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1. Ukraine-Russia Conflict: Conflict hits Ukraine's agriculture and global food prices

[ 2RI BUERE S EI ] Ukraine is a major international supplier of agricultural
supplies and conflict is having a big effect on the global food chain. To understand the
situation better, CGTN's Wu Lei spoke with Ukraine's newly appointed minister of Agrarian
Policy and Food. WU LEI CGTN Reporter "As the new Minister of Agrarian Policy and Food,
can you share with us how this conflict has affected Ukraine's food reserves?"MYKOLA
SOLSKYI Ukraine's Minister of Agrarian Policy and Food "Firstly, we can't export the amount
of grain that we usually sell abroad. It's over 20 million tons, corn, sunflower seeds, soy
beans, wheat and processed products. It's already influenced world prices. Last month
everyone could see it clearly and feel it. It has led to an increase of world food
prices.Secondly, the war greatly influenced the sowing season that has already started in
our country. Part of the land can't be sowed. And in the part used for sowing we lack
materials such as herbicides, fuel, chemical products. Before Ukraine exported four to f

million tons of grain through its ports. Now, it's much less."WU LEI CGTN Reporter "Spring
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farming has begun in Ukraine, with the current situation, how will this affect agricultural
production this year?"MYKOLA SOLSKYI Ukraine's Minister of Agrarian Policy and Food "We
are waiting. Firstly, the sowing has already begun, we are sowing barley and wheat. We
have not started corn and sunflower and other spring crops. We estimate that around a
third of the land can't be sowed. And the land probably won't be prepared as it needs to be
and there will be fewer resources to put into it in terms necessary for the sowing season.lIt's
not just sowing that is important, later, there's also processing the crops and harvesting and
transporting. Every stage has problems now. The growth of problems starting from the
beginning till the end of the harvesting process and with export of crops will lead to global
food price increases."WU LEI CGTN Reporter "Considering Europe's reliance on Ukraine's
wheat, what does the future look like for one of Ukraine's major exports?"MYKOLA SOLSKYI
Ukraine's Minister of Agrarian Policy and Food "Firstly, we can't take out several million tons
of wheat from the previous year. It obviously has a negative impact. Secondly, we need to
correct the estimated harvest amount for this year. Thirdly, the logistics difficulties cause
more problems for clients and for us in selling wheat."WU LEI CGTN Reporter "Ukraine has
exported most of the agricultural products by sea over the past few years, but with the
Black Sea now blocked, how do you plan to export crops?"MYKOLA SOLSKYIl Ukraine's
Minister of Agrarian Policy and Food "Before we were exporting from four to five million
tons of crops through the Black Sea ports. Now we don't have this possibility. So we are
firstly using railways and roads to take crops from Western Ukraine to Poland, Hungary,
Romania, Slovakia. Also we are using logistics. Last month we sent out around 800
thousands tons and we will increase our monthly logistics capacity."
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4. USDA Announces More Resources to Increase and Expand Meat and Poultry Processing
Capacity

[EE &I FLUSDAT The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the
launch of the Meat and Poultry Processing Capacity Technical Assistance Program (MPPTA)
to provide technical assistance to meat and poultry grant applicants and grant-funded

