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1. USDA Launches Pilot Program to Deploy Renewable Energy Infrastructure to People in
Rural Towns

[EE KA FHUSDA] U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack today
announced that the Department is making up to $10 million available to help people living
in rural towns develop community renewable energy projects that will help them cut their
energy costs and contribute to the nationwide effort to reduce pollution that contributes to
climate change. These funds will be targeted to help people who live in communities that
have been historically underinvested and disinvested.USDA is making the funds available
through the new Rural Energy Pilot Program to help the people of rural America build back
better, stronger and more equitably than ever before. Through this program, USDA is
supporting the Biden-Harris Administration’s commitment to making environmental justice
a part of every agency’s mission to address the disproportionate health, environmental,
economic and climate impacts on disadvantaged communities.“Under the leadership of
President Biden and Vice President Harris, USDA is providing grant assistance for people
who live in particularly underserved rural towns to help them cut their household energy
costs and address climate change at the local level,” Vilsack said. “As we continue to rebuild
the nation’s infrastructure, USDA is targeting resources and investments to help meet our
nation’s energy needs and combat climate change. The new program we’re announcing
today will pilot the viability of community-scale renewable energy investments to mitigate
the energy-burdened circumstances of particularly disadvantaged rural communities. This
assistance will help to keep people in their hometowns by supporting good-paying jobs,

business opportunities, and a more affordable cost of living.”
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3. Horn of Africa: Swift aid for drought-affected farmers and herders needed to avoid a
hunger crisis

[ B4 ERARHLRFA0] Over $138 million in urgent funding is needed to assist 1.5 million
vulnerable people in rural communities in the Horn of Africa whose fields and pastures have
been hard hit by an extended drought, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) said today, as it released a comprehensive response plan calling for a range of
support for agriculture in the region.In a region already prone to food insecurity associated
with weather extremes, natural resource limitations and conflict, the COVID-19 pandemic
and 2020-21 locust invasion have stretched the coping capacities of rural communities to
the limit, undermining agricultural productivity.Now a third season of drought driven by La
Ni&ntilde;a is raising concerns that a large-scale hunger crisis could break out if the region’s
food producing rural communities do not receive adequate assistance timed to the
necessities of upcoming agricultural seasons.In Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia, the worst
affected countries, projections indicate that some 25.3 million people will be facing high
acute food insecurity by mid-2022 if that scenario should materialize, it would place the
Horn of Africa among the world’s largest-scale food crises.The criticality of supporting rural
livelihoodsFAQ’s Horn of Africa Drought Response Plan calls for over $138 million to help
rural communities withstand this latest threat  with $130 million of that total urgently
needed by the end of February to provide time-critical assistance to highly-vulnerable,
agriculture-reliant communities in the three most impacted countries."We know from
experience that supporting agriculture at moments like this is hugely impactful that when

we act fast and at the right moment to get water, seeds, animal feed, veterinary care, and
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much needed cash to at-risk rural families, then hunger catastrophes can be averted," said
FAQ’s Director of Emergencies and Resilience, Rein Paulsen.“Well, the right moment is now.
We urgently need to support pastoralists and farms in the Horn, immediately, because the
cycle of the seasons waits for no one,” he added.In 2011, a severe drought contributed to a
famine outbreak in Somalia that saw 260 000 people perish from starvation most of
them before an official famine declaration was made.In 2017, however, potential
drought-associated famines in four countries in the greater Horn of Africa region were
averted thanks to a concerted international push to act early and that prioritized helping
rural communities cope with stresses before they spiralled into food crises.The clock is
already ticking, Paulsen warned. The lean season that has just started is marked by limited
grazing opportunities for pastoralist families, and their livestock will need nutritional and
veterinary support. Crop-reliant families, for their part, must have seeds and other supplies
in hand to hit the ground running when the main Gu planting season begins, in March.FAQ's
plan of actionFAQ's drought response plan seeks to target support to 1.5 million of the most
at-risk rural populations in Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia.For pastoralist families, this would
include providing animal feed and nutritional supplements and mobile veterinary health
clinics to keep their livestock healthy and producing milk, transporting water to 10 000 litre
collapsible water reservoirs set up in remote areas, and upgrading existing wells to run on
solar power.In the case of crop-reliant families, FAO aims to distribute seeds of
drought-tolerant early-maturing varieties of sorghum, maize, cowpea and protein-rich mung
bean and nutrient-dense vegetables, and arrange for pre-planting land-ploughing services
and access to irrigation as well as training on good agricultural practices.Cash for work
programmes would allow able-bodied households to earn extra income by helping
rehabilitate agricultural infrastructure, like irrigation canals or boreholes. Families not able
to work for health or other reasons would receive unconditional infusions of cash. Providing
rural families with extra disposable income gives them the means to buy food at market
while they wait for their harvests to come in.In Somalia, FAO’s plan calls for the provision of
boats, equipment and training to help coastal communities who do not typically engaging in
fishing secure a new and much-needed source of calories and protein, building on ongoing
FAO work to promote the diversification of livelihoods in the country. If fully funded the
agency’s plan would allow for the production of up to 90 million litres of milk and up to 40
000 tonnes of staple food crops in the first part of 2022, putting over 1 million highly food
insecure people on a safe footing for at least six months.Durable solutionsBy allowing

