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4. USDA Increases Emergency SNAP Benefits for 25 million Americans; Ensures COVID-19

Relief Reaches Those Struggling the Most

[USDA] The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today took action to provide $1 billion
per month in additional food assistance to an estimated 25 million people in very
low-income households that are participating in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) and struggling to put food on the table due to the pandemic.Starting this
month, households that had not received at least $95 per month in increased benefits
through emergency allotments during the pandemic because they were already at or close
to receiving the current maximum benefit  will now be eligible to receive additional
benefits. Benefit levels will remain unchanged for households that have been receiving
increased payments of at least $95 per month. States may need a few weeks to update their
systems and get the additional benefits to participants.“The emergency SNAP increases
authorized by Congress last year were not being distributed equitably, and the poorest
households who have the least ability to absorb the economic shocks brought about by
COVID received little to no emergency benefit increases,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack. “As part of President Biden’s commitment to deliver economic relief, and ensure
every family can afford to put food on the table, today’s actions will provide much-needed
support for those who need it most.”
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5. Harnessing local agriculture production to create healthy diets

[ FAO ] Harnessing local agriculture production around the world to create healthy diets
through agri-food system-transformation was the focus of a high-level event organized by
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and involving leaders
and experts.Under the framework of its Regional Network on Nutrition-sensitive Food
System, FAQO's Regional Office for Near East and North Africa co-hosted the special virtual
event with FAQO's Regional Offices for Africa and for Asia and the Pacific.The virtual dialogue
was opened on Wednesday by FAO Director-General, QU Dongyu, and brought together
leaders from Africa, Asia and the Near East as well as senior officials from FAO with the goal
of strengthening cross-regional collaboration and sharing ideas on how to harness the

potential of agri-food systems.In his opening remarks, the Director-General stressed that
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innovation and experience-sharing were critical for transforming agri-food systems and
making them more efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable.Citing the widespread
structural reforms he has undertaken at FAO since his election in 2019, Qu stressed the
importance of "breaking down silos" so individuals, organizations and countries could learn
from one another. "We need to accumulate more experience, interactive experience," he
said. "We have to have more hybridization, heterosis of experience, it is the only way. You
can read more books but you also need more interaction."In addition to technical
innovation, the Director-General noted that there were several major requirements needed
to drive transformation. Apart from structural reform, he alluded to the need for social
interaction, knowledge combined with experience and stability to enable organizations and
their staff to evolve and grow.He particularly emphasized the need for a vibrant exchange of
views and experience - as FAO seeks the same through its employees worldwide. Drawing
on his expertise as a geneticist, the Director-General indicated that interaction with others
combined with knowledge and expertise were essential in bringing about real change.Poor
diets are the main contributor to the global burden of disease and over dependence on a
few staple crops is a leading cause of low dietary diversity and persistent malnutrition.
Approximately 3 billion people in the world cannot afford a healthy diet, and more than
three billion people suffer from one or more manifestations of poor nutrition.Mahmoud El
Solh, member of the Steering Committee of the Committee on World Food Security's High
Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition, gave the keynote address on
"Harnessing the benefits of diversified agri-food system for healthy diets".Environmental
degradation and the impact of climate change were among the challenges, he said, in
addressing hunger and poverty in the world's poorest countries. El Solh spoke about the
urgency required if the world is to bridge the gap and increase food production by 70
percent by 2050.Mariam bint Mohammed Saeed Hareb Al Mheiri, the Minister of State for
Food and Water Security in the United Arab Emirates, called for greater awareness and
education to promote sustainable food while supporting local production with technology
and innovation.The Minister indicated that the UAE Government was seeking to reduce the
country's dependence on food imports and had accelerated discussions between academics,
the private and the public sector to advance local food production. She added that FAO had
played an important role as a partner advising the UAE on data and information.Aly
Abousabaa, the Director-General of the International Center for Agriculture Research in the
Dry Areas (ICARDA), a Beirut-based research institute, said diversity was the key to

resilience and invited participants to consider whether the right policies were in place to



leverage technology and development.Thanawat Tiensin, Chair of the Committee on World
Food Security (CFS) and Permanent Representative of the Government of Thailand to the
UN Agencies in Rome, encouraged participants to refer to the CFS guidelines and to
translate them into actions to transform agri-food systems and create better outcomes for
all.FAQ's Chief Scientist, Ismahane Elouafi, moderated a session on the role of research and
science. She echoed the Director-General in calling for "a holistic approach" noting science
and technology were key to creating a world free from poverty, hunger and
malnutrition.While moderating a session on policies and investment, FAQ's Chief Economist,
M&aacute;ximo Torero, stressed the need for a multi-sector approach to produce healthy
nutrition and pointed to FAQO's evidence-based, country-led and country-owned
Hand-in-Hand Initiative, which is designed to accelerate agricultural transformation.FAO
has recently launched a dedicated website on country's good practices to achieve the UN's
Sustainable Development Goals, through which FAO Representatives publish articles on
successful activities.
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8. The Arbor Day Foundation and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) recognise 120 Tree Cities of the World

