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1. What's in Biden’s 2022 Budget Proposal for Agriculture?

[ modern farmer] An increase in discretionary spending, research on climate change and
social justice lead the charge.Last week, the Biden administration released its first annual
budget proposal. The proposal for 2022, totaling some $6 trillion, is a sweeping effort to
improve the country’s infrastructure, social services and response to climate change. Seeing
as how those improvements are all tied up in food and agriculture, let’s take a look at how
the food industry could be affected by this proposal.First things first: this is a massive
proposal and even with effective majorities for the Democratic Party in Congress, the Biden
administration would still have to pass two huge infrastructure bills (the American Jobs Plan
and American Families Plan). Chris Clayton at DTN Progressive Farmer notes that these bills
would involve raising the capital gains tax and capping what’s called the “stepped-up basis”
for heirs. Basically, as things stand now, if you inherit something that gained in value during
the time the person you inherit it from owned it, that thing is taxed at its current value, not
the value it was purchased at. This allows heirs to sell, just for example, farmland that was
purchased at a low price and which is now worth much more, and escape having to pay
much, or anything, in the way of taxes from the sale. Biden’s proposal would only affect
those heirs who inherited stuff worth more than $1 million, but farmland is worth an awful
lot of money and some farm groups are very worried about having to pay taxes to sell these
valuable properties. On the other hand, according to an analysis from the University of
Pennsylvania, that cap could net the government revenue of around $113 billion, which can
be used for all kinds of programs.As far as the USDA is concerned, the proposal would

reduce mandatory spending compared to last year, which is understandable given how



much money was given to the USDA to try to mitigate the damage from the COVID-19
pandemic. It’s a reduction, but it’s more like a return to previous levels. But discretionary
funding, which is set each year by Congress, would increase by about 16 percent over
2021.Funding for the WIC program, which provides special nutrition money for women and
infant children, would rise significantly. The funding for the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, or SNAP, is technically a bit lower than 2021, at $105.8 billion
compared to last year’s $114 billion, but that’s far higher than in pre-COVID-19 years; in
2020, that number was set at only $67.8 billion. SNAP has been a major success story for the
USDA and Biden’s proposal would keep funding it at much higher levels than it usually
is.Spending for the Commaodity Credit Corporation, which stabilizes prices for crops and crop
insurance, would increase. Rural development would also see significant increases in various
programs, including loans for housing, electric infrastructure and rural broadband. The
proposal includes significant increases in funding for the Agricultural Research Service and
for the Forest Service, in response to fires (and their increased likelihood owing to
droughts).Speaking of climate change, the proposal includes increased funding for
conservation stewardship, climate science, figuring out how climate change specifically
affects disadvantaged communities and research into climate-change-fighting technologies.
The USDA press release states that funding for this kind of climate change work would be
increased by $1.5 billion.The FDA would also be getting a bump in spending, with an overall
8 percent increase over the 2021 budget. That spending would include new work on animal
drug safety, food inspections and data modernization.
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2. CABI adopts ‘One Health’ approach to integrated crop-livestock advisory services in
Uganda

[ = BRAR M FI A FL % 0 cABIY CABI is working in partnership to deliver a ‘One Health’
approach to advisory services which will help 1,200 smallholder farmers in Uganda deal with
major health and production problems affecting their crops, livestock and food safety.The
project will develop integrated crop-livestock health advisory services for both male and
female smallholder farmers  building upon CABI’s 15-years’ experience of providing plant

