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4. Poultry farmers unhappy budget review did not address scarcity of feed

[ 7% 7% 7% \b 37 [ Citi Business News ] The failure of the Finance Minister to address the
recent shortage of poultry feed in the mid-year budget review has come as a shock to the
Poultry Farmers’ Association.Poultry farmers in the country are still struggling to find feed
for their birds, and they were expecting the Finance Minister to announce government’s
plans to salvage the situation using the budget review.Unfortunately, this did not happen,

and these farmers are now uncertain about the future of their industry.In the just-ended
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mid-year budget review presentation, the Finance Minister, Ken Ofori-Atta, announced the
government’s plans to modernize the agric sector by investing in initiatives that would
improve production and productivity in the rice, poultry, soybean, and tomato sub-sectors
this year.The President of the Greater Accra Poultry Farmers’ Association, Michael
Nyarko-Ampem, in reacting to this announcement lamented the lack of detail and timelines
for this projection, and the failure of the government to address the looming shortage of
poultry feed for their birds.“They stated that they’ve consulted the value chain, and so they
are putting in place measures to ensure that maize and poultry production goes up, but the
details of it were not stated. Which percentage are these projections supposed to go up and
when? They could have said maybe we are moving from 1.6 million tonnes that we had last
year to maybe 1.9 million tonnes.”“They should have given some details so that there’ll be
some reassurance. But in the interim where things have run out, how do we ensure that we
have food security? | was a bit disappointed,” he lamented.Mr. Nyarko-Ampem then
reiterated earlier calls to the government to help provide some solutions to the challenge to
save the poultry industry.“There’s a shortage of maize, wheat bran and soya. The prices are
high and farms are shutting down. | was thinking that a situation like this would be
mentioned and highlighted. It was not done, but we are still asking that the government
looks at it because it’s dire. Between October and December is the peak period, so if we
don’t do something about it, we are going to suffer a great loss in those months.”Poultry
farmers across the country currently are faced with scarcity and high cost of maize and
other ingredients needed for feed production.In June 2020, a 50kg bag of maize was selling
for GHS65. Fast Forward to November 2020, the price for the same commodity shot up to
GHS100 and in June 2021, the same commodity at the same weight is being sold for
GHS130.According to a study on the poultry feed sector in Ghana by the International Food
Policy Research Institute, maize accounted for 60 percent of poultry feed. Thus, its
availability and price have implications for the profitability and growth potential of the
industry.Since the latter part of 2020, these distressed poultry farmers have bemoaned the
development and are warning of the collapse of their industry should the problem continue
to linger.The situation, sadly, has gotten worse over time, forcing many of them to sell off
their dying birds to foreign countries at relatively cheaper prices in order not to run at a
complete loss.
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5. U.S. Government Advances Anti-Hunger, Climate Initiatives at Food Systems

Pre-Summit

[ 3£ E & W #HUSDA Y In the leadup to the United Nations Food Systems Summit in
September, U.S. government officials took part in the Pre-Summit Ministerial meeting in
Rome July 26-28, advancing proposals, building coalitions, and seeking solutions to end
hunger and poverty and build more sustainable, equitable and resilient food
systems.Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Dr. Jewel Bronaugh, the head of the U.S. delegation,
said, “The United States is invested in the success of the Food Systems Summit and has
prioritized ending hunger and malnutrition, addressing climate change, and building more
sustainable, equitable and resilient food systems.”Bronaugh emphasized that the United
States is the largest provider of international agricultural, economic development, and
humanitarian food assistance including assistance for school meals. In video remarks, U.S.
Agency for International Development Administrator Samantha Power underscored the
United States’ commitment to Zero Hunger and highlighted the U.S. government’s Feed the
Future initiative, which aims to reduce hunger, malnutrition and poverty through long-term,
sustainable solutions. Power also noted the strong set of commitments the United States is
preparing to make at the Summit to empower millions more to feed themselves and their
communities.The United States announced support for new initiatives at the Pre-Summit.
Recognizing that school feeding programs are key to reducing hunger, increasing
educational opportunities, and promoting gender equity worldwide, the United States
promoted participation in the Global School Meals Coalition, which will expand school
feeding programs and make nutritious meals available for all children by 2030. As part of
the U.S. focus on climate, the United States continued building support for the Agriculture
Innovation Mission for Climate, which was announced at President Biden’s Leaders’ Summit
on Climate in April, with the addition of 10 new partners: Burkina Faso, Colombia, Ghana,
Honduras, Hungary, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Philippines, Ukraine and Vietnam.
Recognizing that food loss and waste are a major contributor to the climate crisis, the
United States also supported the creation of a global Coalition on Food Loss and Waste to
reduce food loss and waste domestically and internationally.The United States supports a
Food Systems Summit that reflects and serves the needs of diverse stakeholders around the
world, from producers to consumers and particularly those in marginalized communities,
including women, youth, and indigenous people. In the leadup to the Pre-Summit, the

