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4. World Insights: Mideast, N. Africa to suffer most from global food supply crisis, experts
say

[ = & M China.org] With surging global commodity prices, a food supply crisis is looming
large, especially in several Middle Eastern and North African nations, experts have said.The
conflict between Russia and Ukraine has a "profound impact" on international commodity
prices, given the two countries' important roles in global grain market, Desmond Lachman,

senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute and a former official at the International
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Monetary Fund, told Xinhua.According to the World Bank's Commodity Markets Outlook
report published in April, the Russia-Ukraine conflict will increase oil prices in 2022 by more
than 40 percent, and non-energy prices by almost 20 percent. Wheat prices are forecast to
grow by more than 40 percent this year, reaching an all-time high in nominal terms.David
Laborde, senior research fellow at the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI),
told Xinhua that Middle Eastern and North African countries, especially some developing
countries like Lebanon or Yemen, "will face the brunt" of the current conflict in Ukraine, as
their economic and political situations give them little flexibility to adjust to the crisis.The
chaos in Ukraine "threatens to further exacerbate" the food insecurity emergency in Yemen,
the IFPRI said in its blog in March.Yemen's civil war has ravaged that country, and the
"serious" impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic have further "worsened the country's
precarious food situation," the institute said.Yemen relies heavily on imports, the blog
noted, adding that the Russia-Ukraine crisis threatens to "exacerbate undernourishment" by
increasing the cost of food and energy products.South Asian countries like Bangladesh could
also be hurt by the ongoing military conflict in Europe, which has disrupted the global trade
of key foods such as wheat and vegetable oil, as well as fertilizers.Dependent on imports of
those items to feed its large population, Bangladesh "faces the prospect of rising food
insecurity," according to a report from the IFPRI in late April.While summer harvests will
bring more supplies to the market, prices will remain high for the next several months, as
Ukraine's exports have essentially halted, Laborde said.Of additional concern is the potential
of reduced global yields due to reduced use of fertilizers, whose price and availability have
been adversely affected by the conflict in Ukraine, Laborde mentioned.Instead of a sudden
shock, "we will see a continuation of high prices, with some spikes when and if bad news
happens in the coming weeks," Laborde said.People in developing nations like Sudan and
Afghanistan "are finding it far more expensive to eat," Sara Menker, founder of an
artificial-intelligence company that forecasts global agricultural markets, and Rajiv Shah,
former administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development, wrote in an opinion
article in The New York Times earlier this month.In Sudan, rising wheat prices have caused
the price of bread to roughly double, the article said, adding that Egypt is "in for a difficult
year," as Egypt is the world's largest importer of wheat, which is 33 percent more expensive
than it was at the end of last year.Moreover, more than half of low-income countries "are in
or at high risk of debt distress" as interest rates rise, limiting their ability to borrow money
to pay for food, the article said.At a virtual press conference on April 20, World Bank Group

President David Malpass said the Russia-Ukraine crisis has pushed up food prices and hit the



poorest the hardest, warning that the food insecurity crisis will last for months and probably
into next year."The food problem is severe," the World Bank chief said. "The prices crowd
out the poorest, so it hits people in poor countries and especially in rural areas the hardest."
Enditem
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5. USDA taps emergency funding for US commodities to address war impact

[ & Fx & & BUSKE B A B IFPRI ] Agri-Pulse published an article stating that the Biden
administration will spend US$282 million on domestic commodities such as wheat as part of
a food aid package for Yemen and five African nations experiencing severe drought and food
insecurity, USDA and USAID. Commodities being purchased are hard red winter wheat, soft
white wheat, yellow split peas, lentils, sorghum, vegetable oil, RUSF (Ready-to-Use
Supplemental Food), and SuperCereal Plus. Commodities will arrive at their destinations
approximately three months after they are called forward by USAID. In addition to Yemen,
the commodities also will be provided to Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Sudan, and South Sudan,
countries that have been hit especially hard hit by food inflation.
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3. Act now before Ukraine war plunges millions into malnutrition