people to stay home and productive and preserve their livelihoods, while increasing their



resilience, FAO'’s intervention would lay the groundwork for longer-term stability and food
security.“For years we have seen the same cycles of vulnerability and stresses undermining
agricultural productivity in the rural communities of the Horn of Africa. It is time to invest
more in addressing the drivers of hunger, and build people’s capacity to keep producing
even when hit by shocks like drought, so that inevitable shocks do not inevitably descend
into humanitarian crises,” said Chimimba David Phiri, FAO’s Subregional Coordinator for
Eastern Africa (SFE) and Representative to the African Union and to the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa.
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8. Fisheries Commission lauds government’s Aquaculture for Food and Jobs initiative

[ News Ghanain4A%5 & 1 Mr Hanson Kodzo Dzamefe Inr, the Bono Regional Director of the
Fisheries Commission has lauded the government’s flagship Aquaculture for Food and Jobs
(AFJ) programme which has improved the region’s annual fish production.He said the Tilapia
Seed (Tiseed) module of the programme had also had a significant impact on fish production
as well, thereby creating numerous job opportunities for the youth in the region.“The

programme has created an avenue to train the youth on aquaculture, and provided them


https://www.yidaiyilu.gov.cn/xwzx/gnxw/214975.htm

with requisite skills in fish production”, Mr Dzamefe told the Ghana News Agency (GNA) in
an interview in Sunyani on Tuesday.He said since the implementation of the AFJ 2020, the
programme had constructed 14 fish ponds and supplied beneficiaries including; the Wenchi
Eagle Youth Association and Dormaa Senior High School with 18,800 tilapia and catfish
fingerlings.The beneficiaries were also provided with feed to enhance their fishing activities,
he said and appealed to the government to extend the AFJ to benefit tertiary institutions
and graduates as an alternative source of livelihood.Mr Dzamefe explained the Tiseed
module targeted hatcheries to develop quality tilapia fingerlings, saying “this particular
module is being implemented in collaboration with the CSIR-Water Research Institute,
International food Policy Research Institute and the Royal Technical Institute”.Under the
module, he explained more than 853 brood stock of tilapia fingerlings had been supplied to
the Dormaa Fish Hatchery and Training Center and the BritAddo Farms at Abesim in the
Sunyani Municipality.“The Tiseed programme has come to help and would produce quality
fingerlings and make them readily available to farmers to create additional jobs in the
fishing value chain and improve the living standards of the people and guarantee food
security as well”, Mr Dzamefe added.
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9. South-South Cooperation: FAO signs key agreement with Chinese Government

[BE ERRHAZIFAOIThe Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
has signed an agreement with the Chinese Government officially launching Phase Il of the
FAO-China South-South Cooperation (SSC) Programme.The General Agreement was signed
by the Director-General of FAO, QU Dongyu and the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Affairs
of the People’s Republic of China,TANG Renjian.It followed the announcement by Chinese
President Xi Jinping in September 2020 of an additional $50 million in funding for the
Programme.President Xi made the pledge during a video address to the general debate of
the United Nations General Assembly.The agreement underlines “China’s effort to prioritize
the development of agriculture and rural areas through the ongoing rural revitalization
strategy” and FAO’s mandate in food security and nutrition, agriculture, fisheries, and
forestry, “including providing technical assistance to its Members in the field of sustainable

