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1. Global rescue plan needed for fruit and vegetable diversity

[ & FrR A5 %50 JUN Food Systems Summit 2021 brief charts a path forward to
conserve precious genetic resources for future food crop options.The many fruit and
vegetable species in food production systems contributing essential nutrients to human
diets are under threat from land use, climate change, and other factors, reports a United
Nations Food Systems Summit (UNFSS) 2021 brief prepared by scientists working for
member organisations of Association of International Research and Development Centers
for Agriculture (AIRCA).The brief, entitled ‘Safeguarding and Using Fruit and Vegetable
Biodiversity’, warns that declining biodiversity limits options for a sustainable, healthy food
supply.As Research Partners of the Scientific Group for the Food Systems Summit 2021,
authors Dr Maarten van Zonneveld of the World Vegetable Center; Dr Gayle M. Volk, US
Department of Agriculture; Dr E. Ehsan Dulloo, Bioversity International; Dr Roeland Kindt,
World Agroforestry Centre; Dr Sean Mayes, Crops for the Future; Dr Marcela Quintero,
International Center for Tropical Agriculture; Dr Dhrupad Choudhury, International Centre
for Integrated Mountain Development; Dr Enoch G. Achigan-Dako University of
Abomey-Calavi; and Dr Luigi Guarino of the Crop Trust prepared the brief to propose a
10-year rescue plan for protecting genetic resources of the food plant species that
contribute an astonishing array of colours, textures, flavours, and most importantly, vital
nutrients to diets. The plan aims to ensure fruit and vegetables can fulfil their increasingly
prominent role in a new global research and development agenda emphasizing nutrition
and healthy diets alongside climate action, safeguarding biodiversity, ending poverty, and

improving livelihoods.
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2. New Research Collaboration Takes Action to Restore Biodiversity and Increase
Resilience in Agriculture Systems

[ H B & M BUR BT 7L BT IToday, Bayer, IFPRI, and ETH announce a research collaboration to
address how agriculture can develop and implement new solutions to reduce its impact on
biodiversity. The partnership marks the first with a global scale and a special focus on
broadacre crops like wheat, corn, and soybeans, grown in simplified agricultural landscapes
such as in the US Midwest.Biodiversity loss has increased alarmingly in the past several
decades. In agriculture, this is primarily attributed to land-use change, deforestation,
climate change, some crop management practices, and pollution. The challenge is how to
safely feed a growing population while preserving natural resources and reducing
agriculture’s impact on the environment.One way to address biodiversity loss is to shift
toward approaches to food production that allow to maintain and support biodiversity such
as the conservation of habitats in the agricultural landscape. This involves rethinking the
way farmers grow certain crops to restore biodiversity on farms, and also at landscape
scales. This could involve embracing and adopting new technologies and innovations within
agriculture, and developing new business models that help farmers gain value from
biodiversity-positive farming.“Agriculture accounts for forty percent of the world’s land
surface, and is therefore in a prime position to play a role in restoring much of the
biodiversity we have lost,” said Jaboury Ghazoul, Professor of Ecosystem Management at
ETH Zurich. “To do so, we scientists need to work closely with farmers, policymakers, and
the agriculture industry to develop new farming approaches that deliver environmental
benefits while maintaining quality food production and viable incomes to farming
communities.”Sustainable innovations and new business models will empower farmers to
achieve this balance, which is why Bayer, IFPRI, and ETH are committed to developing the
right solutions that will help farm operations thrive together with biodiverse ecosystems.
B

https://www.ifpri.org/news-release/new-research-collaboration-takes-action-restore-bio

diversity-and-increase-resilience
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6. USDA to Purchase $159.4 Million in Nutritious Consumer-Ready Seafood and More for
Food Assistance Programs

