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1. World Social Report 2021: Reconsidering rural development

RAGI: WG E S

RAGKSIA]: 2021-05-20

% 2 . An urgent reconsideration of rural development is needed for achieving the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. The current strategies and patterns of rural
development are failing to meet either the socioeconomic or the environmental Goals of
this Agenda. Four out of every five people who face extreme poverty around the world live
in rural areas. Many rural areas are witnessing severe depletion and degradation of natural
resources, contributing to climate change and the recurrence of zoonotic diseases, such as
COVID-19. The COVID-19 pandemic, together with already persistent high levels of poverty
and inequalities, are threatening to stall progress for the world’s rural populations. Through
response and recovery efforts, however, opportunities exist to build a greener, more
inclusive and resilient future. The experience of the pandemic has shown, for example, that
where high-quality Internet connectivity is coupled with flexible working arrangements,
many jobs that were traditionally considered to be urban can be performed in rural areas
too. The World Social Report 2021, a flagship publication of the United Nations Department
of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) on major social development issues offers new
strategies to ensure that the 3.4 billion people who live in rural areas are not left behind as
global efforts focus on boosting socio-economic growth and tackling climate change in the
middle of the COVID-19 recovery. The report calls for an end to the rural-urban divide and
offers new approaches to advance rural development that would allow rural populations to
reach the urban standard of living without having to migrate to urban areas. These include
leveraging the rise of new digital technologies, boosting the non-farm economy and
increasing investments in public services and rural infrastructure while protecting the health
of the planet.
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2. Traps and Sustainable Development in Rural Areas: A Review
SCRERYE: World Development,2018-01-01
%% . The concept of a poverty trap—commonly understood as a self-reinforcing situation

beneath an asset threshold—has been very influential in describing the persistence of
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poverty and the relationship between poverty and sustainability. Although traps, and the
dynamics that lead to traps, are defined and used differently in different disciplines, the
concept of a poverty trap has been most powerfully shaped by work in development
economics. This perspective is often constraining because, as many studies show, poverty
arises from complex interactions between social and environmental factors that are rarely
considered in development economics. A more integrated understanding of poverty traps
can help to understand the interrelations between persistent poverty and key social and
ecological factors, facilitating more effective development interventions. The aim of this
paper is to provide a critical appraisal of existing trap conceptualizations in different
disciplines, and to assess the characteristics and mechanisms that are used to explain
poverty traps in rural contexts, thereby broadening the traps concept to better account for
social-ecological interactions. Complementarities and tensions among different disciplinary
perspectives on traps are identified, and our results demonstrate that different definitions
of traps share a set of common characteristics: persistence, undesirability, and
self-reinforcement. Yet these minimum conditions are not sufficient to understand how trap
dynamics arise from complex social-ecological interactions. To broaden the utility of the
concept we propose a more social-ecologically integrated definition of traps that includes
four additional considerations: cross-scale interactions, path dependencies, the role of
external drivers, and social-ecological diversity. Including these wider dimensions of trap
dynamics would help to better account for the diverse social-ecological feedbacks that
produce and maintain poverty traps, and could strengthen strategies to alleviate poverty in
a more integrated way.
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3. Impacts of COVID-19 on global poverty, food security, and diets: Insights from global
model scenario analysis

HRYE: AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS,2021-04-08

5 2. This study assesses the impact of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) on poverty,
food insecurity, and diets, accounting for the complex links between the crisis and the
incomes and living costs of vulnerable households. Key elements are impacts on labor
supply, effects of social distancing, shifts in demand from services involving close contact,
increases in the cost of logistics in food and other supply chains, and reductions in savings

and investment. These are examined using IFPRI's global general equilibrium model linked
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to epidemiological and household models. The simulations suggest that the global recession
caused by COVID-19 will be much deeper than that of the 20082009 financial crisis. The
increases in poverty are concentrated in South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa with impacts
harder in urban areas than in rural. The COVID-19-related lockdown measures explain most
of the fall in output, whereas declines in savings soften the adverse impacts on food
consumption. Almost 150 million people are projected to fall into extreme poverty and food
insecurity. Decomposition of the results shows that approaches assuming uniform income
shocks would underestimate the impact by as much as one-third, emphasizing the need for
the more refined approach of this study.
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4. The pandemic of poverty, vulnerability, and COVID-19: Evidence from a fuzzy
multidimensional analysis of deprivations in Brazil

