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6. Governments increasingly prioritize aquatic foods to nourish nations, study finds

[ WorldFish ] A growing number of nations are prioritizing the link between aquatic food
systems and nutrition and public health in policies, marking an increased recognition of the
role of aquatic foods in sustainable healthy diets.New research by WorldFish and partners
has assessed the alignment of objectives in national aquatic food systems and public health
nutrition policies finding 77 of 158 national fisheries and aquaculture policies identified
nutrition as a key objective in the sector, and 68 of 165 public health nutrition policies
identified the importance of fish and other aquatic foods consumption as key
objectives.This study reveals a positive trend in policy that prioritizes aquatic foods to
nourish nations, said co-author Shakuntala Thilsted, WorldFish’s global lead for nutrition
and public health and 2020 World Food Prize laureate.“It shows the growing recognition of
the crucial role aquatic foods have on people's nutrition and health and calls for the
increased focus of policies in this area. It also marks a widening in fisheries policy beyond
the traditional focus of production, economic efficiency, resource management and
environmental issues,” she explained.Aquatic foods—animals, plants and microorganisms
harvested and farmed from water—are rich in micronutrients and essential fatty acids
crucial to human health, and fisheries and aquaculture are increasingly recognized for their
capacity to sustainably increase nutritious food production to reduce global micronutrient

deficiencies and diet-based health risks.


https://www.yidaiyilu.gov.cn/sy/yw/184025.htm

i3

https://www.worldfishcenter.org/blog/governments-increasingly-prioritize-aquatic-foods

-nourish-nations-study-finds

7. 2021 Global Food Policy Report: COVID-19’s impact on agriculture and food systems in
South Asia

[ E Fr& & BUR BT FLPTIFPRI] The severe health and economic impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic have disrupted food systems and upended livelihoods across the globe. South
Asia, with its population of almost 2 billion people, accounted for nearly half of all new,
known infections worldwide as the second wave battered the region in 2021. While many
early expert predictions about dire impacts on economy and poverty did not materialize,
and food and agriculture remained resilient, pre-pandemic challenges have remained and
new chinks in the armor have surfaced.

B

https://www.cgiar.org/news-events/news/2021-global-food-policy-report-covid-19s-imp

act-on-agriculture-and-food-systems-in-south-asia

8. USDA Invests $69 Million to Support Critical Food and Nutrition Security Needs

[ ERMEUSDA] The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced today an investment
of $69 million to address critical food and nutrition security needs of low-income
communities enduring the pandemic, enhance the resilience of food and healthcare systems
impacted by the pandemic, and maximize funds reaching participants. This is one of several
key steps that USDA is taking to ensure access to healthy and nutritious food in all
communities, so every American has a chance to live a productive life and reach their full
potential. Twenty awards totaling $61.5 million are for Nutrition Incentive Grants, and 15
awards totaling $7.5 million are for Produce Prescription Grants. These grants are all part of
the National Institute of Food and Agriculture’s (NIFA) Gus Schumacher Nutrition Incentive
Program COVID Relief and Response (GusCRR) grants program.“Bolstering nutrition security
is one of our top goals in this Administration. The awards we are announcing today will help
households in communities across the country many hard-hit by the pandemic and the
resulting economic challenges be better equipped to purchase healthy fruits and
vegetables. The organizations receiving this funding have demonstrated their ability to

support vulnerable Americans with timely and impactful relief during this ongoing crisis,”
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said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.
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https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/08/17/usda-invests-69-million-suppor

t-critical-food-and-nutrition

9. New crop-livestock technologies to mitigate conflict between crop and livestock
farmers in DRC

[ & FrR B A RE R 4 2R CGIAR ] More than 20 farmers from Katogota and Kamanyola in
the Ruzizi plain of South Kivu Province, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), took part in a
participatory evaluation of intercropping trials of maize and Brachiaria grass. IITA organized
this activity on 14 July as part of the Integrated Project for Agricultural Growth in the Great
Lakes (PICAGL) in collaboration with the Consortium for Improving Agriculture-based
Livelihoods in Central Africa (CIALCA) project.The evaluation session comes about 10
months after introducing the maizeBrachiaria systems in the Ruzizi plain. IITA Research
Associate in Livestock, Samy Bacigale, explained the motivation for this research as the
scarcity of livestock feed in the Ruzizi plain, especially during the dry season where cattle
farmers opt for transhumance—migratory herding—looking for abundant pasture. Cows
destroy crops on their path leading to conflict between crop and livestock farmers.
B

