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1. UN General Assembly to hold High-level Interactive Dialogue on Antimicrobial
Resistance - a global health and development threat

[BEE& ERARHALHAFAO] Calling for accelerated action to tackle the growing threat of
antimicrobial resistance (AMR), the President of the 75th session of the United Nations
General Assembly, H.E. Mr. Volkan Bozkir, is convening a High-level Interactive Dialogue of
the General Assembly on Antimicrobial Resistance on Thursday 29 April. World leaders, to
be joined by UN experts, business and civil society leaders, are expected to discuss practical
steps to address AMR in the midst of COVID-19 recovery plans."Antimicrobial Resistance is
the invisible pandemic we ignore at our peril. Measures to tackle AMR must be central to
future pandemic preparedness and COVID-19 recovery plans. The One Health approach will
help us to better recognise the interconnections between people, animals, plants, and our
shared environment so that we can make our world healthier for all," said Volkan Bozkir,
the President of the General Assembly.The One Health approach recognises the strong links
between humans, animals and the environment. AMR - one of the greatest global threats
to animal, human and environmental health, livelihoods, food safety and global food
security - occurs when bacteria, viruses, fungi and parasites change over time and develop
resistance to medicines. The impact is devastating. Antibiotics and other antimicrobial
medicines become ineffective and infections become increasingly difficult or impossible to
treat. This increases the risk of severe illness and death for humans, animals and
plants.Member States will present an ambitious, action-oriented Call to Action, with the aim
of strengthening multisectoral actions to tackle AMR through the One Health approach and

to deliver on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. This will be hosted on the



President of the General Assembly's website."COVID-19 has vividly highlighted what rapid
progress can be made when there is strong enough political will and enterprise - and the
extent of the risks we all face when this is missing. We must ensure that we marshal and
channel the highest possible levels of political will and enterprise to combat the persisting
threat of antimicrobial resistance," said Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, World Health
Organisation (WHQ) Director-General. AMR is a rising pandemic and challenges the effective
delivery of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Currently, at least an estimated
700,000 people die each year due to drug-resistant diseases. If no action is taken,
drug-resistant diseases could cause 10 million deaths each year by 2050 and damage to the
economy as catastrophic as the 2008-2009 global financial crisis. By 2030, AMR could force
up to 24 million people into extreme poverty."AMR is arguably one of the most complex
threats to global health security, food safety and food security. Looking at AMR through the
lens of food security, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) expects a 45% rise in the
demand for animal proteins by 2050 and in many regions, antimicrobial resistance in animal
parasites is adding new challenges to animal production. We must face the double challenge
of meeting demands for animal proteins while reducing the risks of AMR," stated QU
Dongyu, Director-General, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO).The World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) Director General Monique Eloit
added, "The promotion of good animal health practices is essential to contribute to the
global effort to tackle AMR. The OIE global database on antimicrobial agents intended for
use in animal indicates an encouraging trend towards reduced quantity of antimicrobials
used in food producing animals. To have a sustainable One Health impact, we need to invest
and strengthen capacity equally in all sectors, and support the prudent and responsible use
of antimicrobials in the animal health sector to maintain the efficacy of these important
medicines."The High-level Interactive Dialogue, a full day event to be held in the UN General
Assembly Hall, will consist of an opening segment, four interactive panels and a closing
segment. The Dialogue will focus on four key areas: evaluating AMR in the context of
COVID-19; taking stock of global progress and the vision of the recently launched One
Health Global Leaders Group on AMR, as well as country-level implementation; and
exploring sustainable financing, Research and Development, and innovation for delivering
life-saving solutions and accelerating action against AMR.
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6. Small family farmers produce a third of the world’s food