United States hosted three National Food Systems Dialogues, allowing diverse stakeholders



to discuss challenges, opportunities, and pathways forward. Bronaugh shared some of the
results of these dialogues at the Pre-Summit and emphasized that realizing the goals of the
Summit will require strengthening the capacity of all participants in food and agriculture
systems.

e

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/07/30/us-government-advances-anti-

hunger-climate-initiatives-food-systems

6. HZEPIHEMSTE27i 5, H—PHREH B EMEEE

CARB#HRY E 5O H AT 5 Xt PR B H R . it bz
BB . AEEDRT /AT H 20 H 28T I 55 B BURBIAT WO 2= b, R EE A R
TN, GBS [ 55 B W 55 2 UOR A, iR B 2R E R R R SRS . WL
s ACHIZRES B 55 B AR [ I HE N S Uy T 27 R AR i, HESh B R T A Ak
AL o IRALEEQNET, HE—DARCIE IS B Sk AR o 4T 38 BN v R B ) e i
2o R A 55 U — R B . S TR IR I, S22 ol B AR
ARG AR, i b AT B ik, KRR, e B SR H FHR BRI
o BDY R TS H ARG VL Sk B9k, Eshal .
BB ARTHH IR B A o R IR B STk, DUA B b ot i S5 oA 2 M
e, AR A GG 2 =TT RAS A IR DRI — A A . TS PR B, B
U BRI I VAT 9 o DR BRSPS R, AR m LRI e te 3B
WK BT GBI T B M%) o B DR s it — D B S SR H
IR B AL FRAIAR 55 A 2 o SINFEARTIRE, il & i EAR A58 4. AL DRI B 28
AR EEMAR SR, A7s LRI H 3l HOF s s BH, SCRER & 26 1H 00 DR 4R it
b RS . SRR AE, BRI RER B IR RE T IRALTE PR S
— WO HRe, SO FEMESEIH S S g -l - 1, e w0 s
AN R, SCRPLT R DR AR IR S ThRe . R D R RO SR, HES)
ARG BORASIE R A PRI A D R AR e AL, HESIM A RIS ifEis T
SEEFRE, ok E SRS SRR, HETRRER L BN REEIEOR, R e RN
H, $2TF 0 Rl RO A e R e AKF m ORI R, P R IS 5 T 5 AR iRk
FSINGT . HEBNELST MR 55 ST — AL AP BE, HERE R A OS5 A 55 W . i AR e IE
W) R IRSS AL, ATTYIRAEAL I BRATHE, HET i is b S Em B &, 5
DUHRFATNA) . BT AR AAS VSR AR o HEShSEIHEIC . T 4 250 1 IE S iR 4 oL
A AT W o R G, BRI RS BB S A . ST E BRI R


https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/07/30/us-government-advances-anti-hunger-climate-initiatives-food-systems
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/07/30/us-government-advances-anti-hunger-climate-initiatives-food-systems

PLEG R IR R A 2005, (R BEAX A SR SR ER AR (1 rh AR R, Bl S [l B T 2
FRRE. IREEELERESMER, HEHRE SR EHK X)) @XhES
PERME B H e, S 2, B2 ML R AN, FLaiiertsss
HRABRAAY, Hlr s (KIMAERA TR R E) 5 B AR R . i
KIBEBERBRG . BE D FEE NS FAEE M H, REESER S i aakd4
2017455 LA KR SR B 2 20194 (W5 F 75 0r, e 7ERE H ¥ i iE 75 s &
WRPHA RS -UAL. HAT, 3FH D 7 E A B A 20184F1f186 Rk
F4150, PP T523%. 202146, AEREC. B RIS ISR (8] 43 5 v 36.68 /N Al
1.83/Nif, 2017453 Il R4 1 62.34%185.15%