development and resilient livelihoods.”“This is an important agreement, both in terms of
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synergy between China’s experience and FAQ’s priorities and also for China’s continuous
contribution to promoting South-South and Triangular Cooperation, to transform agrifood
systems and to achieve Better Production, Better Nutrition, a Better Environment and a
Better Life for all, leaving no-one behind,” FAO Director-General QU Dongyu said. The
overarching goal of Phase Il of the FAO-China SSC Programme is to support developing
countries in achieving sustainable agrifood systems transformation and to contribute to the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), especially
SDG1 and SDG2.Phase Ill of the FAO-China SSC Programme covers six key thematic areas:
agricultural production and productivity; value chains and trade; tropical agriculture and
dryland farming; resilience building; emergency response, and global governance and
traditional agricultural areas. Special focus will also be given to food loss and waste,
innovation and digital agriculture, among others.Substantial resultsin 2009, the FAO-China
SSC Programme was established with an initial contribution of $30 million for Phase |,
allowing exchanges of knowledge and experience between China and other countries of the
global South. In 2015, China contributed an additional USD 50 million for Phase Il of the
Programme.The FAO-China SSC Programme has achieved substantial results to date. Under
this flagship South-South and Triangular Cooperation Programme, a total of 25 national,
regional, inter-regional and global projects have been implemented to support agricultural
development and food security in line with countries’ priorities and needs. The Programme
has reached more than 100,000 direct beneficiaries and several hundred thousand indirect
beneficiaries at grassroots level in rural areas. Chinese experts fielded in host countries have
transferred practical and adaptable technologies by providing demand-driven
demonstrations and trainings in collaboration with local counterparts.In addition to the field
projects, more than 50 global capacity development events and activities have been
organized with the participation of thousands of government officials, technical experts,
small-scale farmers and other stakeholders from over 100 FAO’s member states.FAO's role
in South-South and Triangular CooperationThe successful introduction of new technologies
through SSTC in many countries has contributed to increased food security, especially
through the improvement of agricultural productivity, diversification of food crops, small
animal and fish production, and rural incomes.Over the past two decades, a total of $435
million has been invested in SSTC projects and activities.
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10. CABI to share expertise as part of new £10m centre with mission to create green
revolution in agriculture

[ & By A Nv #0 4 ¥ $} % .0 CABI' ] CABI is to share its expertise as part of a new
&pound;10m centre with a mission to create a green revolution in agriculture as well as
rescuing threatened species and restoring natural habitats.Dr Matthew Ryan, Curator,
Genetic Resource Collection at CABI, has today welcomed news that the &pound;10m
Leverhulme Centre for the Holobiont will draw upon CABI’s expertise in the microbiome,
biocontrol and collections to help facilitate research which will map the associations
between microbes and higher organisms, creating a holobiont ‘tree of life.” This will track
which microbes live with which hosts and highlight patterns across nature.‘Holobiont’ is a
term given to a larger organism, such as a human, animal or plant, and its associated
community of microbes. Many of these microbial communities, often called ‘microbiomes’,
are relied upon by the host organism, for example the ‘good bacteria’ that live in our guts
and keep us healthy.CABI will work, as part of the 10-year project, with a network of
scientists from Imperial College London, Wellcome Sanger Institute, the EMBL’s European
Bioinformatics Institute (EMBL-EBI), the Natural History Museum, Royal Botanic Gardens
Kew, the Rosalind Franklin Institute, the Mary Lyon Centre, ZSL London Zoo, and the Tara
Oceans Consortium. The project will be led by Professor Tom Bell of Imperial College
London.CABI will draw upon its expertise gleamed from decades of research into invasive
species and their associated microbiota and CABI’s CABI Culture Collection of 30,000 living
strains from 142 countries, of which 90% are unique.CABI is already part of the UK Crop
Microbiome Cryobank (UK-CMCB) to safeguard future research and facilitate the
sustainable yield improvement of the UK’s six major food crops including barley, oats, oil
seed rape, potato, sugar beet and wheat. It is hoped that this BBSRC project, which joins
researchers from Rothamsted Research, Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC) and the John Innes
Centre, in developing a ‘Noah’s Ark’ of UK microbes from crop systems will also feed into
the research conducted at the Leverhulme Centre for the Holobiont.Dr Ryan said, “The work
that we will conduct in partnership as part of the new Leverhulme Centre for the Holobiont
is vital in understanding the many microbial communities within the human, animal and
plant world.“This is particular poignant in respect of agriculture and the need for greater
food security where creating new sustainable ways of growing crops without an
overreliance on fertilizers and pesticides is increasing the imperative amid the challenges
of climate change.”Plants combine with microbes to form unique holobionts, largely

through cooperative microbes (fungal mycorrhiza and symbiotic bacteria) in their roots that



