of the twelve selected SDG Agrifood Innovators is inspiring, leading by



example for replication and acceleration of change. We are excited to further their SDG
contributions with FAO through our joint Programme. We strongly encourage policymakers
and financers to take a closer look at these innovative SMEs as they have the potential to
become key partners in transforming global food systems in the transition to circularity and
sustainability.”
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2. Biden-Harris Administration Provides $262 Million to Improve Access to Jobs, Health
Care and Infrastructure Across the Rural Partners Network

[ E &RV FUSDA] U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development Under
Secretary Xochitl Torres Small today announced that USDA is providing $262 million to
improve access to jobs, health care and infrastructure for people in historically underserved
communities across the Rural Partners Network (RPN).“The Biden-Harris Administration and
USDA are committed to ensuring that people in rural areas have every opportunity to
succeed and that they can find those opportunities right at home in rural America,” Under
Secretary Torres Small said. “From renewable energy and new jobs to clean water and
quality health care, the Rural Partners Network is connecting rural people to resources that
will help them create new and lasting prosperity on their own terms.”The Biden-Harris
Administration established RPN to transform the way federal agencies partner with and
serve rural people and places, including Native American communities. Led by USDA with
support from more than 20 federal agencies and commissions, RPN is central to President
Biden’s commitment to ensure all rural people can benefit from federal resources. This
includes historic funding from the American Rescue Plan Act, the Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law and the Inflation Reduction Act.Torres Small announced the $262 million in funding
while visiting with people and organizations in North Carolina participating in RPN. While
there, she unveiled an annual report documenting RPN’s accomplishments in its first year
and how the network is helping to shape investment strategies for rural communities.The
funding announced today will support 68 projects in Alaska, Arizona, Georgia, Kentucky,
Mississippi, New Mexico, North Carolina, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Puerto Rico.The
funding will create jobs for rural people and help them expand their businesses. It will

provide affordable, well-built homes for seniors and low-income families in rural areas. It
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will help farmers and ranchers transition to clean energy and find new and better markets
for their products. And it will give people in remote areas access to modern water and
wastewater systems, and quality education and health care services.
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2. Home environment and nutritional status mitigate the wealth gap in child development:
A longitudinal study in Vietham

SCHRYE: BMC Public Health ,2023-02-08

%%, Background: Inequity in child development is found at early age, but limited evidence
exists on whether these gaps change over time and what are the mediators.Objective: We
aim to (1) quantify wealth related gaps in cognitive and socio-emotional development in
early and middle childhood; (2) examine how these gaps were mitigated by maternal, child
factors and home environment.Methods: We assessed the offspring of women who
participated in a randomized controlled trial of preconception micronutrient

supplementation in Vietnam (n&thinsp;=&thinsp;1599). Child development was measured
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by the Bayley Scales of Infant Development-Ill (at 1-2y) and the Wechsler Intelligence Scale
for Children&reg;—IV (at 6-7y). We used multivariable regression to estimate the changes in
wealth gaps for child development over time, adjusting for potential factors that potentially
influence cognitive development.Results: We found significant wealth gaps in cognitive
development during early childhood (gaps between top and bottom quintiles: 0.5 SD); these
gaps increased substantially in middle childhood (0.9 SD). Wealth disparity in social emotion
did not change over time (0.260.28 SD). Maternal factors, quality of home environment, and
child nutritional status mitigated the wealth gap in cognitive development (7-42%) in early
childhood. The contribution of these mitigating factors was smaller in middle childhood (2-
15%). Wealth gap in social emotion reduced by 13% and 43% among children with better
nutritional status at 2y and higher quality of home environment at 6-7y,
respectively.Conclusion: Interventions focusing on improving quality of home environment,
maternal education, wellbeing, and child nutrition status may help reduce developmental
deficits associated with poverty.
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3. How does the belt and road initiative affect the carbon emissions of China’s cities?
CRRJER: Frontiers in Environmental Science,2023-01-20

5. There is growing concern about carbon emissions as the economy grows, which is of
great importance to the implementation of the green Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
development strategy. Using panel data of 282 prefecture-level cities in China from
20062020 and the difference-in-differences method, this paper empirically examines the
effects of the BRI on carbon emissions. Both theoretical and empirical analyses indicate that
the BRI can significantly reduce the carbon emission level of cities along the routes, but the
impact varies in different regions and cities. The mechanism analysis shows that the BRI
reduces the carbon emission level of the Belt and Road cities through the economic
agglomeration effect and industrial structure effect. Therefore, China should vigorously
promote green Belt and Road construction, implement a regional integration strategy, and
promote the transformation and upgrading of the industrial structure. These findings have a
certain reference value for the follow-up implementation of the BRI.
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