L

https://www.yidaiyilu.gov.cn/xwzx/gnxw/181840.htm

7. African leaders prioritise policies to support youth and women

[ B H #)I¥.4:RhFinancial Nigeria] Financial Nigeria reported on a meeting of leaders from
across Africa who called for countries at the United Nations Food Systems Pre-Summit in
Rome to transform food systems by prioritizing women and youth. They said initiatives
could unlock the vast potential of the continent, especially those that empower youth and
women. Senior Research Fellow and Head, Africa Region, Jemimah Njuki said, “It's one of
the key issues that we have to grapple with: how to support women smallholder farmers,
how to make sure they actually have the productive resources that they need to transform
food systems, how to ensure they actually have right to the land that they cultivate.” Njuki
leads work on the Summit’s lever of change on gender.
B

https://www.ifpri.org/news-release/african-leaders-prioritise-policies-support-youth-and

-women-financial-nigeria

8. $127 million from World Bank to shore up food security and rural livelihoods in Yemen
[BXE ERAHLFAO IThe Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO),
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP) have welcomed $127 million in support, provided by the World Bank, for
an interagency project to fight the spread of extreme hunger in Yemen. The project will
provide rural families with opportunities to build sustainable household food

security.Humanitarian needs in Yemen continue to rise. The country is reeling from the
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impacts of over six years of incessant conflict and economic disruptions compounded by the
COVID-19 pandemic, floods and desert locusts.Currently, 16.2 million Yemenis face crisis or
worse levels of acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 3 and above) according to the latest
Integrated Food Security Classification analysis. This includes approximately 47,000 people
experiencing catastrophic (IPC Phase 5) levels of food insecurity -famine like conditions.The
World Bank grant will focus on delivering immediate support to vulnerable households
through cash-for-work opportunities and nutrition support for mothers and children. The
project will also provide targeted livelihoods support aimed at boosting agricultural
production in the short term, while enhancing agriculture's contributions to food security
and economic activity over the longer term and building capacity for food security
management."Food insecurity is one of the most pressing human development challenges
facing Yemen. Within the broader context of the ongoing conflict and economic crisis, the
combination of a high household dependence on food imports, high food prices, and
significantly reduced income are having a devastating impact on people's lives," said Tania
Meyer, World Bank Country Manager for Yemen. "The World Bank is adopting a
multi-sectoral approach to food insecurity. The new Food Security Response and Resilience
project is a key piece of this operational package, integrating immediate support to
households with medium term interventions aimed at building resilience to future
shocks".The grants were made possible by generous contributions from the Bank's
International Development Association (IDA) ($100 million) and the Global Agriculture and
Food Security Program (GAFSP) ($27 million).Linked-up action on multiple
frontsApproximately $61 million will support FAO-led activities aimed at increasing
production of crop, livestock and fish products, including backyard/garden production;
promote climate-smart agriculture; strengthen local-level agrifood systems; and establish
national-level agricultural value chains."For millions of Yemeni families, backyard food
production represents a firewall between them and the most severe manifestations of
hunger. So we must boost local food production right now to prevent high acute food
insecurity from spreading. But we must also work on building up agriculture as a source of
food and jobs that can endure over the longer term - this is why this multi-year funding
from the Bank is so important," said FAO country representative Hussein Gadain.UNDP will
receive $23.8 million to lead a range of climate change adaptation measures in rural Yemen
that will provide immediate access to food by creating temporary employment
opportunities through a cash-for-work (CFW) programme. Specifically, the funding will allow

for restoring damaged public and collective productive assets, including those affected by