[FAO] The Arbor Day Foundation, along with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAQ), today announced the cities recognised through the Tree Cities of the
World programme. 2019 was the first year of eligibility for this worldwide initiative and 68
cities from 17 countries were recognised for their commitment to urban forestry
management. The programme has since grown and now includes even more cities
worldwide.A total of 120 cities from 23 countries earned this international designation in
2020, including Toronto, Canada; New York, USA; Guadalajara, Mexico; Birmingham, United
Kingdom; Campo Grande, Brazil; Hyderabad, India; and Kampala, Uganda. The complete list
of recognised communities is available here. To earn this recognition, each of these cities
demonstrated its commitment to trees and forestry by meeting five qualifying standards
related to the management and celebration of urban forests. The cities recognised this year
will join a network that continues to grow, providing an opportunity to learn best practices
from one another as they strive for excellence in urban forestry."We proudly welcome all of
the cities that have earned Tree City designation this year," said Dan Lambe, President of
the Arbor Day Foundation. "They are taking the initiative in the development and
maintenance of their urban tree canopies. The benefits that trees provide to urban areas

are immeasurable, and many of the recognised cities have invested in their communities to
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create a more sustainable future. We aim to celebrate and appreciate the dedication and
commitment of these cities with this recognition."The Tree Cities of the World programme
is a partnership of FAO and the Arbor Day Foundation, launched in 2019. The first Tree
Cities of the World Conference was held virtually in October 2020. It was a crucial moment
to promote the network and the incredible efforts put in by the United Nations' FAQO, the
Arbor Day Foundation, and the five National Programme Leaders. Recognition through the
Tree Cities of the World programme represents the first step toward achieving a green
vision for qualifying cities."Urban forests and trees are a key element of sustainable urban
development, but most of all, they help cities become greener, healthier and happier places
to live.We join the Arbor Day Foundation in celebrating the efforts of the communities that
have already joined the Tree Cities of the World programme and we are confident that
many more will follow," said FAO Deputy Director-General Maria Helena Semedo. "Cities
play a prominent role in building a more sustainable and equitable future. Our Green Cities
Initiative can help support their efforts to increase availability and access to green products
and services."
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9. Low access to markets hinders legume farming

[ The Times ] The Times (Malawi) published an article on how Low access to input and
output markets for legumes has been outlined as one of the major issues hindering the
growth of the trade. An IFPRI report (see the recorded brown bag: Understanding the
factors that influence cereal-legume adoption amongst smallholder farmers in Malawi)
shows that limited access to output markets and susceptibility to pests and diseases are also
key constraints limiting farmers’ incorporation of legumes. The report suggests that
deliberate measures should be taken to connect smallholder farmers to stable markets for
input and their produce.
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10. African industry is doing better than previously thought

[ Economist] Economist published an article on the status of the manufacturing sector in
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Africa. Young Africans are optimistic about the future as they turn to manufacturing to
create and produce much-needed products. (One man has created inexpensive ventilators
to treat COVID-19 and is the recipient of awards for that work). This optimism cuts against
established wisdom, where researchers have suggested that the industrialization elevator
out of poverty has stalled. New research shows that a long decline in manufacturing’s share
of GDP has bottomed out, and it is now about 11%. Output is up by 91% in real terms since
2000. Given numbers such as these, talk of deindustrialization in Africa is “silly,” says
Margaret McMillan of Tufts University and IFPRI. According to Xinshen Diao and Mia Ellis,
some reasons may be found by looking at which firms have improved, and which have not.
In Tanzania and Ethiopia, most of the new factory jobs were created by small, inefficient
companies. Although a few big manufacturers have boosted productivity, they have not
been hiring much.
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6. Global dietary convergence from 1970 to 2010 altered inequality in agriculture,
nutrition and health

SCHRYE: Nature Food,2021-03-19

%% : Humans globally have similar nutritional needs but face large differences in natural
resource endowments and local food production. This study quantifies food-system
inequality across countries on the basis of natural resource inputs, food/nutrient outputs
and nutrition/health outcomes, from 1970 to 2010. Animal source foods and

overweight/obesity show rapid convergence while availability of selected micronutrients


http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/9F/Csgk0WBqvl2ABODeAAsjTyYXdow451.pdf
http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/9F/Csgk0WBqvymASDNvAALl4u6kTGI924.pdf

show slower convergence. However, all variables are more equally distributed than national
income per capita, the Gini coefficient of which declined from 0.71 to 0.65. Inequalities in
total and animal-source dietary energy declined from 0.16 to 0.10 and 0.55 to 0.36,
respectively. There was convergence in overweight/obesity prevalence from 0.39 to 0.27,
while undernutrition and stunting became increasingly concentrated in a few high-burden
countries. Characterizing cross-country inequalities in agricultural resources, foods,
nutrients and health can help identify critical opportunities for agriculture and food policies,
as well as prioritize research objectives and funding allocation for the coming decade.
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http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/9F/CsgkOWBg1wWARGINABftIdFDh10935.pdf

