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4. USDA Works to Strengthen School Meals, Listens to Feedback from Food Industry
Leaders

[EE R HEBUSDA] U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack, Deputy
Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition and Consumer Services, Stacy Dean and USDA Food and
Nutrition Service (FNS) Administrator Cindy Long yesterday hosted a virtual listening session
with 19 school food industry executives to discuss their critical role in strengthening access
to nutritious foods for school meals programs, now and into the future.“USDA’s school meal
programs have a wide-reaching impact on the health and well-being of our nation’s
children,” said Vilsack. “Now, more than ever, America’s children need access to the healthy
and nutritious foods, and our industry partners play a huge role in making that
happen.”USDA’s meeting with these key partners came as the department, schools and
other partners across the country celebrate National School Lunch Week (NSLW) between
October 11-15. This week and every week is an opportunity to celebrate the high-quality,
delicious, and nutritious lunches children receive through schools.The COVID-19 public
health and economic crisis has highlighted the essential role that school meals play in
addressing childhood hunger, as well as the tireless dedication and creativity of school food
professionals in making sure children are well fed no matter the situation.USDA touches
the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris
Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more
resilient local and regional food production, ensuring access to healthy and nutritious food
in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers
using climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in
infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity
across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more
representative of America.
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7. Women farmers & world food status

[ Daily Asian Age ] Daily Asian Age published an article stating that women are key
contributors to agriculture production, yet are missing at the decision table, with alarming
consequences. For food systems to be just, there is an urgency to close the gender resource
gap, says Jemimah Njuki, Director for Africa at IFPRI and Custodian for the Gender Equality
and Women's Empowerment Lever of the UN Food Systems Summit.
i

https://www.ifpri.org/news-release/women-farmers-world-food-status-daily-asian-age%
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8. Falling kyat, rising food prices add to Myanmar's troubles

[ The Straits Times ] The Straits Times (Myanmar) published an article stating that
Myanmar's fast-depreciating currency is straining the people in a country gripped by
political turmoil following a Feb 1 military coup. The kyat, which was trading at slightly
above 2,000 to the United States dollar yesterday, has lost more than a third of its value

since the coup. In the months ahead, the kyat's depreciation may even affect Myanmar's
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food supply. An IFPRI report, Monitoring the agri-food system in Myanmar: Food vendors
noted that retailers saw an average 48 percent decline in sales of inorganic fertilizers in June,
compared with the same period last year. This could reduce the country's agricultural
output this year by 9 percent to 15 percent, it said.

i

https://www.ifpri.org/news-release/falling-kyat-rising-food-prices-add-myanmars-troubl

es-straits-times

9. A Path to Sustainable, Climate-Resilient Agriculture in Eastern and Southern Africa:
Enhancing Science to Support the Agribusiness Ecosystem

[ E Fr RN REE TR 4 2R CGIAR] For more than 300 million people in Africa, maize is the
most important dietary staple. Produced widely, the crop is especially dominant in
sub-Saharan Africa, where it provides roughly 30 percent of caloric intake and basic food
security. While popular, accessible, and an important part of many Africans’ diets, maize is
also associated with lower nutritional content, soil degradation, and vulnerability to climate
change. Often under-resourced, maize-reliant smallholder farmers across eastern and
southern Africa — where almost two-thirds of the population depends on farming—are
dangerously exposed to climate extremes. The region struggles with intensifying cycles of
flood and drought that threaten USS$45 billion worth of agricultural produce. Maize is beset
by other challenges including extreme heat, reduced soil fertility, and pests and diseases
like Fall Armyworm. While East and Southern Africa are home to some of the world’s
fastest-growing economies, growth has not led to a reduction in poverty. Instead, the
number of people living below the poverty line has increased. This is partly because Africa
has the world’s largest proportion of young people, many of whom are unemployed.
Fundamental weaknesses in the agricultural sector have prevented reduction in rural
poverty and inequality, leaving many small farmers trapped in poverty. These weaknesses
include a lack of secure access to land, credit, and profitable markets. This is a particular
problem for women and youth. Value chains are fragmented, with unstable relationships
between firms and farmers. Increasingly, agriculture start-ups and small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) are rising to these challenges to strengthen value chains. They help
smallholder farmers improve productivity, boost incomes, and increase climate resilience.
There is a vibrant agribusiness ecosystem, with a mature formal market, such as retail stores