the 2020 floods."This project is vital in helping Yemenis overcome compounding crises -
including the fact that food crisis exists because Yemenis simply cannot afford their food,
not because the food is unavailable," says UNDP's Resident Representative, Auke Lootsma.
"While the project addresses the critical and acute food crisis by putting needed money in
people's pockets to purchase food, it also works to begin to rebuild lost community assets
that have either been destroyed or badly damaged in the conflict or in the recent
devastating floods." He adds, "Rebuilding vital infrastructure is a critical starting point for
longer-term recovery in Yemen."WFP will use $42.2 million in bank support to improve the
nutritional status of vulnerable rural households, focusing on the core role women play in
improving food security. The project will address immediate nutrition needs of women and
children focused in areas with the highest rates of food insecurity, delivering specialized
nutrition products to both treat and prevent malnutrition among this vulnerable group.
Meanwhile, WFP will promote women's entrepreneurship activities by providing both skills
development opportunities and start up grants focused on agriculture and food production.
"Evidence shows that when women and girls have better access to information, resources
and services, the result is improved decision-making and economic opportunities that leads
to increased food security and nutrition for herself, her family, and her community" said
WFP Country Director for Yemen, Laurent Bukera. "Promoting the equal and meaningful
participation of women will contribute to ensuring a food secure future for
Yemen."Agriculture's potentialAgriculture remains Yemen's most important economic
sector but has been severely damaged by the effects of the conflict and disease, which have
limited livelihood opportunities.The country is largely dependent upon commercial imports
to satisfy its domestic consumption requirements for wheat, the main staple, while food
assistance is a main food source for over one-third of families.Currently the country's
agricultural sector only supplies around 15 to 20 percent of its food needs due to limited
agricultural land and water resources and poor agricultural practices compounded years of
war, high fuel prices, and water scarcity.The World Bank has supported Yemen's
development for more than four decades, cooperating with national and local actors and
establishing operational partnerships with key United Nations agencies. These include FAQ,
the UN Office for Project Services (UNOPS), UNDP, the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF), WFP and the World Health Organization .
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10. New CGIAR Initiatives announced to help radically realign food, land, and water
systems

[ & B ML 5 75 5% 1 245 2R CGIAR ] Today at the United Nations Food Systems Summit
(UNFSS) 2021 Pre-Summit, CGIAR announces an exciting new research and innovation
prospectus to transform food, land, and water systems in a climate crisis.The prospectus of
Initiatives sets out the future focus of a unified and more impactful One CGIAR. Through
these new Initiatives, CGIAR builds on its 50-year track record of research and innovations
that have changed the world, improving food and nutrition security for the world’s most
vulnerable people and lifting millions out of poverty.The announcement comes at a pivotal
moment. As the Pre-Summit kicks off, COVID-19 variants and climate change are ravaging
the globe, severely impacting countries in the Global South, where food systems and the
people who depend on them are already struggling. But with growing recognition of the role
of, and impacts on, food systems in both the coronavirus pandemic and the climate crisis,

we have an important window of opportunity to take action. The UNFSS builds on this
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opportunity, bringing together diverse actors from around the world to leverage the power
of food systems.In line with CGIAR’s 2030 Research and Innovation Strategy, launched
earlier this year, the Initiatives outlined in the new prospectus seeks to provide the science,
knowledge, and tools needed to carry out a radical realignment of food systems,
contributing not only to the UNFSS Action Tracks and solutions clusters, which feed into the
Sustainable Development Goals, but also to other collective global targets for food, land,
and water systems.Claudia Sadoff, CGIAR Executive Management Team Convener and
Managing Director, Research Delivery and Impact, said: “Agricultural research is essential
for addressing so many of our global, interlinked challenges, and more of it is needed if the
world is to reach its full potential without costing the Earth. CGIAR, the world’s largest
public agricultural research network, is vital to the transformation required across food,
land, and water systems for the future of both people and planet.”
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4. Delineating the spatial-temporal variation of air pollution with urbanization in the Belt
and Road Initiative area