https://www.cgiar.org/news-events/news/new-crop-livestock-technologies-to-mitigate-c

onflict-between-crop-and-livestock-farmers-in-drc/

10. Research centers call for innovation and stronger partnerships to scale up Africa’s food
systems

[ B Brdls R MEBF 5L BT ] Science, research, and innovation are essential to accelerate the
transformation to healthier, more sustainable, more equitable, and more resilient food
systems. What scientific innovations are needed and how they can inform related policies
were among the issues discussed at the recent Science Days, a virtual conference organized
by the Scientific Group as a prelude to the UN Food Systems Summit.On 7 July, the
Technologies for African Agricultural Transformation (TAAT) organized one of several
conference side events, themed “Scaling Up Innovations and Partnerships to Modernize
African Food Systems”. Moderator and IITA Director for Advocacy and Country Alignment

Function, Kwesi Atta-Krah, highlighted the need for urgent and pragmatic steps to solve
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shaky food systems and put Africa on the path of self-sustenance and prosperity.lITA
Director of Development and Delivery Office Alfred Dixon commended the organizers for
bringing the community together to address food challenges in Africa. He stated that the
impact of COVID-19 had demonstrated the need for Africa to fortify its food systems, and
TAAT is a classic example of the path that Africa needs to take to address its food challenge.
“l urge you to identify partnership models that are effective for the modernization of
Africa’s food system,” he advised.
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https://www.cgiar.org/news-events/news/research-centers-call-for-innovation-and-stron

ger-partnerships-to-scale-up-africas-food-systems/
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5. Do financial development, FDI, and globalization intensify environmental degradation
through the channel of energy consumption: evidence from belt and road countries.
SCHERJE:  Environmental Science and Pollution Research,2021-08-10

5 EL: This study explores the role of foreign direct investment (FDI), financial development
(FD), and globalization (GLO) in environmental degradation (ED) through the channel of
energy consumption (EC) for the selected panel of belt and road initiative (BRI) countries for
1990-2017. The study applies appropriate panel unit root tests, the Westerlund
cointegration test, the dynamic seemingly unrelated regression (DSUR) long-run panel
estimation approach, and the Dumitrescu-Hurlin panel causality test. Results of panel unit
root test ascertain variables are interred either at a level or after first difference and
long-run association documents by implementing conventional and error correction. Study
findings with DSUR, in the long run, reveal that energy consumption and economic growth
expose positive statistically significant association with environmental degradation, implying
intensity in energy consumption and aggregate output level shall augment the present state
of environmental degradation. While negative statistically significant effects reveal running
from FDI, financial development, and globalization to environmental degradation, implying
that energy efficiency technology, the scope of green financing through financial
development, and cross country effects help the economy reduce environmental
consequences with lesser carbon emission. Results of directional causality unveiled
feedback hypothesis available in explaining the causality between environmental
degradation and energy consumption [ED&larr;=>EC] and FDI and environmental
degradation [FDI&larr;=>ED], moreover, unidirectional effects running from financial
development, globalization, and economic growth to environmental degradation, i.e.,
[FD=>ED; GLO=>ED; Y=>ED]. The finding reveals the need to formulate energy policies that
promote belt and road (BR) country energy efficiency.
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7. Does technology gap increase FDI spillovers on productivity growth? Evidence from
Chinese outward FDI in Belt and Road host countries

SCRERJR: Technological Forecasting and Social Change,2021-08-05

% % . The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is driving the rapid growth of China's outward
foreign direct investment (OFDI) across the BRI region. Many BRI host countries, which are
developing or underdeveloped in nature, are embracing higher Chinese OFDI in the hope of
improving their productivity, trade, and infrastructure. Unlike traditional models, which
assumes that foreign investment stimulates productivity growth by generating technological
diffusion from the developed world to the developing economies, it is argued that whether
China, as a developing country, has sufficient technological capabilities to generate
technological spillovers for developing BRI host countries, and what is the role of technology
gap to catch up these spillovers. In doing so, this study examines the impact of Chinese
OFDI-induced technology spillovers on total factor productivity growth conditional on
technology gap between China and BRI host countries. This study employs System
Generalized Method of Moments and Feasible Generalized Least Squares estimators and
provides two key findings. First, Chinese OFDI increases the productivity growth of BRI host
countries; however, the productivity spillovers are lower in magnitude across all
specifications. Second, the productivity spillovers from Chinese OFDI decrease with the
increase in technology gap, and after a certain threshold, these spillovers become less
pronounced.
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8. Grassland ecological compensation policy in China improves grassland quality and
increases herders’ income