and supermarkets. With targeted, evidence-backed investment in food systems, many of
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the system’s weaknesses can be remedied. Can small- and medium-scale agribusinesses in
eastern and southern Africa find a sustainable path forward? One capable of delivering
improved nutrition, better public health outcomes, and enhanced food security amid
intensifying climate shocks? We think the answer is yes. CGIAR has been a major force
behind a global coalition of development organizations dedicated to introducing sustainable
agricultural practices to countries in eastern and southern Africa. This coalition has engaged
hundreds of stakeholders from the food, land, water, and development sectors to identify
innovative, science-based policy pathways for empowering agribusiness SMEs to diversify
agricultural production and become sustainable, profitable, and climate-resilient. Informed
by this collaborative research, CGIAR is proposing a bold, visionary regional initiative
—Ukama Ustawi (U2): Diversification for Resilient Agribusiness Ecosystems in East and
Southern Africa —that could transform the region’s agriculture sector through research and
the promotion of policies, technologies, services, and best practices. This includes finding
inclusive, science-based ways for agribusiness SMEs to support sustainable, resilient, and
intensified maize production, while complementing with environmentally appropriate and
nutritious, diversified farming with legumes, alternative grains, vegetables, trees, livestock,
or fish. To speed the transition, the initiative engages farmers in research that pursues
water-secure, low-emission crop production and improves access to innovative digital and
financial tools. These tools can empower producers to efficiently cultivate and sell a range
of crops better suited to withstanding an increasingly erratic water supply. Further, the
initiative seeks to strengthen agribusiness sustainability by helping unlock private
investment and deploying evidence-based advocacy for government policies that can help
improve market access for these farmers. Agribusinesses and farmers across eastern and
southern Africa’s “maize belt”— including Eswatini, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique,
Uganda, South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe — could benefit immensely through
diversification. One aspect of the initiative will be modeled around the AGRF’s “Agribusiness
Dealroom,” a matchmaking platform to drive new business deals and commitments. This
model will provide agriculture SMEs with the opportunity to access finance, mentorship,
and market entry opportunities. It will also create opportunities for governments to present
investment opportunities, promote investment incentives, and engage with interested
investors. The right business climate Given that these countries have signed the Africa Free
Trade Agreement as a step toward joining the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA),
there is arguably great potential now to connect small- and medium-scale farmers to new

markets. Avenues are opening for the region’s agribusinesses to transport and sell more



nutritious, higher-value crops to consumers across borders. The time is right to accelerate
research on economic incentives, best agricultural practices, and climate change in an
enabling economic environment comprised of some of the world’s fastest-growing — but
poorest — economies. CGIAR envisions that by 2024, 50,000 farmers — including 20,000
women — across the region will benefit from policy and technology innovations to practice
mixed-maize agricultural production, with 1 million farmers utilizing climate advisory and
agricultural risk management services accessible via mobile phone to better time planting
and harvesting. CGIAR's vision for the region aims to fuel substantial progress toward the
2030 Sustainable Development Goals for reducing poverty and hunger while promoting
gender equality and advancing responsible consumption and production. By easing
maize-intensive agriculture’s ecological footprint, the initiative will also drive progress
toward creating a sustainable foundation for resilient food systems that decreases
malnutrition. It will empower a new generation of climate-resilient farmers with knowledge
and tools to anticipate and navigate future climate shocks and stresses.
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2. Sustainability Challenge of Eastern Europe—Historical Legacy, Belt and Road Initiative,