7. Multimodal transportation network centrality analysis for Belt and Road Initiative
SCERYE: Transportation Research Part E: Logistics and Transportation Review,2021-03-09
i Z. As the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) takes root, the Air Transportation Network (ATN)
is gaining prominence, as evidenced by the Air Silk Road Initiative proposed in 2017.
However, the ATN of the BRI countries and its integration with maritime and rail transport
have not been studied. This paper analyzes the network structure of the ATN of the BRI
countries. A multi-layer weighted betweenness metric is used to rank the centrality of the
hubs in the network based on the connectivity, distance, and traffic between the airports.
Using the centrality ranking of the airports to reflect the distribution of traffic demand in the
BRI countries, a gravity model is then applied to quantify the centrality of the maritime and
rail hubs. Mapping these hubs to their home cities, this paper assesses the current state of
the multimodal transport hubs and recommends new hubs to increase the international
trading reach of the BRI.
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http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/9F/CsgkOWBqyc2AfFm8AAF6972LL6067.html

8. Migration, labor and women’s empowerment: Evidence from an agricultural value
chain in Bangladesh

HRYE: World Development,2021-03-05

% % . As a substantial portion of the rural labor force migrates to urban areas, it is
commonly assumed that women could take over traditionally male tasks in agricultural

production, with potentially empowering outcomes for women. We study how changes in
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the supply of labor may influence female labor participation and empowerment outcomes.
Using a detailed panel dataset on jute producers in the delta region of Bangladesh, we test
whether out-migration of household members and perceived labor shortages are associated
with the share of household and hired labor performed by women, and women’s
empowerment. When a household experiences reduced household or hired labor supply,
we observe a relatively larger use of female household labor, but a reduced share of female
hired labor. We also find that reduced labor supply is not associated with significant
reductions in gender wage gaps, or enhanced women’s empowerment. These findings
suggest that given existing gender norms, male and female labor are not perfect substitutes
for one another, and as a result, male outmigration is not associated with improved
outcomes for women in cash crop production in the short run. Our results demonstrate a
need for better understanding of the role of gender in rural labor markets, particularly in
contexts of rapid urbanization.
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Tk E=D
1. Food systems after Covid-19
KATYE: 1DS Bulletin
RAG ] 2021-03-25
§#§ £ : Measures to slow down the spread of Covid-19 have had profound effects on the food
and nutrition security of poor and marginalised households and communities. This article
provides an overview of the effects of Covid-19 on food systems across low- and
middle-income countries using resilience and political economy lenses, before proposing
approaches to build back resilient and equitable food systems. First, future interventions
need to target structural issues that limit people’s agency in accessing nutritious and diverse
food and production capital. Second, local innovation systems and institutions require
investment to create a market environment that benefits domestic (small and medium)
enterprises and agri-food supply chain workers without jeopardising the environment. Third,
interventions need to be informed by a diverse set of opinions that include the voices of the
most marginalised.
e
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1. Bulgaria: Grain and Feed Annual

RATYR: USDA

RAGESIA]: 2021-04-01

% %. FAS Sofia expects Bulgarian grain and feed production to rebound in marketing year
(MY) 2021/22. As of mid-March, winter grain development is off to a promising start. Wheat
and barley production is projected to reach up to 5.9 million metric tons (MMT) and
580,000 metric tons (MT), respectively, assuming favorable weather through harvest.
Encouraged by higher corn prices, Bulgaria’s corn area is forecast to remain stable or
increase marginally. Corn yields are forecast to recover after hot and dry conditions in MY
2020/21, leading to production to increase to 3.6 MMT. MY 2020/21 exports have lagged
behind previous season due to the weather-related drops in production, higher on-farm
storage, and unstable export demand. Currently, wheat and corn exports are estimated at
around 3.0 MMT and 1.5 MMT, respectively, a cumulative year-on-year decline of over 40
percent. Feed use is likely to grow later in the season along with the recovery of Bulgaria’s
swine inventory.
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http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/9F/CsgkOWBgwy6ATW2EAAiIDIBShtmw934.pdf

(R E ]
1. Ways Forward to Improve Water Security in Pakistan
KAGPR: Water Resources of Pakistan
AT A]: 2021-03-26
%% . For a country to be water secure, it must balance water access for diverse human
needs, including for health, and must manage the resource to preserve a sustainable
human-nature ecosystem. Recent water policies recognise this diversity and related
challenges. Despite these advances, Pakistan’s history includes many failures to move
related programs forward. The governance structures of the main policies, such as the
National Water Policy and the Punjab Water Policy, implicitly assume that current
departments or ministries are adequate to the job. With the preponderance of irrigation
and agriculture representatives on councils and committees, this is unlikely to be easy to
achieve. This chapter uses a socio-hydrological framework to argue that the contribution of

water to sustainable development needs to be based on accurate measurement, valuation,
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and decision-making grounded in a system that takes account of the complex interplay of
human actions and water systems and that these will only be effective if they are
embedded in strong consultative governance institutions. This framework was used to
assess the way forward using two examples, groundwater management and the challenge
of allocating water to the Indus Delta.
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