[ EKIWE 1 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced it will
purchase up to $159.4 million in domestically produced seafood, fruits, legumes, and nuts
for distribution to a variety of domestic food assistance programs, including charitable
institutions. These purchases are being made utilizing funds under the authority of Section
32 of the Agricultural Adjustment Act (Pub. L. 74-320), as amended (Section 32). This is one
of many actions USDA is taking to address the disruptions in the food system supply chain
and worsened food insecurity resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic.“The impacts of
COVID-19 reverberated from our farms to our oceans,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack. “U.S. fisheries and the American seafood industry were dealt a heavy blow. Today,
USDA is pleased to make the largest single seafood purchase in the Department’s history.
These healthy, nutritious food purchases will benefit food banks and non-profits helping
those struggling with food hardship as the Biden Administration works to get the economy
back on track for American families.”Selected commodities include: Alaska pollock, apricots
(canned, dried, and frozen), chickpeas, dry peas, Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic
wild-caught shrimp, lentils, navy beans, Pacific pink shrimp, Pacific rockfish fillets, Pacific
whiting fillets, pistachios, prepared peaches, and sockeye (red) salmon. The inventories of
these commodities are in high oversupply due to a decrease in demand because of the
COVID-19 pandemic and disruption in the supply chain, as restaurants and other outlets
closed during the pandemic. This is the largest purchase of U.S. raised seafood by the USDA
to date.Within a few days of approval, USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service will offer these
commodities to their networks. Orders should be received during the first week of June with
solicitations being issued mid-June and awards occurring near the end of the month.
Deliveries should start to occur by mid-August.USDA also announced today a policy change
that makes food fish and other aquatic species eligible for the Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) under the USDA Farm Service

Agency (FSA). Previously, only farm-raised game and bait fish were eligible for death loss
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ELAP benefits. Beginning June 1, eligible aquaculture producers can request ELAP assistance
for 2021 losses. This policy change is for the 2021 and subsequent program years. To learn
more, please visit the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-raised Fish
page.USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the
Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater
focus on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers,
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America.
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8. Southern Madagascar: Government and UN sound the alarm on famine risk, urge action
[BXE ERBARAHLH] Pressing need to upscale both food aid and agricultural livelihoods
assistance to head off a worst-case scenario.With each day that passes, more lives are at
stake as hunger tightens its grip in southern Madagascar. This is the stark warning from two
United Nations agencies, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Food
Programme (WFP), as they seek to draw international attention to a humanitarian crisis that
risks being invisible.Around 1.14 million people in the south of Madagascar are facing high
levels of acute food insecurity, of which nearly 14 000 people are in ‘Catastrophe' (Phase 5 -
the highest in the five-step scale of the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification
(IPC).This is the first time that people have been recorded in Phase 5 in Madagascar since
the IPC methodology was introduced in 2016. Unless urgent action is taken now, the
number of people in the ‘Catastrophe' category is expected to double over the next lean
season starting in October 2021.Drought, sandstorms, plant and animal pests and diseases,
and the impact of COVID-19 have caused up to three-quarters of the population in the worst
affected Amboasary Atsimo district to face dire consequences, and global acute
malnutrition rates have crossed an alarming 27 percent causing irreversible damage to
children."The issue is no longer about how bad it is - it is extremely bad. Children are
starving, children are dying. | met a mother with an 8-month-old child who looked like he

was only 2 months old. She had already lost her older child," said WFP Senior Director of
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Operations Amer Daoudi who recently visited one of the worst-affected areas, Sihanamaro.
"We are already witnessing whole villages shutting down and moving to urban centres. This
puts additional pressure on an already fragile situation."The worst drought in four decades,
which has been building over three consecutive years, has wiped out harvests and
hampered people's access to food. This comes on top of years of deforestation and resulting
erosion -- now compounded by climate change -- which have devastated the environment
and unprecedented sandstorms have transformed large swathes of arable land into
wasteland.The 2019/20 agricultural season saw a dramatic decrease in food production.
This was then aggravated by another year of poor rainfall in 2020/2021 which was the fifth
year of below average rains in the island's semi-arid South.The 2021 harvest of crops like
rice, maize, cassava and pulses is expected to be less than half the five-year average, laying
the ground for a prolonged and severe lean season, starting in October 2021. "A
counter-intuitive fact is that 95 percent of people facing acute food insecurity in southern
Madagascar live on agriculture, livestock and fishing. Years of poor harvests driven by
drought upon drought, and weather-related damages to fishing, have pushed people to the
brink. We must take urgent action to keep livestock alive and provide seeds, irrigation, tools
and fishing gear to rapidly boost local food production and availability -- but cannot neglect
the need to build more climate-resilient agricultural livelihoods for the longer term," said
FAQ's Director of Emergencies and Resilience, Dominique Burgeon.Given the significant loss
of livelihoods and reduced access to food for vulnerable households, providing farming
communities with seeds, tools and other essential inputs is vital to kickstart local food
production, generate income and build resilience. This support to farming and rural
livelihoods complements emergency food and prevents families from selling their
productive assets such as farming equipment and even cooking utensils just to
survive.Resources urgently needed to save livesHumanitarian food stocks in Madagascar are
running low. WFP is bringing supplies in but access to the worst affected areas is being
hampered by poor infrastructure and weak road networks. COVID-19 restrictions have
halted all flights into the island nation meaning critical humanitarian cargo is limited to
access by boat and lead times for turning donations into humanitarian aid has increased
sharply. Since October 2020, the Government and WFP have been progressively assisting
around 750 000 people through general food distributions combined with distribution of
supplementary food for the prevention of moderate acute malnutrition in children under
five as well as pregnant and nursing women. But the food insecurity crisis has been growing