Population Aging and Migration

SCHRJE:  Sustainability,2021-10-05

% % . The historical legacy of Eastern European and the Balkans’ health systems was
mutually interdependent and shaped by local socioeconomic circumstances. Three
distinctive systems of risk sharing and health financing developed since the late XIX century
were the Bismarck, Beveridge, and Semashko systems. Modern day healthcare systems in
these countries are challenged by population aging, accelerated innovation in medical
technology, growing purchasing power and rising demand for healthcare services.
Supply-side changes contribute to demand-side efficiency bottlenecks in financing, driving
up the costs of the already expensive medical care. All of the nations have a large share of
citizens experiencing difficulty with affordability and access to medical care, particularly in
rural and remote areas. Network of health technology assessment agencies have
mushroomed over the past three decades. Principles of health economics theory and
cost-effective resource allocation are slowly gaining ground in governing authorities’
mindset and decision-making processes. For many years to come, pharmaceuticals and
medical services will remain dependent on out-of-pocket spending. Currently, accelerating
and spreading 4.0 Industrial Revolution, together with the Belt and Road Initiative, are likely
to substantially impact the further economic development of this vast region.
Post-pandemic “green” recovery strategies adopted by many of the Eastern European
governments shall also make this transition toward sustainable development more difficult
and challenging, given the large dependency of all these economies on traditional carbon
fuels.
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6. Factors Affecting the Trade Dependence Relationship of Asian Countries with China:
Implications for China’s Belt and Road Initiative

SCHRYE:  Sustainability,2021-09-29

%% . China’s Belt and Road Initiative (B&R) has received much doubts about its impact on
Asian countries. This paper studies the B&R effect from a new perspective of the trade
dependence relationship, and explores this B&R impact on the influencing factors of the
degree of trade dependence. By implementing a series of grouping analyses on influencing
factors, this paper analyses the impact of four national characteristics, including Asian
countries’ income levels, geographical location characteristics, social development levels
and intimacy with China, and finally gives a robust test by combining alternative indicators
of trade dependence degree based on information entropy. The empirical results show that
trade dependence degree has increased after implementing the B&R, but its downward
growth rate shows that the B&R has not taken over the trade dependence. The inhibiting
effects of energy exports on the degree of trade dependence deny the trade binding
hypothesis due to the increasing energy of export trade. Trade openness and infrastructure
development had a negative effect on the degree of trade dependence, while their
cross-product term weakened their respective inhibitory effects, and even more after B&R.
Meanwhile, the asymmetry of trade and FDI have a significantly positive impact on the
degree of trade dependence. Moreover, grouping national characteristics will bring the
promoting or inhibiting effects of these influencing factors on the degree of trade

dependence. The robust test presents conclusions. This paper enriches the research content
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on the B&R, and the findings can provide some implications on the selection of trade
partners and the sustainable development of the B&R.
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8. Ecology and environment of the Belt and Road under global climate change: A
systematic review of spatial patterns, cost efficiency, and ecological footprints

CRRJE: Ecological Indicators,2021-09-24

% . The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) will play an essential role in boosting the world’s
economy. However, the main portion of the Belt and Road (B&R) is in arid, semi-arid, or
sub-humid fragile ecological regions, which with global climate change and the
intensification of human activities will face many pressing environmental chal?lenges in the
future. Despite this, in the existing research on the B&R, papers in the field of natural
sciences are less than 1.24.3% of the total number of papers on the main databases, which
is far lower than the coverage in humanities and social sciences. And those focused on the
ecological and environmental issues along the B&R are even fewer, so necessary
understanding of both the risks and adequate mitigation measures remains unclear. This
paper systematically reviews the relevant research on the eco-environments along the B&R,
and summarizes it in terms including of spatial patterns and cognition, cost efficiency and

evaluation, ecological security and eval?uation, ecological footprint and carrying capacity. It
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further suggests that a better understanding of environ?mental changes and their effects on
the B&R is needed. Additionally, it is essential that the potential positive socio-economic
impacts for the future under the BRI are sustainable. Finally, future research directions are
proposed to improve for the better eco-environments in B&R regions with consideration of
global changes.
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9. Accelerating pond aquaculture development and resilience beyond COVID: Ensuring
food and jobs in Ghana