CRRJE: Environmental Impact Assessment Review ,2021-07-21

% % . The rapid urbanization in the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) area has aggravated the
cross-regional pollution of PM 2.5 and aroused concern about the conflicts between urban
development and air quality. This study aims to examine the spatial-temporal PM 2.5
variations in the BRI region, in which area many countries are undergoing rapid urbanization
and the main field of future urbanization, to delineate the driving mechanism of PM 2.5
accumulation or dissipation. Previous studies have analyzed the PM 2.5 distribution at the

national level, providing limited information regarding regional heterogeneity in
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urbanization and PM 2.5 concentrations within each country. Additionally, the regional
differences in the driving mechanisms of urbanization factors on PM 2.5 concentrations
have not been thoroughly investigated within the BRI areas. In this study, remote sensing
raster data was combined with geographic grid units to examine variations in urbanization
and PM 2.5 within the BRI region, identifying “typical regions” where urbanization could
enhance PM 2.5 accumulation. The main results are as follows: i) The spatial autocorrelation
of urbanization and PM 2.5 concentrations has gradually strengthened, showing consistent
high-value distributions in the North China Plain, Ganges Plain and indicating a synergistic
growth among emerging developing regions such as China, India, and the Persian Gulf Coast.
ii) The correlation between urbanization and PM 2.5 concentrations exhibited a distinct
trend of differentiation within the BRI regions. The influence of urbanization on PM 2.5
changed from agglomeration to dispersion, forming a “typical region” category composed of
ten countries, including China, India, and Morocco. iii) The three main urbanization-related
factors for PM 2.5 accumulation in the “typical regions” for 20052016 were energy pollution
emission, economic activities, and human activities. By 2023, the effects of energy pollution
and economic activities are expected to converge in some “typical region” countries.
Targeted urban strategies and governance actions based on the different driving-types of
“typical regions” in BRI have been proposed to coordinate relationship between urban
construction and atmospheric environmental protection.
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6. China and Western Aid Norms in the Belt and Road: Normative Clash or Convergence? A
Case Study on Ethiopia?

SCHERJE: Journal of Contemporary China,2021-06-30

i #L: Despite considerable debate on the normative foundations of Chinese international
development cooperation and how they compare with those of traditional donors,positivist
studies on the normative consequences of China’s socialization into mainstream
international norms of development assistance are scarce. This article explores this topic for
the case of Ethiopia, an aid ‘darling’ with an extended presence of Chinese and Western
development actors, taking the Aid Effectiveness Agenda as reference. Resorting to official
documents, data analysis, and semi-structured interviews, the authors find that Chinese
development actors’ understanding of ownership and transparency is relatively stable and
different from that of Western donors and that they promote their own understanding of
those principles among Ethiopian stakeholders. There are, however, significant changes in
inclusive partnerships and the focus on results, that have more to do with a pragmatic
adaptation process by Chinese actors than with a socialization process through their
interaction with traditional donors.
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7. The Opportunities and Challenges That the Belt and Road Initiative Brings: Analysis
from?Perspective of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor

SCERYR: American Journal of Industrial and Business Management,2021-06-28

% % . Driven by the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), China and Pakistan as all-weather
strategic partners announced a big move to build the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) in 2015, aiming to link Pakistan’s Gwadar Port to China’s Xin Jiang autonomous
region. CPEC leads two countries into economic cooperation in critical areas including
manufacture, energy, logistics and transport. The Belt and Road initiatives (BRI) project
could bring economic avenues to Pakistan and foster regional and cross-regional economic
growth as well as trade integration between Central Asia, South Asia, West Asia and East

Asia. This paper not only makes a theoretical analysis of BRI and CPEC but also explores the
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reason why CPEC may succeed from the perspectives of the balanced growth development
theory and the neoclassical growth theory. Theoretically, openness and massive capital are
key factors for less developed economies to transfer into a sustainable growth state.
However, these countries are disadvantageous in both openness and capital funds.
Therefore, an external big push of massive investment is needed for them. Only through
investing simultaneously in most complementary industries and regions, can they make
economies to step into the growing path, and then to grow sustainably. Once the big push
ignites the growth engine, economies acquire advantages of catch-up mechanism and
converge to steady state. Therefore, CPEC focusing on aid-for-trade as well as substantial
infrastructure development is capable of boosting economic prosperities for both China and
Pakistan. In addition to theoretical analysis, this article identifies different types of
socio-political impediments against BRI and CPEC, ranging from environmental aspects to
socio-political structures. Pakistan has long been struggling with socio-political factors: low
literacy rate, turbulent political situation, terrorist attacks, crimes, wars and corruption. All
these negative factors pose essential challenges for transnational investment and
infrastructure projects.
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9. What initiates carbon dioxide emissions along the Belt and Road Initiative?