[Bc & ERARHLAFAO0]T The world's smallholder farmers produce around a third of the
world's food, according to detailed new research by the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO).Five of every six farms in the world consist of less than two
hectares, operate only around 12 percent of all agricultural land, and produce roughly 35
percent of the world's food, according to a study published in World
Development.Smallholders' contributions to food supply varies enormously between
countries, with the share as high as 80 percent in China and in the low single-digits for Brazil
and Nigeria. The analysis highlights the importance of improved and harmonized data to
obtain a more granular and accurate picture of agricultural activities for policy makers."It is
imperative that we avoid the use of the terms family farms and small farms interchangeably;
the majority of family farms are small, but some are larger and even very large," said Marco
S&aacute;nchez, Deputy Director of FAO's Agrifood Economics Division and co-author of the
article with Sarah Lowder and Raffaele Bertini, who were with FAO during the research.In
2014, a flagship report from FAO calculated that nine out of 10 of the world's 570 million

farms were family farms and produced around 80 percent of the world's food. The new
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research - "Which farms feed the world and has farmland become more concentrated?"
-aims to clarify the prevalence of farm sizes.The updated estimates are that there are more
than 608 million family farms around the world, occupying between 70 and 80 percent of
the world's farmland and producing around 80 percent of the world's food in value terms.
The new research teases out estimates of farm size: around 70 percent of all farms,
operating on just 7 percent of all agricultural land, are less than one hectare, while another
14 percent of farms, controlling 4 percent of the land, are between one and two hectares,
and another 10 percent of all farms, with 6 percent of the land, are between two and five
hectares.Meanwhile, the largest one percent of farms in the world - greater than 50
hectares - operate more than 70 percent of the world's farmland, with nearly 40 percent of
agricultural land found on farms larger than 1000 hectares.
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7. Growing food insecurity because of rising food prices

[ rural 21] The world has been facing rising food prices for months. In West and Central
Africa extreme upsurges in food prices, partly caused by measures to contain the spread of
coronavirus, are leading to food insecurity and hunger, WFP warns.In March 2021, global
food commodity prices rose for the tenth consecutive month, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) reported in April. The FAO Food Price Index, which
tracks monthly changes in the international prices of commonly traded food commodities,
has reached its highest level since June 2014.People in West and Central Africa are
particularly hard hit by the rising food prices, according to the United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP). Food prices have increased dramatically across the region. Local staples
are up by nearly 40 per cent over the 5-year average, and in some areas, prices are up by
more than 200 per cent. In part, this is caused by the economic impact of measures put in
place to contain the spread of the coronavirus over the past year, WFP points out. At the
same time, people’s incomes have declined due to reductions in trade, tourism, informal
activities and remittances.More than 31 million people in the region are expected to be
food-insecure and unable to feed themselves during the coming June-August lean season
the period when food is scarce before the next harvest, according to WFP. That number is
more than 30 per cent higher than last year and is the highest level in the best part of a

decade, according to the Cadre Harmonisé, a joint food security analysis released under the
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auspices of the Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS).In
some parts of West Africa, escalating violence is forcing people to flee their homes,
abandon their fields and their sources of income, exposing them to acute food insecurity in
Northern Nigeria, the Central Sahel (Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger), the Central African Republic
and the North-West and South-West regions of Cameroon. This year, almost 10 million
children under 5 are acutely malnourished across the region, with the Sahel alone
accounting for half of that number. This figure could rise significantly in line with the
projected 30 per cent increase in hunger, and the high prices of nutritious foods, WFP
warns.

i

https://www.rural21.com/english/news/detail/article/growing-food-insecurity-because-

of-rising-food-prices.html

8. HEJiRBETUMRIE L, i FXBER—H—85”

[FE—HF—BMN] f£4H20H B2 IE R L, P RERT A (RS
FrR, vz 5ILeARk) MEBEYE. Wik, SnrelE R R e B
PR DGR TR SR R DU IT A T KA R X /2 4k2020%—
i — B 1 b A AR M B S W BT R 2 5, ISPt — e B R H 1 T
Bne XN R BB Rl G A o L i — i — B AR AR AR 51 . FE
FEBEPU KA O8 FR20204F TN H SR IR HT et 2 A 45—y — BR B0 SRAS /NP AR, [R]B
R 2 R BETEE, Rt —a— B e B T DA SUEa BT IR . X i,
SR B B B AR SRR R, B NTT RS A2, LSRR A% G
Biids. AL TR RG2S VR AN 7 T, SRR %5 N AR iy 22 4 A B i
. TERENEREMAT, AP AR B e 52 BB Ok AR, T “— 75 — B8 7E s A Bk B
W ERERSE IR . 20204F, o EHe—ir— B 2 E K B R 5 81N1.35 LT,
B20194E 6 K0.7%, b7 XA B A L B A $29.1%, N PRBE LR [E 5 ) & Attt
FHEF IR RS GG « 21 P B I TR 58t T R 0 B FUmA R G R o
Ji ¥ IR &7 5T, Dnam AL ARt R A DA AR AL B IOE”, Wil B o R A R R
W, MR RN, SLEITRERE R R R, RS —me—a — B BB G
VERIER IR T 5 b, SI-PH SR — i — B I IR . 7E20 H 1 E B s E,
YU — I, R R MG OR BIKER R, RGO D)oy — %
M. BT nsRat eIk, SOpeiR. SasmSESukSEZ 4, SE Tk, =
S R REREME . B e ENEZ L EE A, 4FY]