SCHRJE: Nature,2022-04-21

%% . As the devastation in Ukraine continues to unfold, many of the warnings about the
global food crisis precipitated by the war have focused on the risks of famine and severe
food insecurity. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, for
instance, projected last month that between 8 million and 13 million more people could
become undernourished in 202223 — meaning that they will be unable to acquire enough
food to meet the daily minimum energy requirements over one year. There are already
more than 800 million undernourished people globally.Another major concern is the
possibility of severe price increases and disruptions to global systems for food, fertilizer and
fuel, leading to millions more malnourished people in low- and middle-income countries
(LMICs).Women and children are particularly affected by the food shortages and high food
prices resulting from the war against Ukraine. They are especially vulnerable to malnutrition:

children’s nutritional needs are high relative to their body size, and women’s are high when
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pregnant or lactating. Furthermore, existing gender inequality and gender power
imbalances — which can be exacerbated during crises — mean that women have less
agency to direct resources towards feeding themselves and their children. Lastly, these
groups have already been disproportionally affected by the combined effects of other
conflicts, climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic.The impact of malnutrition might be
less immediately visible than that of hunger. But left untreated, malnutrition can increase
the risk of illness and death in the short term, and ultimately have multi-generational and
irreversible effects. In fact, providing nutrition interventions in early life leads to extremely
high estimated returns on investment — up to USS35 for every $1 spent. This exceeds the
returns on investment for other global health initiatives, including childhood vaccinations in
the poorest countries — estimated in 2019 as saving $21 for every $1 spent. We applaud
these efforts. But more is needed. Governments of LMICs, donors and other funders must
invest now to safeguard people’s access to nutritious foods. Not doing so will mean
immediate effects on child growth, development and immunity, and an increase in child
deaths in the coming months. In the longer term, a global malnutrition crisis could lead to
lifelong effects on education, diet-related chronic diseases and a decline in people’s capacity
to thrive and contribute to their countries’ economic growth.
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5. Does balancing gender composition lead to more prosocial outcomes? Experimental
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evidence of equality in public goods and extraction games from rural Kenya

SCERJR: World Development,2022-04-14

i B . There is resurging interest in community-based natural resource management
(CBNRM) as an approach for achieving global biodiversity conservation goals. Yet, CBNRM
remains dominated by men, elevating the importance of designing programs that give voice
and agency to women. Arguments for increasing gender balance within CBNRM often
assume women have strong preferences for equality and altruism and would therefore be
better environmental stewards. Evidence on the effect of gender balance on commons
management, however, remains mixed. We report on two framed field experimental games
with community members directly engaged in the use and management of natural
resources in rural Kenya. Participants were randomly assigned to single-gender (all male n =
23; all female n = 28) or mixed gender groups (n = 36) to assess the role of gender
composition on group and individual decisions. The two games provide unique insights into
the give (public good games) and take (extraction games) decisions common in natural
resource management. We find mixed gender groups tend to achieve more socially optimal
outcomes than single-gender groups in the public goods game context, but all male groups
tended to conserve the most in the extraction game. Women are not necessarily more likely
to make prosocial decisions than men, and factors such as framing and social relations affect
decisions. Our results indicate gender composition affects group decision-making and is
therefore important for commons management, and that mixed gender groups can be more
effective than single-gender groups. Improving gender balance in CBNRM may help achieve
more desirable outcomes from a social and conservation perspective but understanding
decision-making contexts is critical.

HE

http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/03/30/Csgk0YbKasGAGAMSAAf-UwyWIH0077.pdf

T BRET AW YmEE. BRIEHR Ei
Hodk: JE T HEE X A oA B K125 #l5 % : 100081

Hi%: 010-82109658%%806 MR -Hhbik: agri@ckeest.cn


http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/03/30/Csgk0YbKasGAGAm8AAf-UwyWlH0077.pdf
mailto:agri@ckcest.cn

	《“一带一路”战略背景下中国农业国际合作发展战略研究》专题快报
	中国工程科技知识中心农业分中心
	【动态资讯】
	【文献速递】
	主编：赵瑞雪                                    本期编辑：陈芙蓉
	地址：北京市海淀区中关村南大街12号                        邮编：10008
	电话：010-82109658转806                          邮件地址：