health information through Plantwise plant clinics.The joint clinics and consultations will
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broaden the scope of existing plant clinics to help better meet the farmers’ needs for
agricultural advice and will contribute to the overall goal of improving the health and
livelihoods of smallholder farming families in East Africa.The project builds upon a previous
study to assess demand for livestock services during plant clinic sessions in selected
countries including Kenya and Uganda. The current work is being funded by the Biovision
Foundation and carried out in collaboration with VSF International in Kenya, Makerere
University, the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries (MAAIF) as well as the
District Local Governments of Mukono, Luwero, Buikwe and Kayunga in Uganda.The ‘One
Health’ is envisaged to be cost efficient in joint service delivery and will lead to enhanced
knowledge and awareness of farmers on the inter-dependence of crops and livestock for
productivity, health and food safety. It is anticipated that the project will strengthen the
crop-livestock health advisory system among plant and livestock outreach services and
explore the possibilities of expanding the model to farmers in Kenya following on from
lessons learnt as part of the pilot study in Uganda.The project’s key activities involve
collecting farmer baseline information and practices on the One Health principle,
establishing and operationalizing 80 joint crop-livestock clinics and consultation sessions in
the four districts of Uganda, training crop and animal health officers in identified One Health
topics and providing relevant information materials for farmers and veterinary staff on One
Health topics.Other activities will include assessing farmers’ demand for livestock advice at
plant clinics in Kenya and sharing experiences from the Uganda pilot with relevant
crop-livestock stakeholders in Kenya to pilot crop-livestock clinics and consultations in
Kenya.
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4. One-third of food production threatened by climate change

[rural 21] A new study takes a look at the climatic conditions where food is grown today
and how climate change will affect these areas in coming decades. If greenhouse gases
continue growing at current rates, large regions are at risk of being pushed into climate
conditions in which no food is grown today.Climate change risks pushing one-third of food
production outside safe climatic space, according to a study published in the journal One
Earth in mid-May 2021. The study, led by Aalto University, Finland, assesses how global food
production will be affected if greenhouse gas emissions are left uncut. Rapid, out-of-control
growth of greenhouse gas emissions may, by the end of the century, lead to more than a
third of current global food production falling out of safe climatic space into conditions in
which no food is produced today, the researchers say.According to the study, this scenario is
likely to occur if carbon dioxide emissions continue growing at current rates. In the study,
the researchers define the concept of safe climatic space as those areas where 95 per cent
of crop production currently takes place, thanks to a combination of three climate factors,
rainfall, temperature and aridity. Already vulnerable countries will be hit hard:The results
show that threats affect countries and continents in different ways; in 52 of the 177
countries studied, the entire food production would remain in the safe climatic space in
future.Changes in rainfall and aridity as well as the warming climate are especially
threatening to food production in South and Southeast Asia as well as the Sahel region of
Africa. These are also areas that lack the capacity to adapt to changing conditions.Already
vulnerable countries such as Benin, Cambodia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana and Suriname
will be hit hard if no changes are made, the researchers warn - up to 95 per cent of current
food production would fall outside of safe climatic space. These nations also have
significantly less capacity to adapt to changes brought on by climate change when
compared to rich Western countries. In all, 20 per cent of the world's crop production and

18 per cent of livestock production under threat are located in countries with low resilience
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to adapt to changes. Desert zones expected to grow dramatically:If carbon dioxide
emissions are brought under control, the researchers estimate that the world's largest
climatic zone of today - the boreal forest, which stretches across northern North America,
Russia and Europe - would shrink from its current 18.0 to 14.8 million square kilometres by
2100. Should we not be able to cut emissions, only roughly 8 million square kilometres of
the vast forest would remain, they say. The change would be even more dramatic in North
America: in 2000, the zone covered approximately 6.7 million square kilometres - by 2090 it
may shrink to one-third. Arctic tundra would be even worse off: it is estimated to disappear
completely if climate change is not reined in. At the same time, tropical dry forest and
tropical desert zones are estimated to grow.
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5. USDA Launches 2021 Feds Feed Families Nationwide Food Drive

[EHE & EBUSDA] The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today kicked off the 12th
annual government-wide Feds Feed Families (FFF) campaign, which encourages employees
from all federal departments and agencies to give in-kind contributions -- food, services, and
time -- to food banks and pantries. This year’s campaign highlights a summer of giving in
June through August, along with seasonal reminders to donate throughout the
year.“Feeding the hungry is perhaps the most critical job we have,” said Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack. “As the lead agency for this federal-wide food drive, | encourage all
federal employees across the country to participate in this worthwhile effort.”The 2021
campaign focuses on online donations and virtual food drives, while also providing guidance
for in-person donations and events as appropriate. Federal employees can go to the website,
the FFF Hub, to find out how and where to donate online or in-person at food banks and
food pantries, how to organize virtual food drives, how to find field or warehouse gleaning
opportunities, and how to share donation success stories. Since FFF in-kind donations are
measured in pounds rather than dollars, the website makes it easier than ever to record
contributions.
e
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9. Climate change and indigenous peoples, afro-descendants and migrants examined at
global seminar