https://www.rural21.com/english/news/detail/article/growing-food-insecurity-because-of-rising-food-prices.html
https://www.rural21.com/english/news/detail/article/growing-food-insecurity-because-of-rising-food-prices.html

RATH) (AN E ) B, hERGREIE— — B, HEzhE R
YA SRR IR E IR XIRGE T K AR, SRS B ¢ 1B 53 47 Sk 24
Hbro 5105k, 1 EIEAFSHERE, E801THE B SZHEER, S3EM. F3k.
R HAh— — BV R E KT IZ T IR IT G, BRI SR, AR SRR
BT RO v B R i) 2 e AN Ik B SR BR B N o ST P AE 1 B U R R H i v S R
TP AR R, BAETTREARM, FEES ST LRSS, oe—
BRI GBI NFGE LR B R AE AR TR . T
L& — AT 2 AR ST 5 ok H s L 0 B i 45 2 o LT, Ath 43 1) 20104, 2013
. 20154F . 20184F DY H I T A 2 R AR B R BB A/ L BE, AR I
THREANEER S -T2 Rl —aw — B EUER I 25, Sir-FEksRiie—
—ERARMBEM R EGIE, AR AN E T, TR ROy — B
HIREtD . 2013%F, SJi-FHath, WAL, etk F R Rt a) . SRR
FEHORE#, RN A S H A X (R R 256, Sk R BR, HESEX A 1E. 20154,
PR, B BRI AR LR o SEEETEI, AR AR, TR TS
B ARTE KR, MRBLERMEE. MK, —if B EUEHAA,
HMFHEFAD L EE, TSR EEAN A AR, AR ERRIA R . Xtk >
IR R, RO EE AL L X S AL RIAIE L, 1 e EEAE O Al
, HESHISZR E R S BUR B ARRS A B 42 PR3 B Ab. 720184, SIETHRH, St
W EVCE T E, EHSF SR E TS, REAT S RN, AfRE A
Hefth /N5, A ST AR SRR . SERE R, SRt E i,
B e KT AT IBHOGRIE, AR — TR . T B R 1) [ X #n]
DUk, EESY5. LEAE. LEZE. G — B @i E2013
Eﬂ,2ﬁ¥ww%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁWﬁEﬁﬂw JeJatR R P PR T 21
et b2 g B BB . HL, i B KA, O HESI I N i
SRR EE ST & . @ BB BT B, RAOTRY ZYUIRRZ R, —i—
PR B 8 R AW AR Rt e . )i PAE20154F VRG], CEA602 ML
[ 2 H [ PRl 20 2 iy — BRI R IR T ARG . 20184F, sl A 802 ME XK
FEPRH AR EZEE T SE “—H— B N ST ek K4 LA R 6
B GH BT E PR A LA . #iE20214E1 H , H E E 4 R 1404 [ K AI31AN E PR
BB T 2054 g A — A SO . 2015 N SR ], R OR R MR
HIMASHR TSR KA T (HEB S L g2 B A G A2t Adig a2 g B IR S
7Y, MR Fe. JRERJEN. REZLRRE . AYEE AL SRRy TR 1 —al
—ERI TR S AR, fR T Ik — T AT S . M, RE—a — TR
SERCPYZE )\ AR SR A R 3 b, SORMEE S SRR, N RN S i