fast and this current support is not enough to offset the impact and the risk of famine. WFP



urgently needs USS 74 million over the next six months to avert disaster in southern
Madagascar.The Government and FAO have meanwhile supported the livelihoods of around
20 000 farming families (around 160 000 people) with fast-growing vegetable seed packs as
well as training in drought-resilient farming strategies and post-harvest loss reduction. At
the same time, FAO has distributed feed and health kits to keep poultry, goats and sheep
alive. Even a small increase in household food production can make a major difference for
at-risk families, and such support must be significantly scaled up.FAO urgently needs US $40
million to reach an additional 225 000 farming households with life-saving support through
the coming lean season until the end of the year.
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10. COVID-19 to hit revenue (The Nation)

[EFRERmBUEE AT ] The Nation (Malawi) published an article on how the Treasury
could lose between K128 billion and K179 billion in domestic revenue in the 2020/21
financial year due to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, which is a projection from IFPRI
contained in IFPRI's April 2021 Update on the Short-Term Impacts of COVID-19 on the
Malawi Economy. According to IFPRI, people in the bottom three income quintiles have
experienced per capita incomes losses of 13 to 14 percent during the first two months of

social distances, which translate into increases in the poverty rate (using the national
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poverty line) of 6.5 and 6.7 percentage points (from 51 to around 57.5 percent) in the
second quarter of 2020 or an additional 1.6 million poor people.
HE
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(k% ]
1. MR, LBBRES—H— B EEFESK
Ve Mgk, E&E
SCHRIR: R A TR #5441, 2021-05-18
W SR TMS IR PO, WEAGR S . mEERMAEREAFAMMKS RS
i BRIV R SR A W) T SL AL 2 B AR 2 5 B A AL S R AN ] R,
SRRV o T AR M 5530 Z2BRIRES 5l — HE5 [H IR S Z T 5 &
W I T o W S S 55 S Sl 5 38 E RCR A RIS S GE, i — B i
HIS R EERT . T E A wEE BB A . A o — BT L KA
JIT ST ) L2 BRIBR S50 Al — R 5 [ I S8 B A R o AR ol IR A2 22 % BB 45 5
A — IR B SR T Re AR SRR — i — BRI BN
BT FAE At BT 2R S S [ I SR i BB R R B R T, 5K
BB, — B AR AR TP B ORI R 0 SRR R AT 5 v [ ) 56 3 9 R 55 444, 4
SRl B A S B, D R B U ] S0 D S D R ) S it B
fitli o
B
http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/D3/CsgkOWCjncSATPOFABENomPCX71518.pdf

2. NVXFSMRBE Gn AT B — i — BB E R EE R W E T E30?

fEs5: Flt

SCHRYR: TGRS, 2021-05-18

T A — B AR B 03 T2 B T T b )7 B e T 4, B — I [ 22 RN
PRI AR ey v 7 6] 52 % 22 B ORIk 1 — UOEAS M & 1. & L2012~
20184F H [E A b 17 A A I FORE AR, A1 R 22 A 3 Al o} b B A% B 52—
— BBV F A 5 YR . B 7T R AR 2005 4E FR R T E B 2 5, —
WORE-TT T 325 m Aol )" — 5 — B W 4% BB SRR % B 7K1 T 7E 2 S A — A — %
"R IR S B R B 2 S R P A T I, Al — B MBSO R R R AR
o 7 25— — B Ml DA B HR e T U P R B A XTI R D S AL A A


https://www.ifpri.org/news-release/covid-19-hit-revenue-nation
http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/D3/Csgk0WCjncSATP0FABENomPCX7I518.pdf

A0S TR B2 AR RN R Al 32 5 0 i M A8 SRECEURT M B 26 777 T BB L3,
MR AR A 28 ARl — B B AR B AR AR I I S At B AR — B
IR K, X R L IR BAT AT & i — B BRI Sl 7 17 o

B

http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/D3/CsgkOWCjoDaABWh7AATrZsXJPm8182.caj