[ Bt S ER AR HLIFAO]) Indigenous peoples and afro-descendants' knowledge, innovations
and resilience capacities are essential for the transformation to a more sustainable and
climate-friendly world and should be included in the policy-making processes, agreed the
High-Level Seminar convened today by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), the governments of Costa Rica, Spain and the Vatican.Indigenous peoples are
major contributors to positive change, yet these valuable contributions are seldom reflected
in mitigation strategies and adaptation policies to address climate change, said FAO
Director-General QU Dongyu in his opening remarks."We should not leave those who know
so much about biodiversity, food diversity and cultural diversity behind," he added.This
High-Level Expert Seminar provided a dialogue space where representatives of
Governments, Indigenous Peoples, Afro-descendants, Migrants organizations, UN agencies
and international organizations came together to identify solutions to address the effects of

climate change on specific population groups."The way we treat the environment reflects
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the way we treat ourselves," said Cardinal Peter Turkson, Prefect of the Vatican's Dicastery
for Promoting Integral Human Development, who grew up in rural Ghana. He called for a
new "culture of care" permeating all of society and implying changes in patterns of growth,
production and consumption. "It is time to embrace new opportunities."Today's initiative
raises awareness of what's needed to ensure the well-being of the Indigenous peoples and
afro-descendants' groups and to promote the protection of their rights while recognizing
their contributions to preserve biodiversity - a key response to the challenges of climate
change.A striking example of that, reported in a new and important FAO study, is that
community forests in Latin America where Indigenous Peoples have secure collective land
tenure are subject to deforestation rates four times slower than those of neighboring
state-protected areas.The seminar explored how the impacts of climate change are
expanding situations of vulnerability for these groups. It was held to echo and intensify
reflections in Laudato Si', the encyclical Pope Francis issued six years ago, which urged all of
humanity to heed the way that indigenous peoples and other local peoples are for "our
common home."Opening remarks at the seminar were also given by Epsy Campbell Barr,
First Vice-President of Costa Rica and the first woman of African descent to hold that title,
and Teresa Ribera Rodr&iacute;guez, Deputy Prime Minister of Spain.Anne Nuorgam, Chair
of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFIl), gave a keynote speech.
"Indigenous peoples are not vulnerable - we are being placed into situations of
vulnerability," she said. "We are agents of change."
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6. Impacts of COVID-19 induced income and rice price shocks on household welfare in
Papua New Guinea: Household model estimates

CRRYE:  Agricultural Economics,2021-05-06

i 2% . Concerns over the potential effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have led to trade
restrictions by major rice exporters, contributing to an average 25% increase in Thai and
Vietnamese rice export prices between December 2019 and MarchSeptember 2020. This
article assesses the consequences of these rice price increases in Papua New Guinea (PNG),
where 99% of rice is imported. Utilizing data from a PNG 2018 rural household survey along
with earlier national household survey data, we examine rice consumption patterns in PNG

and estimate demand parameters for urban and rural households. Model simulations
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indicate that a 25% rise in the world price of rice would reduce total rice consumption in
PNG by 14% and reduce rice consumption of the poor (bottom 40% of total household
expenditure distribution) by 15%. Including the effects of a possible 12% decrease in
household incomes because of the COVID-19 related economic slowdown, rice consumption
of the urban and rural poor fall by 20% and 17%, respectively. Maintaining functioning
domestic supply chains of key staple goods is critical to mitigating the effects of global rice
price increases, allowing urban households to increase their consumption of locally
produced staples.
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7. Does economic shocks influence household's healthcare expenditure? Evidence from
rural Nigeria