take in nutrients from the surrounding soil and pass them to the plant. The scientists believe
that mapping these holobionts could help to manipulate them, enabling crops to increase
nutrient uptake to reduce fertilizer use, or to better arm them against pathogens and pests
reducing the need for pesticides.Dr Marion Seier, Senior Plant Pathologist; Team Leader
Invasive Species, UK, at CABI, said, “CABI is delighted to be part of a team of researchers
across world-renowned research institutions where expertise can be shared to help better
understand holobionts that can not only help us feed the world through sustainable
agriculture but also help avoid potentially catastrophic declines in biodiversity driven by
invasive species.”The new Holobiont centre is one of three new Centres funded by the
Leverhulme Trust. These also include the Leverhulme Centre for Nature Recovery and the
Leverhulme Centre for Life in the Universe.The competition was designed to encourage
original research which would establish or reshape a significant field of study and transform
our understanding of an important topic in contemporary societies. The Trust encourages
research which is fundamental or curiosity-driven, multi-disciplinary, and often higher
risk.Professor Anna Vignoles, Director of the Leverhulme Trust, said, “Leverhulme Trust
Research Centres will, as they say, shift the needle on a particular topic. These centres are
bold, interdisciplinary and embrace novel approaches that will reshape or establish a
field.“The round was extremely competitive and the Trust Board is delighted to announce it
will be funding three new centres that are tackling vitally important issues relating to
environmental sustainability and seeking answers to questions that humans have long asked
but not had the means to answer, such as is there life elsewhere in the universe.”
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6. Urbanization in (post-) New Order Indonesia:connecting unevenness in the city with
that in the?

countryside

SCHERYE: The Journal of Peasant Studies,2022-01-04

%% . This article explores the relationship between the uneven outcomes of development
in Indonesian cities with exclusionary outcomes of capitalist development in rural areas.

Combining concepts of planetary urbanization with critical agrarian studies, we show how
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sociospatial and socionatural differentiations in (post-) New Order Java result in the
emergence of the Kaum Miskin Kota, a ‘stagnant relative surplus population’ residing in
precarious flood-prone urban spaces. These forms of differentiation are dialectically related
to rural enclosures caused by the creation of political forest and political water. Tracing such
relations forms a good basis to connect rural- and urban-based social movements.
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7. Understanding the intergroup relations of migrants in China

SCERJR: Population, Space and Place,2021-12-14

% B . The existing integration literature in the Chinese context has mostly focused on
migrants' relations with receiving contexts, such as place attachment and settlement
intention. Few attempts have been made to investigate migrants' relations with local
residents, a better indicator of migrants' integration. Based on the 2014 China Migrants
Dynamic Survey, this study scrutinises how environmental factors and individual factors
affect migrants' intergroup relations in China. The analysis shows that migrants who live in
more migrant-concentrated neighbourhoods and who stay in more developed cities with a
higher presence of migrants tend to suffer from worse intergroup relations. This implies
that no matter at which level the migrant concentration exists, it can hinder migrants'
intergroup relations. Moreover, both higher socioeconomic status and acculturation can
significantly improve migrants' intergroup relations, indicating that acculturation also plays
an important role in the relatively homogeneous society.
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8. Food policies and obesity in low- and middle-income countries

SCHRYE: World Development,2021-12-13

% % . Understanding the public health implications of food policies is crucial to combat
recently increasing overweight and obesity rates in many low-and-middle income countries
(LMICs). This study examines the implication of food policies, mainly tariff rates on
“unhealthy” foods (sugar and confectionery products as well as fats and oils) and
governments’ subsidies, on individuals’ body weight outcomes. We compile several macro-

and micro-level datasets that provide macro-level information on food policies and
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micro-level anthropometric data for several LMICs. We exploit temporal dynamics in tariff
rates on “unhealthy” foods and governments’ spending on subsidies to estimate fixed
effects models characterizing the evolution of body weight outcomes. We find that
temporal dynamics in tariff rates on unhealthy and energy-dense foods are significantly and
negatively associated with body weight. Conditional on several observable and
time-invariant unobservable factors, a decrease in tariff rates on sugar and confectionary
foods or fats and oils is associated with an increase in overweight and obesity rates. On the
other hand, an increase in subsidy rate, as a share of government expenditure, is
significantly associated with higher overweight and obesity rates. Interestingly, we find that
the implications of these food policies are more pronounced among poorer individuals. This
may be explained by the fact that poorer households usually spend a larger share of their
income on food consumption or unhealthy foods; and that poorer individuals are often
beneficiaries of government subsidies in many LMICs. These findings have important
implications for informing public health policies in LMICs, which are experiencing an
unprecedented rise in overweight and obesity rates.
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9. Governmental regulation induced pesticide retailers to provide more accurate advice
on pesticide use to farmers in China