— R R, HES N S L F A N GE R E LR B, ~JiE P8 1E2015
TRV S & 5 25 W R B ST, IR R R AT DA RE =5 . #2021
F1H, AT STABILE R TR & 3 53 A7 78 KNI 103 A B i, B A T AR AT .
S AHETE T H 108, Bt HtuERL R %220.212.35 50, SULFEIR, B sl
e S et QR BRI N e 657 QU= B ) ) I R TR /e S PR b/ s PR 11 15 = N 8] i
M SRS T s RO — 7, BRI U B N A R
ARG RINT: BN g7, BRE I —CR T SR ERIE, By —
P, BB K SRR S A M R 1 A5 A & hellip; &hellip; 52 SEFELE IR Ab,  RERSK B
ZHEZMARE S, B AEER SRR B E, g —aw—7iasxk
IRARE, FEMiRIm, R amE. EN R RRTETIT, FENG RSk
—IE L BT, N REERA I R AT R IR T E B &

L

https://www.yidaiyilu.gov.cn/xwzx/xgcdt/171145.htm

9. Innovation for Agriculture — launch of the SEWOH fund “i4Ag”

[ rural 21] Commissioned by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ), the new Fund for the Promotion of Innovation in Agriculture (i4Ag)
supports projects which have the potential to contribute to food security, employment and
income promotion as well as climate resilience and the conservation of natural resources.In
many developing countries, agricultural production and processing is falling behind what it
could achieve. Innovations are required in order to better exploit the potential of
agriculture and the food sector for the sustainable development of rural areas. They ought
to promote income and employment, strengthen food security and counter the impacts of
climate change and inappropriate land use.Iln the context of the special initiative “A World
Without Hunger” (SEWOH), Germany’s Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ) has set up the Fund for the Promotion of Innovation in Agriculture
(i4Ag). Via this fund, innovations in the agricultural and food sector which bear the potential
to contribute to food security, employment and income promotion and/or the conservation
of natural resources are to be supported financially. The aim is to advance these innovations
in partnerships and bring them to market maturity so that they can be used and
disseminated by smallholdings, their associations as well as processing and manufacturing
companies in the agricultural and food sector. To identify innovations, the Fund has opted

for scouting, tendering and competitive bidding formats. Innovations can be supported
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world-wide in selected partner countries and value chains and be proposed by both public
and private actors. Innovations are eligible for funding which are applicable in more than
one country, reach out to an optimally broad target group and fit in with the thematic fields
of digitisation, renewable energy, mechanisation, agricultural research and extension as
well as cooperation with the private sector. Gender-sensitive implementation is also
ensured via a mandatory gender strategy. The mode and amount of funding are worked out
individually in consultation with the applicants.
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6. Belt and Road Initiative, globalization and institutional changes: implications for firms
in Asia

CHRIE: Asia Pacific Journal of Management,2021-04-21
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5. Research on Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is rising but far from complete. This special
issue (SI) aims to enhance our understanding of how firms in Asia and beyond strategically
respond to the BRI and what new theories and investigations are needed to better elucidate
this new environment. In this editorial, we present a brief description of BRI, a review of
related studies in the international business (IB) domain, a summary of the articles included
in the SI and their contributions to the study of BRI, and an agenda for future research. We
suggest that more attention should be given to examination of organizational heterogeneity
under the BRI theme. In particular, there exists a variety of players like the governments of
the host countries, non-government institutions, firms with different ownership structures,
managers with different backgrounds, and their idiosyncratic characteristics should be
incorporated in BRI studies. Moreover, future studies should find fine-grained ways to
theorize and operationalize the policy effects of BRI. We call for further investigation of the
consequences of BRI, including but not limiting to different aspects of IB activities,
innovation, entrepreneurship, and corporate social responsibility.
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7. China's outward foreign direct investment in the belt and road initiative: What are the
motives for Chinese firms to invest?

