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3. Bringing the benefits of digital agriculture to all: FAO joins the Digital Public Goods
Alliance

[ B & E R AR ZHLHFAOIThe Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
has become a member of the Digital Public Goods Alliance. This underscores FAQ’s
commitment to the development and championing of digital public goods that will help
achieve sustainable agrifood systems and contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).The Digital Public Goods Alliance (DPGA) is a multi-stakeholder initiative with a
mission to accelerate the attainment of the SDGs in low- and middle-income countries by
facilitating the discovery, development, use of, and investment in digital public goods.
Digital public goods (DPGs) are open-source software, open data, open artificial intelligence
(Al) models, open standards, and open content that help attain the SDGs.“This membership
marks a step further in FAO’s commitment to unleashing the potential of digital agriculture
by ensuring inclusivity and narrowing the digital divide between different countries and

regions through affordable access to digital technologies, digital literacy and digital public
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goods,” FAO Chief Economist M&aacute;ximo Torero said.Membership mattersFAO has
made using digital technologies a cornerstone of its work aimed at transforming agricultural
practices and empowering rural households, young farmers and entrepreneurs. Through its
DPGA membership, FAO and its partners stand to benefit from the DPGA’s core activities.
These include stewarding the DPG Standard used to create alighment and understanding of
DPGs, and the DPG Registry, a place where DPGs can be better discovered - including FAQO’s
own digital public goods.Being a member of the DPGA means featuring the work of FAO
within the DPG Roadmap, a coordination, alignment, engagement, and communication tool
capturing stakeholder activities that advance digital public goods. This will include FAQ’s
efforts to positively influence the food and agriculture ecosystem towards creating and
using digital public goods, identify existing and potential DPGs within the FAO Digital
Portfolio, and create a FAO Digital Public Goods Framework. Additionally, FAO will co-chair a
new community of practice focused on food security, which will produce a knowledge
product to guide countries and digital practitioners.This engagement is an important
contribution to the UN Secretary-General’s Roadmap for Digital Cooperation.Cooperation
between FAO and the DPGA will contribute to the achievement of some SDGs, notably SDG
1 (no poverty), 9 (industry, innovation and infrastructure), and 17 (partnerships to achieve
the goal).FAQ’s work in the digital fieldFAO has recognised the importance of the digital
transformation of the agrifood sector, leading to the creation of a Digital Agriculture
Programme Priority Area within FAQ's Strategic Framework 2022-31.FAO aims to “massify”
digital benefits to make sure that no one is left behind. It does this by promoting the use
and adoption of digital technologies and by promoting a policy agenda and public
investments.The DPGA and FAO have collaborated successfully in the past, and the DPGA
registry already includes four FAO digital public goods: the Hand-in-Hand Geospatial
Platform, the FAO Digital Services Portfolio, the Water Productivity Open Access Database
WAPOR, and Open FORIS. FAO has engaged in two communities of practice run by the DPGA
on the topics of Climate Services and Digital Financial Inclusion and collaborated to ensure
FAQ's digital products are digital public goods.The DPGA also has a successful record of
engagement with governments and other UN agencies and is currently co-hosted by the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
and the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD).
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5. IFPRI calls for repurposing global farm subsidies

[ & Fr& S EBUR BT ATIFPRI] Dhaka Tribune published an article stating that government
subsidies transfer $620 billion per year to the farm sector worldwide. And only three farm
economies China, the European Union, and the United States spend more than half of
that global subsidy amount. At the 2022 Global Food Policy Report launch seminar, IFPRI
called for an immediate repurposing of farm subsidies so that research and development
(R&D) and innovations in agriculture are properly financed. “Support policies based on
subsidies and trade barriers are highly distortive to markets and are also regressive, as most
support is provided to larger farmers. On balance, the incentives this support creates appear
to increase greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate change.” IFPRI made a
strong case that trade-distorting subsidies were not the best of answers to the climate
change challenges that the global farm sector was facing today; rather, more urgently the
investments must go to initiatives that could meet climate-related goals for food systems.
"Currently available finance is grossly insufficient,” said IFPRI Director General Johan

Swinnen, who also said repurposing government support to agricultural sectors, totaling
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over $600 billion per year worldwide, provided a major opportunity to do away with
harmful subsidies and border measures, reorient finance towards R&D in green innovations,
provide farmers and other producers with incentives and investment resources to adopt
these innovations, and provide consumers with incentives and means to make sustainable
and healthy food choices. Rob Vos, division director of Markets, Trade, and Institutions
said, “Better outcomes could be achieved if even a small portion of agricultural subsidies
were repurposed into investments in R&D dedicated to productivity-enhancing and
emissions-reducing technologies. Repurposing would create multiple wins  mitigating
global climate change, reducing poverty, increasing food security and improving nutrition.”
IFPRI researchers said support policies based on subsidies and trade barriers were highly
distortive to markets and were also regressive, as most support was provided to larger
farmers. On balance, the incentives this support created appeared to increase greenhouse
gas emissions that contributed to climate change.
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2. Measuring Agricultural Trade Integration in Southeast Asia

SCERJE: Journal of Economic Integration,2022-06-01

% B . This paper offers an evaluation of agricultural trade integration in Southeast Asia.
Since the ultimate objective is to provide policy recommendations, the indicators presented
include those obtained from a measurement based on trade barriers: tariffs applied on
imports, tariffs faced by exports, customs procedures and trade facilitation measures, and
nontariff measures. A new estimation of the trade impact of nontariff measures in the
agrifood sector is provided, based on refinements to the methodology of Kee, Nicita, and
Olarreaga (2009) and Ghodsi, Gr&uuml;bler, and Stehrer (2016a). Globally, the Southeast
Asian region appears to be relatively open to the world, but regional integration could be
strengthened, particularly in the agriculture and food sectors. Specifically, a convergence of
Sanitary and Phytosanitary measures and Technical Barriers to Trade measures could
achieve more integration.
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5. Misallocation, Selection, and Productivity: A Quantitative Analysis With Panel Data
From China

SCHRYR: ECONOMETRICA,2022-05-01

i B . We use household-level panel data from China and a quantitative framework to
document the extent and consequences of factor misallocation in agriculture. We find that
there are substantial within-village frictions in both the land and capital markets linked to
land institutions in rural China that disproportionately constrain the more productive
farmers. These frictions reduce aggregate agricultural productivity by affecting two key
margins: (1) the allocation of resources across farmers (misallocation) and (2) the allocation
of workers across sectors, in particular the type of farmers who operate in agriculture
(selection). Selection substantially amplifies the productivity effect of distortionary policies
by affecting occupational choices that worsen average ability in agriculture.
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