SCERJE: World Development,2021-03-01

%35, This paper aims to show how much and in which way people in Brazil are deprived in
terms of indicators directly related to the capacity to prevent and recover from infection
with COVID-19. We use the Alkire-Foster (AF) method and a fuzzy-set approach as
complements to measure multidimensional poverty within the context of the coronavirus
pandemic. We propose two pandemic-specific indexes to account for the vulnerability
related to the capacity to prevent infection with and to recover from the disease. The
outcomes reveal structural deprivations in the country and considerable inequality among
regions and ethnic groups. Rank correlation analyses suggest that the proposed indexes can
trace the trends in increasing infection and a higher mortality rate in vulnerable regions.
Compared to headcount ratio results, the fuzzy measures have more precise outcomes and
are better able to capture the evolution in mortality patterns. Our empirical evidence offers
an additional warning that the pandemic responses need to prioritize the most vulnerable
groups and reinforces the need for coordinated national action.
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5. Healthy soils for a healthy people and planet: FAO calls for reversal of soil degradation
[BEE ERRHZR ] Reversing soil degradation is vital if we want to feed a growing global
population, protect biodiversity and help address the planet’s climate crisis, the
Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), QU
Dongyu, told a meeting of agriculture ministers in Berlin.As much as 95 percent of global
food production depends on soil. However, unsustainable agricultural practices, the
overexploitation of natural resources and a growing population are putting increased
pressure on our soils. A third of them are already degraded, and experts estimate that soil
erosion could lead to a 10 percent loss in crop production by 2050.After oceans, soils are
the largest reservoirs of carbon and play a crucial role in mitigating and adapting to the
impacts of the climate crisis. The degradation of the world's soils has already released up to
78 gigatonnes of carbon into the atmosphere (one gigatonne is equivalent to the mass of
10,000 fully loaded U.S. aircraft carriers). According to the Global Soil Organic Carbon
Sequestration map, soils could sequester up to 2.05 petagrams of CO2 equivalent per year,
thus offsetting as much as 34 percent of greenhouse gas emissions from agricultural
land.Soils are full of life as well, holding an estimated 25% of global biodiversity.“Our
growing population requires more food that is nutritious and safe, free of contaminants and
pathogens,” FAQ’s Director-General told the gathering. “Countries must make stronger
commitments towards sustainable soil management,” Qu added.Over 70 agriculture
ministers from around the globe were invited by their German colleague, Cem Ozdemir, to
exchange thoughts and ideas at the Global Forum for Food and Agriculture (GFFA), a
conference that is held each year in Berlin.
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6. USDA Invests $1 Billion to Improve Community Infrastructure for People Living in Rural
Towns Across the Country

[ € = A& Mk#B JUSDA is investing $1 billion to build and improve critical community facilities
in 48 states, Puerto Rico and Guam. This infrastructure funding will increase access to health
care, education and public safety while spurring community development and building
sound infrastructure for people living in rural communities.731 projects that USDA is making
in five programs that will fund essential community services to help rural America build back

better, stronger and more equitably than ever before. These programs include Community
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Facilities Direct Loans and Grants, Community Facilities Loan Guarantees, Community
Facilities Technical Assistance Training Grants, Community Facilities Disaster Grants, and
Economic Impact Initiative Grants. The projects will finance emergency response vehicles
and equipment; build or improve hospitals and clinics and help fund other essential

community facilities.
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-community-infrastructure-people
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