SHERJE: China Economic Review,2021-04-19

%35 . Because of the potentially large and important effects of the extremely ambitious Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) launched by China in late 2013, considerable attention has been
given to the motives for, and repercussions of, the BRI-driven infrastructural projects. Yet,
the non-infrastructural outward foreign direct investment (FDI) from China to BRI countries,
which varies quite substantially across different sectors and different countries, has not yet
received much attention. In contrast to some recent studies showing that the massive
initiative has increased China's total FDI outflows to fellow BRI countries, in this paper,
based on our sector-level difference-in-differences models, we find that effect to be
statistically insignificant. Yet, at the same time, we provide empirical evidence on the
sectoral pattern of China's outward FDI before and after 2014 indicating that China's FDI
outflows to BRI countries have significantly increased in sectors characterized by
overcapacity and contributing to pollution in China, thereby demonstrating that China's

BRI-driven outward FDI has been very selective in terms of sectors. We confirm these


http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/CF/Csgk0WCKHgSASxlmAAaiNQAyDG8019.pdf

findings with a variety of robustness checks and show that it is BRI countries with relatively
low institutional quality that have been more likely to receive these types of FDI from China.
We thus speculate that Chinese firms have been motivated to place FDI investments in BRI
countries for the sake of alleviating China's own overcapacity and pollution problems. Our
findings lead us to suggest that, although these sectoral patterns are consistent with the
different stages of economic development in which China and its fellow BRI-identified
countries find themselves, Chinese investors and host country governments should be more
concerned with the potential for unwanted side-effects of the FDI investments so that the
mutually beneficial effects of the BRI can be sustained into the indefinite future without
those unwanted side effects among all countries involved.
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8. Per capita CO2 emissions divergence influenced by bilateral trade with china under the
belt and road initiative

CERVE:  Sustainable Production and Consumption,2021-04-06

% E . This paper is an empirical study of per capita CO 2 emissions divergence. Trade
intensity reflects the strength of bilateral trade relations between China and the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) countries. Using panel data covering 97 of the BRI countries from 2002
to 2017 and employing the dynamic panel system generalized method of moments (GMM)
model with additional instrumental variables of remoteness and the Shapley value
decomposition technique, this study has three main findings. First, the import intensity from
China tends to restrain per capita CO 2 emissions, but the export intensity to China tends to
promote per capita CO 2 emissions of BRI countries. Second, the Gini coefficient of per
capita CO 2 emissions continually decreases, representing a gradually weakened divergence.
Third, from 2009 the impact of import intensity from China on the divergence changed from
increasing CO 2 emissions to restraining them. However, export intensity to China has
continually promoted the divergence among the BRI countries, with the impact being
largest in 2016. The results suggest that China should adjust the sources of its energy
imports and the destinations of its exports, and develop green trade cooperation with the
BRI countries to jointly tackle climate change.
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9. The Impact of “Belt and Road Initiative” on Japanese Shipping Law
ERJE: Coastal Management,2021-03-23
i B . “Belt and Road Initiative” (BRI) is a Chinese initiative to promote multinational
economic cooperation and enhance worldwide prosperity. This Initiative’s impact on other
countries” maritime law and policy is worth exploring. This paper discusses the BRI and its
impact on Japanese shipping laws, emphasizing the importance of Sino-Japanese economic
cooperation. It is observed that Japanese private enterprises appear to have a more open
attitude than that of the Japanese government toward the BRI. By participating in the BRI,
Japanese companies can be more involved in international multimodal transport, not only
as shippers utilizing the improved rail and sea carriage network to ship their products but
also as multimodal transport operators providing logistical services. This may further trigger
the development of Japanese shipping law, so that Japan can better benefit from the
connectivity brought by the BRI and address new geopolitical challenges created by it.
B
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10. The double burden of malnutrition in India:Trends and inequalities (2006-2016)
RRYE: PLOS ONE,2021-02-25

