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1. CAP measures play an important role in supporting farm income

[ European Commission] Direct income support strongly contributes to stabilising farm
income, with direct payments and support to areas facing natural constraints playing an
important role. Market measures, EU quality schemes and various rural development
measures contributing to productivity growth also have a role in supporting farm income by
limiting downward price volatility and improving competitiveness. However, despite a
steady and continuous improvement, the income gap between agricultural and
non-agricultural income remains considerable. These are among the key findings from the
evaluation of the CAP’s impact on viable food production published by the European
Commission. Based on an external study and additional economic analysis, this evaluation is
particularly relevant in light of the objectives set out in the Farm to Fork Strategy, and in
response to the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. The conclusions of the
evaluation are generally positive on the effectiveness, efficiency, relevance, coherence and
EU added value of the measures. Still, the evaluation identifies room for improvement for
the effectiveness of coupled support in terms of purpose and competitiveness, for a better
targeting of income support by Member States and tools aiming at stabilising agricultural
markets. Administrative and management efficiency of greening payments and of the rules

defining active farmers could also be improved. Furthermore, the evaluation concludes that
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coherence of the CAP requires close monitoring, in particular regarding the increased
flexibility in the implementation of the future CAP and the Farm to Fork and Biodiversity
Strategies’ objectives. Nevertheless, direct income support strongly contributes to
stabilising farm income, with both CAP pillars playing an important role. The EU average
share of CAP support in farm income is 36% and the share of direct payments is
26%.External convergence, a mechanism that aims to progressively adjust income support
in each country to bring them closer to the EU average level, is effective in reducing
disparities between Member States. Internal convergence, which aims to adjust income
support within each country or region, is generally effective in reducing disparities between
farmers in Member States. However, its implementation and the reduction of payments
(degressivity) has been limited and not always led to a noticeable reduction in the
concentration of direct income support overall. Still, the redistributive payment has been
effective in targeting smaller farms. Finally, the evaluation highlighted that targeting of
measures has improved under the 2014-20 CAP, but depends on the implementation
choices of Member States.
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2. Entrepreneurship and Small Business Development as a Rural Development Strategy
SCERYE: Journal of Rural Social Sciences,2004-12-31

5 #L. Many social scientists believe that supporting entrepreneurship development within
low-income communities is a viable development strategy to combat poverty. Some even
suggest that if economic development is to be effective, new businesses in low income
areas must be started through local initiatives, and that entrepreneurship is critical to the
maintenance of a healthy economy. Underpinned by recent scholarship and grassroots
movements that suggest that presence of smaller scale, locally-controlled enterprises can
help determine whether communities prosper or decline, this paper explores the links
between entrepreneurship and rural development. Using a theory of change framework
(Oldsman and Hallberg 2002), the authors examine the USDA 1890 Entrepreneurial
Outreach Initiative (USDA 2004) and its use as a local, community-based strategy to spur
economic growth and development in rural communities across the South.
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3. Promoting rural entrepreneurship and rural economic development

RATYR: Third Way

RAGET[E: 2020-01-07

f%%. The ongoing population and business declines in rural America are undeniable, but
they need not be inevitable. Those who say that rural America is destined for perpetual
decline forget that this was the prediction for large urban centers in the 1970s. People who
work closely with rural economic development passionately believe that rural communities
can, in fact, become revitalized, creative entrepreneurial centers. Rural communities can
offer many attractions including lower costs, lack of congestion, a greater sense of
community, and a slower pace of life. Additionally, rural areas have built-in advantages for
certain kinds of businesses. Furthermore, technological advances make it possible for rural
businesses to reach customers across the country and even around the world without
having to sacrifice a rural lifestyle. Rural communities will not succeed on a grand scale on
their own, however. Rural success stories, while they reflect considerable vision and hard
work by entrepreneurs and local community leaders, have often involved injections of
public funding and other policy support at critical moments. The federal government can be
a valuable partner in realizing the full potential of rural America. This paper examines
challenges facing rural communities, with a general focus on the Midwestern United States.
The paper also discusses examples of promising economic development approaches, as well
as a look at some industries where rural communities may have competitive advantages. It
concludes with a number of policy recommendations for enhancing rural entrepreneurship
and rural economic development.
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4. Education as a Rural Development Strategy

WHRYE: ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE/USDA,2005-11-01

%% . Educational attainment in rural America reached a historic high in 2000, with nearly
one in six rural adults holding a 4-year college degree, and more than three in four
completing high school. As the demand for workers with higher educational qualifications
rises, many rural policymakers have come to view local educational levels as a critical
determinant of job and income growth in their communities. Attracting employers who
provide higher skill jobs and encouraging educational gains are seen as complementary

components of a high-skill, high-wage development strategy.
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5. Agro-tourism as a rural development strategy in Korea

SCHRYE: Journal of Rural Development,2005-01-01

H% L. This paper investigates diverse policy experiences of enhancing agro-tourism in Korea.
Since the campaign of “rural theme village” as a rural development strategy is closely
related with the discussion of agro-tourism, this paper looks into past and recent streams of
agro-tourism strategies pursued by the central government in Korea. This paper examines
why agro-tourism has emerged as one of major rural development strategies in Korea.
Along with a historical background of agro-tourism development in Korea, this paper
presents the current and possible future characteristics of green tourism for rural
community development in Korea. This paper also examines the perceived role of tourism in
rural development. Special attention is paid to the ways in which the development of tourist
attractions encourages changes in attitudes towards both rural resources assessment and
entrepreneurship. Presenting success and failure stories, this paper also considers why the
development of tourist attractions has been slow in rural areas of Korea, reviewing

restraints, reservations, and problems identified during the last decade.
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