CHRYE: Aquaculture,2021-09-11

5. Over the past decade, the aquaculture sector in Ghana has experienced tremendous
growth—driven mainly by large-scale cage aquaculture. Pond aquaculture, traditionally
extensive and with limited external inputs, has been transforming over the same period.
Farm profitability was wide-ranging, between — 12.00 and 46.00 Ghanaian cedi (GHC) per
square meter (m2 ), with an average of GHC 8.82/m2 for farmers active in 2019. Despite
wide variability in production and profits, the majority of farmers experienced positive
profits—on average, GHC 3.24 per kilogram of tilapia produced, or a 27% profit margin.
Farmers who adopted good aquaculture practices and intensified their production have high
productivity and positive profits. Nonetheless, the cost to produce 1 kg of tilapia in Ghana
(roughly USS1.51 on average) was much higher than in other major tilapia-producing
countries (averaging roughly US$0.78 to 1.29). COVID crisis further affected fish farmers:
54% experienced difficulties in accessing inputs, 56% experienced difficulties selling their
fish, and farmgate fish prices went down in AprilAugust, although slowly bounced back by
end of 2020. Improving the competitiveness and resilience of Ghanaian tilapia sector will
require improved seed, increased adoption of good management practices, lower?cost
quality feed, and enabling policies and regulations.
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10. Urban educated group's perceptions of the COVID-19 pandemic management in
Bangladesh: a qualitative exploration

CHRVE: F1000Research,2021-04-20
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% B . Background: Since the emergence of the COVID-19 outbreak, Government of
Bangladesh (GoB) has taken various measures to restrict virus transmission and inform the
people of the situation. However, the success of such measures largely depends on a
positive public perception of the government’s ability to act decisively and the transparency
of its communication. We explored public perceptions of pandemic management efforts by
the Bangladeshi health sector decision-makers in this study.Methods: As this qualitative
research was conducted during the COVID-19 pandemic, data was gathered through seven
online mixed-gender focus group discussions involving 50 purposively selected clinicians and
non-clinicians.Results: The study participants concurred that, from the outset,
decision-makers failed to engage the right kind of experts, which resulted in poor pandemic
management that included imposing lockdown in periphery areas without arranging patient
transport to the center, declaring certain hospitals as COVID-19 dedicated without
preparing the facilities or the staff, and engaging private hospitals in care without allowing
them to test the patients for COVID-19 infection. Several participants also commented on
ineffective actions on behalf of the GoB, such as imposing home quarantine instead of
institutional, corruption, miscommunication, and inadequate private sector regulation. The
perception of the people regarding service providers is that they lacked responsiveness in
providing treatment, with some doctors misleading the public by sharing misinformation.
Service providers, on the other hand, observed that decision-makers failed to provide them
with proper training, personal protective equipment, and workplace security, which has
resulted in a high number of deaths among medical staff.Conclusions: The Bangladeshi
health sector decision-makers should learn from their mistakes to prevent further
unnecessary loss of life and long-term economic downturn. They should adopt a
science-based response to the COVID-19 pandemic in the short term while striving to
develop a more resilient health system in the long run.
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1. U.S. Bioenergy Statistics
FATR: K E AR FBUSDA
RAGESIA]: 2021-07-20
%% . Society has just begun to tap new renewable sources of energy from agriculture and