%35, Rapid urban expansion has important health implications. This study examines trends
and inequalities in undernutrition and overnutrition by gender, residence (rural, urban slum,
urban non-slum), and wealth among children and adults in India. We used National Family
Health Survey data from 2006 and 2016 (n = 311,182 children 0-5y and 972,192 adults
15-54y in total). We calculated differences, slope index of inequality (Sll) and concentration
index to examine changes over time and inequalities in outcomes by gender, residence, and
wealth quintile. Between 2006 and 2016, child stunting prevalence dropped from 48% to
38%, with no gender differences in trends, whereas child overweight/obesity remained at
~78%. In both years, stunting prevalence was higher in rural and urban slum households
compared to urban non-slum households. Within-residence, wealth inequalities were large
for stunting (Sll: -33 to -19 percentage points, pp) and declined over time only in urban
non-slum households. Among adults, underweight prevalence decreased by ~13 pp but
overweight/obesity doubled (10% to 21%) between 2006 and 2016. Rises in
overweight/obesity among women were greater in rural and urban slum than urban

non-slum households. Within-residence, wealth inequalities were large for both
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underweight (Sl -35 to -12pp) and overweight/obesity (+16 to +29pp) for adults, with the
former being more concentrated among poorer households and the latter among wealthier
households. In conclusion, India experienced a rapid decline in child and adult
undernutrition between 2006 and 2016 across genders and areas of residence. Of great
concern, however, is the doubling of adult overweight/obesity in all areas during this period
and the rise in wealth inequalities in both rural and urban slum households. With the
second largest urban population globally, India needs to aggressively tackle the multiple
burdens of malnutrition, especially among rural and urban slum households and develop
actions to maintain trends in undernutrition reduction without exacerbating the rapidly
rising problems of overweight/obesity
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1. Sustainability of Plantwise: an assessment after 10 years of the programme
RATIR: [ ROl AEYRL - F 0 (CABD
RAGESIA]: 2021-04-28
% % . The global Plantwise programme has been operating since 2011 and is currently
implemented in 30 countries, working with more than 200 partner organisations across
Africa, Asia and the Americas.Plantwise has been demonstrated to be a working concept for
the effective delivery of plant health information to smallholder farmers. However, it is
critically important that CABI interventions contribute to lasting positive change beyond the
end of direct Plantwise funding, hence the need to assess the sustainabilityl of activities
across the 30 Plantwise countries. At this advanced stage of Plantwise, it was therefore felt
that Plantwise sustainability needed to be viewed from a broader and country-specific
perspective to gain a deeper understanding of what elements of Plantwise are operating
within the country, whether these are likely to continue and why or why not (beyond the
‘who is going to pay’ question).This synthesis report draws on the country reports of the
sustainability assessment carried out in 2020, as well as other recent reports and evaluation
studies, to present the key findings as to where indications of sustainability or
risk/challenges to Plantwise activities have been highlighted. These findings are presented
within the overarching five Plantwise themes: 1) stakeholder linkages, 2) plant clinics and
complementary activities, 3) data management and use, 4) information exchange and

Knowledge Bank, and 5) monitoring and evaluation (M&E).
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2. UNEP Food Waste Index Report 2021

RAGH: UNEP website

RAGESIA]: 2021-03-04

i #: The fact that substantial amounts of food are produced but not eaten by humans has
substantial negative impacts: environmentally, socially and economically. Estimates suggest
that 8-10% of global greenhouse gas emissions are associated with food that is not
consumed.Reducing food waste at retail, food service and household level can provide
multi-faceted benefits for both people and the planet. However, the true scale of food
waste and its impacts have not been well understood until now. As such, the opportunities
provided by food waste reduction have remained largely untapped and under-exploited. If
we want to get serious about tackling food waste, we need to increase efforts to measure
food and inedible parts wasted at retail and consumer level and track food waste generation
in kilograms per capita at country level. Only with reliable data, we are going to be able to
track progress on Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target 12.3, which aims at halving
per capita global food waste at the retail and consumer levels and reducing food losses
along production and supply chains, including post-harvest losses.The Food Waste Index
Report aims at supporting the goals of SDG 12.3. It does so by presenting the most
comprehensive food waste data collection, analysis and modelling to date, generating a new
estimate of global food waste; and publishing a methodology for countries to measure food
waste, at household, food service and retail level, to track national progress towards 2030
and to report on SDG 12.3. Countries using this methodology will generate strong evidence
to guide a national strategy on food waste prevention, that is sufficiently sensitive to pick up
changes in food waste over two- or four-year intervals, and that enables meaningful
comparisons between countries globally.
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