WRRJE: Pest Management Science,2021-08-31

2. In China, pesticide retailers have often been accused of providing inaccurate advice
on pesticide use to farmers in a chaotic pesticide market. However, it is unclear whether
governmental regulation of sales and advice on pesticide use by pesticide retailers induces
them to provide accurate advice. Using survey data of 242 pesticide retailers in 2016, this
study analyzes how pesticide retailers in China provide advice on pesticide use to farmers
and examines whether governmental regulation induces pesticide retailers to provide
accurate advice. The surveyed retailers were found to advise farmers to use the correct
active ingredients in only 75.6% of observations. Retailers recommended pesticide
application rates higher than the scientifically recommended levels among 57.2% of
observations. The bivariate probit model estimation results show that highly intensive
governmental regulation increases the probability of correct advice on pesticide use of

pesticide retailers in the county and township seats by 13% and 19%, respectively.
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Moreover, highly intensive regulation can also increase the probability of pesticide
non-overuse advice by the retailers from the retailers in the villages by 38%.
HE
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10. Soil as a site of struggle: differentiated rifts under different modes of farming in
intensive commercial agriculture in urbanizing China

SCHERJE: The Journal of Peasant Studies,2021-07-06

% . The metabolic rifts resulted from the rural urban divide and agricultural
commodification require remedy with synthetic fertilizers, multiple labour practices and
other methods of repair in urbanizing China. The case study in North China shows that the
metabolic rift unfolds in an uneven way in different farmer groups with differential labour
patterns and livelihood strategies. Simple commodity producers have generally greater
potential than capitalized family farmers to ameliorate soil by internalizing external squeeze.
This implies contradictory processes and a complex dialectic of destruction and
replenishment which makes soil a site of struggle and metabolic rift an increasingly
ambivalent notion. This contradiction between intensive ‘modern agriculture’ and its
complex material base will ultimately limit the sustainable development of agriculture,
which requires a fundamental change of the productivist paradigm and a return to
ecological principles.
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1. Climate-smart agriculture and the World Trade Organization
RATIE:  H bR shBOR B ST FTIFPRI
RAGESIA]: 2022-01-03
%35 Climate change threatens our ability to ensure global food security, eradicate poverty,
and achieve sustainable development. Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from human
activity and livestock are a significant driver of climate change, trapping heat in the Earth’s
atmosphere and triggering global warming. Climate change has both direct and indirect
effects on agricultural productivity including changing rainfall patterns, drought, flooding,

and the geographical redistribution of pests and diseases.Agricultural subsidies have
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exacerbated those effects by distorting crop and livestock production and contributing to
indirect land-use change resulting in deforestation and pasture conversion.1 The
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) estimates that
agricultural support among OECD countries and large emerging developing countries was
USD 540 billion in 2020. Further, a recent study by three United Nations agencies projects
that global support could exceed USD 730 billion by 2030.2 The study concludes that
eliminating agricultural support could reduce GHG emissions by 80 million tons CO2eq by
2030, which represents less than 2 percent of the total emissions from agriculture.While
eliminating agricultural support would likely have only modest climate change effects, many
believe the agricultural sector could contribute to global climate goals by repurposing
agricultural support toward adopting climate-smart agricultural (CSA) practices.3 The CSA
approach has three main pillars: (1) sustainably increasing agricultural productivity and
incomes, (2) adapting and building resilience to climate change, and (3) reducing or
removing GHG emissions, where possible.4In September, US Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack announced a new initiative to finance climate-smart farming
and forestry practices to aid in marketing CSA commodities. Under the initiative, the USDA
would support a set of pilot projects that provides incentives to implement climate-smart
conservation practices on working lands and quantify and monitor the carbon and GHG
benefits associated with those practices. The pilots could rely on the Commodity Credit
Corporation’s specific power to aid in expanding or developing new and additional markets.
In addition, the House of Representative’s Build Back Better Act, currently before the Senate,
would provide additional funding on climate-related research and development and provide
over $28 billion to fund climate-smart conservation practices.5While government
implementation of mitigation and adaptation policies may help address climate change,
concerns arise if CSA policies run counter to international trade disciplines. In particular, CSA
policies could directly conflict with World Trade Organization (WTQ) trade rules if those
policies distort production and trade.
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