3. ZIAEES PSMERENKIEIR ——FAT i W A P3P e PR %

VB RS

SCHRIE: BT, 2021-05-15

T AR Py s 2, K Wi S o A v, o A S IR AR — AR, T R g R 1 B
S WPUE R S RO RR 2T UM BRI 200 3 SRR R IE R o EE
St AR F W AR O, LR ) PR R SRR S 1) i) 5 A S R R A AR R 2
S X RE N T LA R — R D0 S TR IR G0 Wt A P s D A PR o g 38 O o A\ Wl A 1
PO R PR A5, SRR PR ATUR S X W 2 16 7 2 A2 XS, o [ 7 24 DA — il — B 2 A
VR e Bk, ) 22 e o v L A 22 300 45 /R BB B, R PR R0 PR ) el i 7 A o s e 6 P 22,
T A AR B  RAE L BREA .

B

http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/D3/CsgkOWCjoN-ABIsrABVBYd0inQM337.pdf

4. PEE—HF—BPLKERBE. FEmlF5R MK

YE&: M, B

SCHRIR: A B 2 5%,2021-05-13

WL ARG DK oo bR A REZE R, 51Nt /b 57 5 T it F 57 ) R0 S MR 2, 26
TA R bR B g OB i b, 38 i UG P 82 g DG HS-6 273 2505 7 5 38252 5 1)
14 57 2 53, 0k v [ 50— — B R 1 BRI R i s 5 0 7 i a2 o 3 K a3k AT 45 i
AT o AIF 9T 45 RS s, T ) — 7 — B e B W AH O I S 1 R i FR B vy T
LR T R HG T, B/ BR T T R D O AR E S A OCIE KR G a5 E R R
SRR IG I B2 5 BRI R AR . THE M4 R, B W E MBI 3 A E
TR G KA [E D7 T SERIHES R RO, — BT A X R 5 T e
He 5 B 5 X B n] DU 2 e R A DO K, AR B B 7 i 7E S A
e P A2 18 Pty K 1R B2 5 BRSNS A4 B Do 7= i B VG B AN T 8 . E R B2 H
B DX AR AT AT VR S A b, o] LG IS IR 57 5 b e e HERAL BUL IR 7k 4y L5 91 5 4
BN E B S IA bR K 5 5 5 AR TR


http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/D3/Csgk0WCjoDaABWh7AATrZsXJPm8182.caj
http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/D3/Csgk0WCjoN-ABlsrABVBYd0inQM337.pdf

B
http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/D3/CsgkOWCjrEWAGUT7ABg6hFyQr6U489.pdf

5. “—HW—EEICT R EXELE K3 O B E X 5185 K22 8] 43— — DUR R A B
E&: Xia

SCHRYR: ARAbARORF,2021-05-11

W BN ST, PEESREESRER S SERmIEETnE, Sk
IR, B E MR HER e F5 R SR 1 IEIZB N . 7EIX— KIFEE T, ARSCo#r TRIE 514k
F MR O BAMERE, JRAERERN T A AL b, SIANAN D SEL RET R, WY
. RRAEILAEDEL. 2ERET LS EAL. 25 ETWTo%En] fEsm ik
157 5 B AS B3R AT B 20 8, A AR RO 6 K23 (e 3047 1 Akt AR kB, T E 53
LEEMREA S OAEEENESR, HEENIMR S . AR HEAT, P E
5RZ B IE FAA JEH AT EE LT A ) ARIR L B b 45 IR, SCERAER S s B
T XTIz DL S S 7

L

http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/D3/CsgkOWCjrN6AeZcRAAnK-IMdogA536.pdf

6. Food Security and COVID-19: A Systematic Review of the First-Year Experience

SCHRYE:  Sustainability,2021-05-10

L. For decades, global food security has not been able to address the structural problem
of economic access to food, resulting in a recent increase in the number of undernourished
people from 2014. In addition, the FAO estimates that the number of undernourished
people drastically increased by 82132 million people in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
To alleviate this dramatic growth in food insecurity, it is necessary to understand the nature
of the increase in the number of malnourished during the pandemic. In order to address this,
we gathered and synthesized food-security-related empirical results from the first year of
the pandemic in a systematic review. The vast majority (78%) of the 51 included articles
reported household food insecurity has increased (access, utilization) and/or disruption to
food production (availability) was a result of households having persistently low income and
not having an adequate amount of savings. These households could not afford the same
quality and/or quantity of food, and a demand shortfall immediately appeared on the
producer side. Producers thus had to deal not only with the direct consequences of

government measures (disruption in labor flow, lack of demand of the catering sector, etc.)
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but also with a decline in consumption from low-income households. We conclude that the
factor that most negatively affects food security during the COVID-19 pandemic is the same
as the deepest structural problem of global food security: low income. Therefore, we argue
that there is no need for new global food security objectives, but there is a need for an even
stronger emphasis on poverty reduction and raising the wages of low-income households.
This structural adjustment is the most fundamental step to recover from the COVID-19 food
crises, and to avoid possible future food security crises.
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7. The dynamic nexus of energy consumption, international trade and economic growth in
BRICS and ASEAN countries: A panel causality test