SCERJE: Nature Communications,2021-08-03

ET T S Many countries have undertaken large and  high-profile
payment-for-ecosystem-services (PES) programs to sustain the use of their natural
resources. Nevertheless, few studies have comprehensively examined the impacts of
existing PES programs. Grassland Ecological Compensation Policy (GECP) is one of the few
pastorally focused PES programs with large investments and long duration, which aim to
improve grassland quality and increase herder income. Here we present empirical evidence
of the effects of GECP on grassland quality and herder income. Through a thorough and
in-depth econometric analysis of remote sensing and household survey data, we find that,
although GECP improves grassland quality (albeit to only a small extent) and has a large
positive effect on income, it exacerbates existing income inequality among herders within
their local communities. The analysis demonstrates that the program has induced herders
to change their livestock production behavior. Heterogeneity analysis emphasizes the
importance of making sure the programs are flexible and are adapted to local resource
circumstances.
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9. Preferences of vulnerable social groups for ecosystem-based adaptation to flood risk in
Central Vietnam

kYR : world development,2021-07-24

i L . Developing countries are increasingly impacted by floods, especially in Asia.
Traditional flood risk management, using structural measures such as levees, can have
negative impacts on the livelihoods of social groups that are more vulnerable.
Ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA) provides a complementary approach that is potentially
more inclusive of groups that are commonly described as more vulnerable, such as the poor
and women. However, there is a lack of disaggregated and quantitative information on the
potential of EbA to support vulnerable groups of society. This paper provides a quantitative
analysis of the differences in vulnerability to flooding as well as preferences for EbA benefits
across income groups and gender. We use data collected through a survey of households in

urban and rural Central Vietnam which included a discrete choice experiment on


http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/0F/C1/Csgk0GEfbOGAP59nAAyZbUTUMK4744.pdf

preferences for ecosystem services. A total of 1,010 households was surveyed during 2017
through a random sampling approach. Preferences are measured in monetary and
non-monetary terms to avoid issues that may arise from financial constraints faced by
respondents and especially the more vulnerable groups. Our results reveal that lower
income households and women are overall more vulnerable than their counterparts and
have stronger preferences for the majority of the EbA benefits, including flood protection,
seafood abundance, tourism, and recreation suitability. These findings strongly indicate that
EbA is indeed a promising tool to support groups of society that are especially vulnerable to
floods. These results provide crucial insights for future implementation of EbA projects and
for the integration of EbA with goals targeted at complying with the Sendai Framework and
Sustainable Development Goals.
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http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/EF/CsgkOWEffm-APIp3AC5uMijghgBE635.pdf

10. Has the Belt and Road Initiative improved the quality of economic growth in China's
cities?

SCHERVJE:  International Review of Economics & Finance,2021-07-07

i . Reform and opening up in China has produced high levels of economic growth but
there have been problems concerning its quality. We investigate the effects of the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) on the quality of urban economic growth using the
difference-in-difference model with microdata of 285 prefecture-level cities in China from
2004-2018. We find this impact is positive and significant and occurs through three
mechanisms: technological innovation, industrial structure upgrading and resource
allocation optimization. Heterogeneity analysis shows significant differences in impact
across city levels, spatial structures and location conditions. The effect of the BRI is most
obvious in first- and second-tier cities and non-capital cities and is greater for cities with
high sprawl and polycentric clusters. The quality of economic growth is most improved in
Silk Belt pioneer area, followed by the open core area, strategic pivot and external-window
area.

i

http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/EF/CsgkOWEfIKeAelOWAAhR8H-6Uww619.pdf
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1. G20 Matera Declaration calls for investing more and better in food systems to achieve
Zero Hunger
RATIE: H bR shBOR B 7 FTIFPRI
RAGESIA]: 2021-08-10
% % . Global hunger has been on the rise since 2014, and the world is not on track to
achieve the goal of Zero Hunger (SDG2). If current trends continue without concerted and
collaborative actions to tackle the challenge, 840 million people will come under the grip of
hunger by 2030. The COVID-19 pandemic has worsened the situation, especially in low- and
middle-income countries, where compounding effects—conflict, economic downturns and
shocks, and climate variability—are causing distress.On June 29, the G20 foreign affairs and
development ministers signed the Matera Declaration (named for the town in southern Italy
where they met), which outlines an agenda for addressing global food insecurity and putting
the world back on track to end hunger within the decade. These commitments are
ambitious, but—as always—the proof of the pudding is in the eating.
B
http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/EF/CsgkOWEfpHKAAZTFABQ58U0O0nUg590.pdf
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