SCHERJE:  Environmental Science and Pollution Research,2021-06-02

i #: The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), as an economic cooperation, provides interaction
between the relevant countries and China. This cooperation between the BRI economies is
basically aimed at increasing economic development. However, economic cooperation
affects humanity in many ways, such as job creation, economic growth, environmental
changes, and changes in the consumption of energy. Among these changes, considerable
attention has been drawn to CO2 emissions arising from economic growth and its related
environmental changes. This attention is vital in order to achieve the UN sustainable
development goal 13: urgent action to combat climate change and regulations for the
emissions of CO2. Thus, this study explores the determinants of CO2 emissions along the BRI,
taking into consideration if countries are net importers or exporters of incarnated carbon
dioxide. The econometrics applied indicated the presence of slope heterogeneity and
cross-sectional dependencies across the various panels. Applying the Westerlund bootstrap
co-integration unveiled the presence of a long-run equilibrium association among the
variables. The results from the dynamic common correlated estimator (DCCE) revealed that
the contribution weight (order of importance) to CO2 emissions varies across panel clusters.
The causality results unveiled a bidirectional causation in all panels between economic
growth and CO2 emissions. Trade openness and CO2 emissions have a bidirectional effect in
the belt and road and net exporters of incarnated carbon dioxide panels. Based on the
results obtained, the policy implications suggested that (a) energy transition from fossil fuel
usage to renewables will play a crucial role in mitigating economic growth’s environmental
pressures and (b) governments along the BRI could also implement subsidy swaps involving
the transfer of government aid from oil and coal gas to renewable sources, including wind
and solar.
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10. Incorporating the Istanbul-Ankara high-speed railway into the Belt and Road
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Initiative:Negotiation, institutional alignment and regional development

SCHRJE: The Journal of Chinese Geography,2021-03-06

5 L. This article contributes to a small but growing body of multi-sited and multi-scalar
research on the Belt and Road Initiative. We focus on relations at the national, regional and
international scales, and present original research from China and Turkey, to show how the
Istanbul-Ankara high-speed railway has served as a testing ground for China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI). Its construction was initially funded by the European Investment Bank, but it
is now part of the backbone of the Turkish Government’s Middle Corridor plan which
enhances west-east connectivity and integration with the Caucasus and Central Asia. We
show that in contrast to multinational corporations from the OECD that seek to remain
footloose, Chinese state-owned enterprises (SOEs) seek to adapt to, apprehend and
ultimately shape local institutions. In the case of Turkey this proved difficult given its
institutional alignment with the European Union. Thus, while the railway project was
completed successfully by a consortium led by a Chinese SOE, Turkey’s dynamic and
complex regulatory environment discourages Chinese SOEs in the infrastructure sector. We
conclude that the Turkish and Chinese governments are currently pursuing complementary
territorial visions yet their cooperation is project-based and pragmatic.
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1. Hunger Hotspots FAO-WFP early warnings on acute food insecurity
RATIE: RRARH L TR Bl &
RAGESIA]: 2021-07-30
% %, Efforts to fight a global surge in acute food insecurity are being stymied in several
countries by fighting and blockades that cut off life-saving aid to families on the brink of
famine, warn the UN's Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Food
Programme (WFP) in a new report issued today.Bureaucratic obstacles as well as a lack of
funding also hamper the two UN agencies' efforts to provide emergency food assistance and
enable farmers to plant at scale and at the right time.This is of grave concern as conflict, the
economic repercussions of COVID-19 and the climate crisis are expected to drive higher
levels of acute food insecurity in 23 hunger hotspots over the next four months, according
to the report, as acute food insecurity continues to increase in scale and severity.The 23