HERJE: Energy,2021-04-28

%35 . This study explores the dynamic relationship of energy consumption, international
trade and foreign direct investment (FDI) with economic growth for a panel of BRICS and
ASEAN countries over the period of 19902017 within a multivariate framework. The panel
co-integration test, panel quantile regression method, impulse response function and
heterogeneous panel causality test are used for empirical investigation. The results reveal
the existence of a long-run equilibrium relationship among the variables. In the long run, the
effects of energy consumption, international trade, capital and FDI are found to be positive
and significant on the economic growth of these countries. The heterogeneous panel
causality test results indicate bidirectional causality between energy consumption and
economic growth, labour force and economic growth, international trade and energy
consumption, and labour force and international trade. A unidirectional causality from
economic growth to international trade and FDI, and from international trade and energy
consumption to FDI is also identified. The implications of these results are also discussed.
e
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8. Antibiotics threats on vegetables and the perils of low income nations practices
CERVE:  Sustainable Chemistry and Pharmacy,2021-04-27
i E . Loose control on antibiotics usage, improper waste disposal, the use of reclaimed

water in crop production, and other poor practices can enhance the antibiotic
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contamination of soil, water and the environment. These then threaten food safety and
human health. Highly susceptible crops such as vegetables easily accumulate antibiotics and
can be a viable route for the spread of antibiotics resistant bacteria and the induction of
antibiotics resistant genes. This paper discusses common usages and negative impacts of
antibiotics, and the extent of their contamination in various environmental components
viz-a-viz their impact on vegetables. Peculiar challenges and practices related to low income
nations (LINs) as well as their consequential effects are also discussed. Areas of future
research that needs attention in LINs are succinctly presented. This review therefore will
serve as tool to increase the awareness of consumers, food producers, environmentalists
and policy makers on the impact of antibiotics and inadequate practices on vegetable
production.

HE

http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/D4/CsgkOWCjsBmAOrfGAF6cKf3Uyto860.pdf

9. Forestation, renewable energy and environmental quality: Empirical evidence from Belt
and Road Initiative economies

SCERJE: Journal of Environmental Management,2021-04-18

%% . The project of Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) was initiated by China to enhance the
level of economic cooperation among partner economies. The study empirically evaluates
the link between renewable energy consumption, forest area and emissions of CO 2 among
33 partner economies of BRI for the period of 19862018. Study utilizes cointegration and
heterogeneous Granger causality framework to explore the long-run and causal linkage
among variables. Empirical evidence suggests that expansion in renewable energy
consumption and increase in forestation will help to reduce the emissions of CO 2 among
the economies of BRI. However, the estimated findings of Granger causality reveal feedback
causation between renewable energy consumption and forest area and unidirectional
causation running from per capita income to environmental quality. The study signifies the
importance of investment in renewable energy projects and forest management areas
among the partner economies of BRI.
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10. The effects on European importers’ food safety controls in the time of COVID-19
SCHRJE: Food Control,2021-01-31

5 £ . COVID-19 has highlighted the fragility of the global economic system. In just a few
months, the consequences of the pandemic have left their mark on the affected countries at
all levels and without exception. This article analyses the profile of food safety notifications
reported by European countries in the first five months of 2020. The aim was to detect
possible changes in food safety regulations imposed by control authorities that could
aggravate the economic impacts of the pandemic. While COVID-19 does not appear to be a
foodborne disease, some outbreaks have been linked to imported food, which might have
affected the food control behaviour of importing countries. In this study, contingency tables
and clustering were used to assess differences between vyears and notification
characteristics and to detect homogeneous groups to help identify how the reported
notifications might have changed. In the period considered in this study, the volume of
notifications on most imported foodstuffs decreased considerably. This decrease was a
direct consequence of the fall in international trade, which might have increased countries'
reliance on domestic sources. The COVID-19 crisis has not caused a substantial change in
the profile of European countries’ in terms of the characteristics of reported notifications
(product category and risk decision). However, the worst affected countries have replaced
border rejections with alerts, which may indicate greater reliance on intra-EU markets.
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