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1 . USDA Invests $5.2 Billion to Build and Improve Critical Rural Infrastructure in 46
States and Puerto Rico

[USDA] U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that
USDA is investing $5.2 billion to build and improve critical rural infrastructure in 46
states and Puerto Rico. The investments reflect the Biden-Harris Administration’ s
commitment to Building a Better America by investing in rural communities and will
help expand access to high-speed internet, clean water and reliable electricity in
people’ s homes and businesses across rural America. This announcement follows the
recent passage of President Biden’ s historic Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and reflects
the many ways USDA Rural Development’ s programs are helping people, businesses
and communities address critical infrastructure needs to help rural America build back
better.
i
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/12/16/usda-invests-52-hillion-

build-and-improve-critical-rural

2 . The CAP contributes to a balanced development of EU rural areas

[European Commission] Poverty and land abandonment would be more pronounced
in the absence of the common agricultural policy (CAP), however administrative burden
limits the efficiency of CAP support in rural areas. The evaluation of the CAP’ s impact
on territorial development of rural areas assesses the extent to which the CAP
contributes to the development in rural areas by reducing social and economic
imbalances, including social exclusion in rural areas and between rural and surrounding
areas. Based on an external evaluation support study, replies to a public consultation
and additional analysis carried out by the Commission, the evaluation is relevant for the
long-term vision for the EU’ s rural areas, which aims to enable rural areas to make the
most of their potential and support them in facing demographic change, the risk of
poverty and limited access to services.
i
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/cap-contributes-balanced-development-eu-rural

-areas-2021-dec-13 en




3 . EU agricultural outlook 2021-31: sustainability and health concerns to shape
agricultural markets

[European Commission] Over the next decade, EU forest area will continue to grow,
with the recognition of the role of forests in carbon storage supporting it. Consumers’
concerns over the environment and climate change will result in a higher attention paid
to the production process and products’ origin for meat. Organic milk production is
expected to rise, providing higher economic value for producers, environmental
benefits and contributing to higher animal welfare. Consumption of fresh fruit and
vegetables is also projected to increase, benefiting from further health awareness.
These are just a few of the projections from the European Union agricultural outlook
for 2021-31 report published on 9 December 2021 by the European Commission.
i

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/eu-agricultural-outlook-2021-31-sustainability-a

nd-health-concerns-shape-agricultural-markets-2021-dec-09_en

4 . Navigating the early stages of a large sustainability-oriented rural tourism
development project: Lessons from Trana, Norway

CERE - Tourism Management,2021-11-18

E This paper draws on data collected through multiple approaches and presents an
exploration of the early stages of a large sustainability-oriented rural tourism
development project. Through a streamlined qualitative analysis, the study revealed
four tactical moves deployed in the early stages of the project. The moves include
instilling project legitimacy, forging a support network, anchoring the project, and
mobilising resources and capabilities. Further analysis revealed that these moves tend
to reinforce each other, and thus they require concurrent implementation.
Subsequently, the study develops a framework delineating drivers, enablers, challenges,
and key success factors for navigating the early stages of a large sustainability-oriented
rural tourism development project. Intriguingly, the study contradicts the path
dependence perspective, which is often used in project management research. Instead,
it suggests that the early stages of such projects require tactical path creation involving
well-calculated actions that serve as a breeding ground for valuable random incidents.
i
http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/0OF/EC/Csgk0GG_OCSAMMLAAChghzy0Lgs247.pdf




5. ‘We would like this place to be a town’ : The benefits and challenges of rural
development near protected areas

CHERER - World Development Perspectives, 2021-10-25

ZE . The degree to which African small town development poses a challenge to
conservation near protected areas remains understudied. Low levels of economic
development limit the ability to investigate and theorize how rural populations alter the
built environment as incomes rise. This study examined the spatial and temporal
dynamics of dwelling construction in two Mozambican villages located near Limpopo
National Park where rhino poaching has financed rapid rural development. We
analyzed 495 photographs of the built environment and 110 semi-structured interviews
occurring over a six-year period (20092015) corresponding with increased rhino
poaching. We find a rapid and exponential increase in dwellings rebuilt or renovated
exclusively with finished construction materials, a process we refer to as upgrading.
Exposure to upgraded dwellings corresponds with positive assessments of
community-wide development, even for individuals not living in these dwellings.
Residents of neighborhoods with the least upgrading were most likely to discuss low
quality dwellings as diminishing human dignity. Taken together, these findings suggest
growing acceptance of illegal activity as a development strategy in rural communities.
i
http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1l/M00/03/1A/CsgkOWG_N7KASh)J5AGPqz7bGzHc897.pdf
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