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1. Bangladesh government set to procure Boro directly from farmers

[ the Financial Express ] In a major policy shift, the government is planning to purchase
Boro harvest directly from the farmers this season to help ensure a fair price for the latter
and boost its own stock. The cabinet division recommended that the food ministry take
necessary steps to this effect, an official said. IFPRI, in a recent research study suggested
direct procurement of paddy from farmers.
B

https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/trade/bangladesh-government-set-to-procure-boro-d

irectly-from-farmers-1618021400
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5. India to spend $200m in next 5-7 years to promote hydrogen use

[ Reuters ] India will spend $200 million over the next five to seven years to promote the
use of hydrogen, Indu Shekhar Chaturvedi, the top bureaucrat at India's Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy, said at a virtual industry event on Thursday.India has asked its
state-run oil and gas companies to set up seven hydrogen pilot plants by the end of this
financial year, India's oil secretary Tarun Kapoor also said at the Hydrogen Economy - New
Delhi Dialogue event.Governments and energy companies around the world are betting on
clean hydrogen playing a leading role in efforts to lower greenhouse gas emissions, though

its future uses and costs remain uncertain.Qil minister Dharmendra Pradhan said at the


https://www.yidaiyilu.gov.cn/xwzx/bwdt/170535.htm

online conference the government planned to scale up the use of hydrogen blended with
compressed natural gas (H-CNG) as a transportation fuel."We are looking forward to
introducing H-CNG as an intermittent technology in a big way for both automotive and
domestic cooking applications," Pradhan said on Thursday
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https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/economy/global/india-to-spend-200m-in-next-5-7-ye
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7. Charting new ‘sustainable agricultural pathways’ in Brazil

[ CoSAI news ] Brazil is a large country spanning several climatic zones. Its bountiful
supplies of fresh water, abundant solar radiation and rich biodiversity have enabled it to
become one of the world's largest producers of food, feed, fibers and renewable fuels. But
it is not these natural endowments alone that put Brazil decisively on this pathway: it is also
the country's advanced capacity in technology development, put to use over decades.Now,
that same capacity is being directed towards a sustainable future. Charting new 'sustainable
agricultural pathways' will revitalize Brazil's landscape and serve as a model for countries
facing similar challenges across the planet's tropical belt.
HE

https://wle.cgiar.org/news/charting-new-%E2%80%98sustainable-agricultural-pathways

%E2%80%99-brazil

8. Vietnam launches second phase of One Health partnership for zoonoses control

[ international Livestock Research Institute] To strengthen ongoing work in the control of
zoonotic diseases, or diseases transmitted from animals to humans, in Vietnam, the second
phase of the framework for One Health Partnership for Zoonoses (OHP), was officially
launched in Hanoi on 23 March 2021. This initiative by the Vietnamese government will run
from 2021 to 2025.Supported by 31 Vietnamese and international agencies including the
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD), the Ministry of Health (MOH) and
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE), the OHP aims to minimize the
risk of spreading animal and environmentally transmitted pathogens to human and of
antimicrobial resistance through enhanced multisectoral collaboration using the One Health
approach.
e
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10. Crisis in the Himalayas: climate change and unsustainable development

[ Financial Times ] The [Uttarakhand flood] disaster last month in India demonstrated the
risks from rising temperatures to the eight countries in the region.More than 1bn people
"rely on the waters coming from the Himalayas", says lzabella Koziell of the International
Water Management Institute in Sri Lanka. "[Receding glaciers] can mean increased flooding.
It can mean more variable water flows . . . If they start melting fast, you just have less water.
Then the implications are massive."
W
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6. Relational governance in rhetoric and reality: explanations and problems of China’s Belt
and Road Initiative from the relational perspective

CHRJE: Globalizations,2021-04-12

2. There have been contending views on the implications of China’s economic rise and
growing influence for global economic governance. Many Chinese officials and some
Chinese IR scholars expect that the international order, at least the Asian regional order, is
experiencing important transitions, which is characterized by more relational governance
than rule-based governance. This article argues that, though relational governance explains
the manner in which China unfolds the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), it does not guarantee

success for China’s BRI projects. Based on an in-depth case study of Malaysia’s adjustment
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of BRI projects after the 14th general election combined with elite interviews in Malaysia,
the article further suggests that China’s relational management and governance has
practically generated considerable problems for the Malaysian government and challenges
for China’s projects in Malaysia. It calls for a more cautious, rather than optimistic, attitude
towards China’s practice of relational governance.
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7. Impacts of COVID-19 on global poverty, food security, and diets: Insights from global
model scenario analysis