hotspots are: Afghanistan; Angola; Central African Republic; Central America (Guatemala,
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Honduras, Nicaragua); Central Sahel (Burkina Faso, Mali and the Niger); Chad; Colombia;
Democratic Republic of the Congo; Democratic People's Republic of Korea; Ethiopia; Haiti;
Kenya; Lebanon; Madagascar; Mozambique; Myanmar; Nigeria; Sierra Leone together with
Liberia; Somalia; South Sudan; the Sudan; Syria; and Yemen.FAO and WFP have already
warned that 41 million people were at risk of falling into famine unless they received
immediate food and livelihood assistance. 2020 saw 155 million people facing acute food
insecurity at Crisis or worse levels in 55 countries (IPC/CH Phases 3 or worse) according to
the Global Report on Food Crises, an increase of more than 20 million from 2019 - and the
trend is only expected to worsen this year."The vast majority of those on the verge are
farmers. Alongside food assistance, we must do all we can to help them resume food
production themselves, so that families and communities can move back towards
self-sufficiency and not just depend on aid to survive," said FAO Director-General QU
Dongyu."That's difficult without access, and without adequate funding - and so far, support
to agriculture as key means of preventing widespread famine remains largely overlooked by
donors, unfortunately. Without such support to agriculture, humanitarian needs will keep
skyrocketing, that's inevitable," he added."Families that rely on humanitarian assistance to
survive are hanging by a thread. When we cannot reach them that thread is cut, and the
consequences are nothing short of catastrophic," warned David Beasley, WFP Executive
Director.Communities cut off from aidThe report highlights that conflict, climate extremes
and economic shocks - often related to the economic fallout of COVID-19 - will likely remain
primary drivers of acute food insecurity for the August-November 2021 period.
Transboundary threats are an aggravating factor in some regions. In particular, desert locust
infestations in the Horn of Africa and African migratory locust in Southern Africa require
continued monitoring and vigilance.Humanitarian access constraints are another severe
aggravating factor that hamper efforts to curb food crises and prevent starvation, death,
and a total collapse of livelihoods, increasing the risk of famine. Countries currently facing
most significant obstacles preventing aid from reaching those who need it most include
Afghanistan, Ethiopia, the Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Mali,
Mozambique, Myanmar, the Niger, Nigeria, South Sudan, Somalia, the Sudan, Syria and
Yemen."The road to Zero Hunger isn't paved with conflict, checkpoints and red tape.
Humanitarian access isn't some abstract concept - it means authorities approving
paperwork in time so that food can be moved swiftly, it means checkpoints allow trucks to
pass and reach their destination, it means humanitarian responders are not targeted, so

they are able to carry out their life- and livelihood-saving work," noted Beasley.Scale and



severity of acute food insecurity deepensEthiopia and Madagascar are the world's newest
"highest alert" hunger hotspots according to the report.Ethiopia faces a devastating food
emergency linked to ongoing conflict in the Tigray region - where reaching those
desperately in need remains an enormous challenge - with 401,000 people expected to face
catastrophic conditions by September - the highest number in one country since the 2011
famine in Somalia. The Famine Review Committee estimates a medium to high Risk of
Famine in three out of four scenarios based on levels of conflict intensity, humanitarian
supply lines, access and operations, and private supply lines and services, including a
worst-case scenario in  which this could happen in the short term (July -
September).Meanwhile, in southern Madagascar the worst drought in 40 years - combined
with rising food prices, sandstorms, and pests affecting staple crops - is expected to push
28,000 people into famine-like conditions by the end of the year.The new highest alerts
issued for Ethiopia and Madagascar add to South Sudan, Yemen, and northern Nigeria,
which remain among the acute food insecurity hotspots of greatest global concern. In some
areas of these countries populations already experiencing catastrophic levels of food
insecurity and significant numbers of people are additionally at risk.The report also flags
other countries as amongst the worst hunger hotspots - where life-threatening hunger is on
the rise - Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, the Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo - the country with the highest number of people in urgent need of food
assistance in the world, Haiti, Honduras, the Sudan, and Syria. For example, in Afghanistan,
acute food insecurity is becoming increasingly critical due to ongoing drought, rising
conflict-driven displacement as well as high food prices and widespread unemployment
caused by COVID-19. Meanwhile, in Haiti an already precarious food insecurity situation is
expected to get worse as the country faces likely lower staple crop production due to lack
of/irregular rains and is reeling from worsening political instability and food price inflation,
and the impacts of COVID-19-related restrictions.Humanitarian action is urgently needed to
prevent hunger, famine and death in all 23 hotspots, the report warns, providing
country-specific recommendations covering both shorter-term emergency responses, as
well as anticipatory actions to protect rural livelihoods and increase agricultural production
to prevent food insecurity from worsening and help at-risk communities better withstand
future shocks.
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