forestlands on a commercial scale that impacts energy markets. Among these sources are
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biofuels, a small but important component of current fuel consumption in the U.S. transport
sector. In 2012, biofuels accounted for roughly 7.1 percent of total transport fuel
consumption, or 13.8 billion gallons, unchanged from the previous year. Ethanol, made
mostly from corn starch from kernels, is by far the most significant biofuel in the United
States, accounting for 94 percent of all biofuel production in 2012. Most of the remainder
is biodiesel, which is made from vegetable oils (chiefly soy oil) as well as animal fats, waste
oils, and greases.The U.S. Bioenergy Statistics are a source of information on biofuels
intended to present a picture of the renewable energy industry and its relationship to
agriculture.  Where appropriate, data are presented in both a calendar year and the
relevant marketing year timeframe to increase utility to feedstock-oriented users. The
statistics highlight the factors that influence the demand for agricultural feedstocks for
biofuels production; for instance, numerous tables emphasize the relationship between
energy and commodity markets.ERS analysts track U.S. ethanol and biodiesel production,
consumption, and trade. They also monitor and analyze U.S. bioenergy policy and events
that affect the domestic and international biofuel and feedstock markets.  Additional
tables will be added as new series become available.
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1. Policy seminar: AATM report outlines opportunities and challenges for intra-African
agricultural trade
RATIE:  H bR shBOR B ST FTIFPRI
RAGESIA]: 2021-10-07
%35, African agricultural trade has yet to reach its potential, despite progress over the last
decade. The continent continues to face issues including the lack of regional integration,
inadequate infrastructure, and high trading costs—all recently exacerbated by COVID-19
restrictions and lockdowns. However, the Jan. 1 implementation of the Africa Continental
Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA) offers unprecedented opportunities for the region.A Sept.
24 online policy seminar focused on current and future prospects for intra-African trade and
other trends as outlined in the 2021 Africa Agriculture Trade Monitor (AATM) report by
AKADEMIYA2063 and IFPRI.The purpose of AfCFTA—thus far signed by 54 countries and
ratified by 38—is to “create a single market for goods and services in the region to

accelerate intra-African agricultural trade and boost [the continent’s] agricultural trade
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participation in the global market,” said Getaw Tadesse, Director of Operational Support at
AKADEMIYA2063, noting the trade deal’s potential to open economic opportunities for the
African population.Accurate and timely trade statistics are fundamental to good policy
recommendations, especially for Africa where informal trade is often not captured in official
international trade data. The AATM report addresses this gap, statistically treating and
processing the UN Comtrade Database to estimate informal trade, getting a new and more
accurate estimate of cross-border trade in Africa, noted IFPRI Senior Research Fellow
Antoine Bou&euml;t.The costs in formal trade should be reduced by incentivizing traders to
use formal cross-border channels, which would also improve the quality of trade statistics.
To do this, “international coordination of trade policies is needed more than ever,” said
Abdoulaye Seck, Professor of Economics at Université Cheikh Anta Diop in Senegal.One
problem many African countries face as their economies evolve is higher tariffs on
processed goods. Tariffs rise sharply on goods that are even minimally processed—for
example on chocolate compared to cocoa. As it is implemented, AfCFTA should be able to
address such tariff as well as non-tariff barriers, said AKADEMIYA2063 Associate Scientist
Leysa Sall. An important chapter in Africa’s trade history is the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU),
established in 1989, a free trade zone including Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, and
Tunisia. However, the AMU failed to meet its objectives, said Leila Baghdadi, a Professor of
Economics at the University of Tunis, due to the absence of a common vision, lack of
regional integration, and poor infrastructure. This history offers important lessons for
AfCFTA implementation, Baghdadi said.Africa has the least amount of regional integration in
the world. “In terms of intra-African trade, 70% of Europe’s trade is with Europe, 60% of
Asia’s with Asia, 50% for the Americas, while Africa stands at 22%; all of which is
international trade,” said World Trade Organization Senior Counsellor Doaa Abdel Motaal.
Food is a relatively small portion of this picture, she noted, and the cost of trade in Africa is
highest in the world.Africa requires investment for regional integration, to enable
reductions in trade and non-trade barriers, to improve its infrastructure, and in R&D, Abdel
Motaal added. “The best way to attract investment is by demonstrating that Africa is a good
global player &hellip; and a safe place to put money and time into,” she said.“Political will
will be necessary &hellip; to illustrate that there’s an ability to actually trade with one
another and to ensure there is a free flow of goods,” said Johann Kirsten, Director of the
Bureau for Economic Research (BER) at Stellenbosch University, South Africa.Boosting
intra-African agricultural trade requires several things, explained Chahir Zaki, Associate

Professor of Economics at Cairo University: Timely and accurate data; annual assessments of



AfCFTA’s performance in promoting intra-African trade and lowering tariffs; and
digitalization, such as the automation of customs to speed up clearance of perishable
agricultural goods. Following these recommendations, he said, will help make African trade
competitive at both regional and global levels.
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