WHRJE: AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS,2021-04-08

%% : This study assesses the impact of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) on poverty,
food insecurity, and diets, accounting for the complex links between the crisis and the
incomes and living costs of vulnerable households. Key elements are impacts on labor
supply, effects of social distancing, shifts in demand from services involving close contact,
increases in the cost of logistics in food and other supply chains, and reductions in savings
and investment. These are examined using IFPRI's global general equilibrium model linked
to epidemiological and household models. The simulations suggest that the global recession
caused by COVID-19 will be much deeper than that of the 20082009 financial crisis. The
increases in poverty are concentrated in South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa with impacts
harder in urban areas than in rural. The COVID-19-related lockdown measures explain most
of the fall in output, whereas declines in savings soften the adverse impacts on food
consumption. Almost 150 million people are projected to fall into extreme poverty and food
insecurity. Decomposition of the results shows that approaches assuming uniform income
shocks would underestimate the impact by as much as one-third, emphasizing the need for
the more refined approach of this study.
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8. The structural equivalence of tourism cooperative network in the Belt and Road
Initiative Area
SCHERJE: Environmental Research,2021-03-14

{5 % . This study constructed the international tourism cooperation network (ITCN) in the
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Belt and Road Initiative area and further analyzed the structural equivalence of the tourism
cooperative network by block-modeling approach through Convergence of iterated
Correlations CONCOR algorithm in UCINET 6 data set. The results displayed the layout of
subgroups: The East Europe, North Asia-Pacific and South Asia were in core positions;
Middle East, the Americas and Africa were at margins of the network. Besides, each
inter-block relational pattern and the status of each block had been presented. The
sociogram of inter-block density highlighted the importance of reciprocal ties. These ties
were mainly constructed between core blocks, but seldom constructed between peripheral
blocks. The degree of competition derived from structural equivalence can be balanced
through the implementation of intra-block differential strategy and the design of inter-block
relational patterns.
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9. Agricultural R&D investment intensity: A misleading conventional measure and a new
intensity index

SCHRJE: AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS,2021-03-12

%5 EL: The conventional wisdom that developing countries are significantly underinvesting in
agricultural research and development (R&D) has been challenged by studies that found
that the high rates of return in the literature result from data limitations and inadequate
modeling choices. However, evidence of low research effort in developing countries as
measured by the intensity ratio (IR)—the percentage of agricultural gross domestic product
invested in agricultural R&D—has not been questioned. This article argues that the IR is an
inadequate indicator of research effort and proposes an alternative index to measure R&D
intensity. Using the proposed index, we find that the investment effort in developing
countries is much higher than the one observed when the IR is used, that the contribution
of low- and middle-income (LMI) countries to growth in global R&D intensity was higher to
that of high-income (HI) countries in recent years, that the investment gap in LMI countries
is close to 50% of R&D investment, and that the proposed development goal of a 1.0% value
of the IR is beyond the possibilities of most Asian and African countries.
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2. IFPRI’s 2021 Global Food Policy Report: Transforming Food Systems After COVID-19
RATE: EERERBORF T (FPRD

RAGHS[E]: 2021-04-15

5 B . IFPRI's 2021 Global Food Policy Report explores the impacts of the pandemic and
government policy responses to date, particularly for the poor and disadvantaged, and
consider what it all means for transforming our food systems to be healthy, resilient,
efficient, sustainable, and inclusive. The chapters in this flagship report explore key
requisites for such a transformation in light of the current shock — balancing health and
economic policies, promoting healthy diets and nutrition, strengthening social protection
policies and inclusion, integrating natural resource protection into food sector policies, and
enhancing the contribution of the private sector — and how best to achieve them. Regional
sections examine the diverse experiences of the pandemic worldwide, and the impact of
varied response measures.
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