projects. Processors and applicants involved with the Meat and Poultry Inspection
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Readiness Grant (MPIRG) program and the Meat and Poultry Processing Expansion Program
(MPPEP) can access this technical assistance. USDA also announced it is now accepting
applications for $23.6 million in competitive grant funding available through the MPIRG
program.As part of Biden- Harris Action Plan for a Fairer, More Competitive, and More
Resilient Meat and Poultry Supply Chain, USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) has
established cooperative agreements with three non-profit organizations to coordinate and
provide technical assistance utilizing a wide range of expertise and outreach strategies.
These organizations will also establish a national network of support for meat and poultry
grant applicants to navigate the application process, and to assist grant recipients
throughout their project.“This is a true partnership to help meat and poultry processors and
grant applicants diversify processing ownership throughout the country,” said Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack. “Meat and poultry processing is a complex sector that requires
significant planning and forethought to manage economic viability concurrently with worker,
food, and environmental safety. We are pleased to partner with these initial organizations,
given their deep technical expertise and demonstrated service to underserved communities,
as part of our support for fairer, more competitive, and resilient meat and poultry supply
chains.”Taking the lead role, the Flower Hill Institute, a Native owned nonprofit based out of
the Jemez Pueblo in New Mexico, will serve as the MPPTA Technical Assistance Coordinator
for this multi-year program. In close cooperation with AMS, they will connect USDA grant
applicants and grant-funded project managers to the experts best suited to support a
project’s needs. They are joined by Oregon State University’s Niche Meat Processors
Assistance Network and the Intertribal Agriculture Council. USDA is also pursuing
agreements with the American Association of Meat Processors, the American Meat Science
Association, and the Agricultural Utilization Research Institute to expand assistance and
provide the depth and capacity needed for meat and poultry projects nationwide. All
MPPTA organizations will use both in-house resources and their connections within the
industry, academia, and state and federal government to connect stakeholders to four
distinct technical assistance scopes: federal grant application management; business
development and financial planning; meat and poultry processing technical and operational
support; and supply chain development.
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3. Has global agricultural trade been resilient under coronavirus (COVID-19)? Findings
from an econometric assessment of 2020

HRJE: Food Policy,2022-02-01
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%% . Global agricultural trade, which increased at the end of 2020, has been described as
“resilient” to the impacts of the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic; however, the size and
channels of its quantitative impacts are not clear. Using a reduced-form, gravity-based
econometric model for monthly trade, we estimate the effects of COVID-19 incidence rates,
policy restrictions imposed by governments to curb the outbreak, and the de facto
reduction in human mobility/lockdown effect on global agricultural trade through the end
of 2020. We find that while agricultural trade remained quite stable through the pandemic,
the sector as a whole did not go unscathed. First, we estimate that COVID-19 reduced
agricultural trade by the approximate range of 5 to 10 percent at the aggregate sector level;
a quantified impact two to three times smaller in magnitude than our estimated impact on
trade occurring in the non-agricultural sector. Second, we find sharp differences across
individual commodities. In particular, we find that non-food items (hides and skins, ethanol,
cotton, and other commodities), meat products including seafood, and higher value
agri-food products were most severely impacted by the pandemic; however, the COVID-19
trade effect for the majority of food and bulk agricultural commodity sectors were found to
be insignificant, or in a few cases, positive. Finally, we also examine the effects across low vs
high income countries, the changing dynamics of the pandemic’s effect on trade flows, and
the effects along the extensive product margins of trade.
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5. The Importance of Global Value Chains in Developing Countries’ Agricultural Trade
Development

CHRJE:  Sustainability,2022-01-26

% 2 . The role of global value-added chains is growing in international trade. The
development gap between highly developed economies and developing countries means
that the only products with which less developed economies can compete on the
international arena are agricultural products. Moreover, integration into global value-added
chains is an important factor in achieving comparative advantages in trade and improving
export competitiveness. The main aim of this article is to assess the impact of integration
within global value chains on changes in the comparative advantage of developing countries
in the global agricultural trade. The degree of participation of developing countries in global
value chains (GVC) was assessed using data from the Trade in Value-added OECDWTO
database (November 2021 edition) by calculating domestic (DVA), foreign value-added
(FVA), and revealed comparative advantage (RCA) indexes. The analysis covers the period
19952018 and 28 developing economies. The research showed that the foreign value added
in the gross exports of agricultural commodities of developing countries was an important
factor in strengthening their export position and the importance of integration within global
value chains rises with increasing product complexity. In agricultural production, FVA in
most developing countries does not have a significant impact on the shaping of the
comparative advantage.
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