SCHRJE: Heliyon,2021-04-21

5 E . Health is profoundly influenced by several factors outside the traditional realm of
healthcare. This paper employed a two-step Heckman selectivity model to examine factors
influencing the decision to spend on health and the effects of economic shocks on health
expenditure. The results from the first stage shows that the likelihood of spending on health
increased with age, education, income, and decreases if the household is living in the
northern region of Nigeria and uses mosquito bed-net. The findings from the second stage
estimation show that a fall in the price of food items, an increase in the price of inputs for
household enterprises and loss of job are the significant shocks that affect household health
expenditure. Based on these findings, this study concluded that fall in the prices of major
food items consumed within the household increased income available for health care
among the farmers. Going forward, the study recommends the provision of holistic
health-economic-welfare interventions for the marginalized rural populace in Nigeria.
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8. Resilience of global and local value chains to the Covid-19 pandemic: Survey evidence
from vegetable value chains in Senegal
SCHRYE:  Agricultural Economics,2021-04-08

%35 In this paper we descriptively investigate the Covid-19 pandemic's early impact on the
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fruit and vegetable supply chain in Senegal, using trade statistics and survey data collected
through online questionnaires and telephone interviews with smallholder farmers,
agro-industrial companies, agricultural workers, traders, importers, and consumers. Our
results point to major differences in how Covid-19 and containment measures disrupt
supply chains between the modern export-oriented supply chain that is centered around a
few large vertically integrated agro-industrial companies, and the more traditional
domestic-oriented supply chain with a large number of smallholder farmers and informal
traders—with the former being more resilient to the Covid-19 shock. We show that both the
modern and the traditional supply chain innovate to cope with the Covid-19 containment
measures. While our study is subject to some limitations, our findings bring nuance in the
debate on the resilience of the food system to the pandemic, and have important policy and
research implications toward international trade, social safety measures, and food and
nutrition security.
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9. Reducing food loss and waste: Five challenges for policy and research

SCHRYE: Food Policy,2020-09-21

L. Despite broad agreement in policy circles on the need to reduce food loss and waste
(FLW), considerable gaps in information still exist. This paper identifies policy-relevant
information gaps, summarizes recent research that tries to fill these gaps and identifies five
challenges for researchers, policymakers and practitioners in reducing FLW. The five
challenges identified are: (i) measuring and monitoring FLW, (ii) assessing benefits and costs
of FLW reduction and the tradeoffs involved, (iii) designing FLW-related policies and
interventions under limited information, (iv) understanding how interactions between
stages along food value chain and across countries affect outcomes of FLW reduction efforts,
(v) preparing for income transitions and the shifting relative importance of losses and waste
as economies develop.

#3E:http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/E0/CsgkOWC52N6AEEMDAACTgBRSaqo470.pdf
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1. Policy-induced market distortions along agricultural value chains: Evidence from

Ethiopia and Nigeria
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& ATUE: IFPRI Policy Brief

RAGESIA]: 2021-05-01

5. The performance of agrifood value chains of vital importance for smallholder farmers
in developing countries. Measuring and understanding how government policies, such taxes,
subsidies, minimum support prices, and government procurement, impact particular value
chains is essential to minimize unintended consequences for value chain actors. This
analysis of distortions in value chains in Ethiopia (sheep and goats) and Nigeria (cacao and
palm oil) uses nominal rates of protection (NRPs) to measure the impact of policies on
domestic prices for producers and consumers. Using the NRP methodology is effective for
highlighting the significant impact of agricultural policies on prices from the local to the
country level and along entire agrifood value chains.
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1. Disentangling food security from subsistence agriculture in Malawi
KATJE: International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)
RAGESE]: 2021-03-04
5. Malawi’s many smallholders rely heavily on rainfed, low-input subsistence farming to
meet their food needs. Yet for most rural Malawian households, subsistence agriculture
cannot consistently produce enough food to ward off hunger. Nor can they rely on the
country’s weak markets to buy additional food they may require or to profitably sell their
agricultural products throughout the year. Government policies have long prioritized
agricultural production among marginal farmers for food security rather than broader
policies of economic diversification, market expansion, and growth. The book identifies
crucial changes that could improve food security and, in the long term, facilitate agricultural
transformation. Decades of research in Malawi are synthesized to propose policy solutions
for the country’s persistent food insecurity and for agricultural transformation that could
drive long-term economic growth. This work should be useful to policymakers, development
specialists, and others concerned with how Malawi or other countries facing similar rural
economic development challenges can realize sustainable food security.
HE
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