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2. ASEAN, United States to advance Strategic Partnership

[ & B2 ASEAN ] The Biden Administration is looking to further strengthen its Strategic
Partnership with ASEAN through expanding cooperation in a number of mutually beneficial
areas, including in addressing the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. The United
States made this commitment at the 12th Meeting of the ASEAN-U.S. Joint Cooperation
Committee (JCC) held virtually today.The U.S. also conveyed its readiness to actively
participate and contribute to regional peace, stability and prosperity through ASEAN-led
regional mechanisms.At the meeting, officials from both sides took note that the
long-standing partnership has expanded to cover a wide range of areas under the three
ASEAN Community pillars. Taking stock of ASEAN-U.S. cooperation, they also noted the full
implementation of the ASEAN-U.S. Plan of Action (2016-2020) and the positive progress
made in the implementation of the new Plan of Action (2021-2025), which will continue to
support ASEAN’s Community building efforts.In discussing priority areas of cooperation,
ASEAN and the U.S. agreed to further deepen collaboration in the areas of trade and
investment; human capital development; public health; environment and climate change;
innovation and digital economy; and sustainable development, among others.The meeting
highlighted the importance of collaboration towards post COVID-19 recovery, and ensuring
fair, equitable and global access of vaccines. ASEAN welcomed U.S.” interest to contribute to
the COVID-19 ASEAN Response Fund, as well as cooperation through initiatives such as the
ASEAN Comprehensive Recovery Framework.ASEAN officials looked forward to U.S.
continued support for ASEAN’s Community-building efforts through its development
cooperation programmes such as; the Inclusive Growth in ASEAN through Innovation, Trade
and E-Commerce (IGNITE); the Partnership for Regional Optimization within the
Political-Security and Socio-Cultural Communities, as well as narrowing development gaps in
the region through the Mekong-U.S. Partnership.Furthermore, officials from both sides
looked forward to the full and effective implementation of the Regional Development
Cooperation Agreement between ASEAN and the USAID, which was signed last year.The
Permanent Representative of Lao PDR to ASEAN Ambassador Ekkaphab Phanthavong and
Chargé d’Affaires of the U.S. Mission to ASEAN Melissa J. Brown co-chaired the meeting. The
Permanent Representatives of ASEAN Member States or their representatives, as well as
officials from the ASEAN Secretariat and the U.S. Mission to ASEAN were also present.
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5. CABI study shows households in Zimbabwe affected by fall armyworm are 12% more
likely to experience hunger

[ = bR N0 YL 2£ 0 CABI ] CABI has led the first study to explore the income and
food security effects of the fall armyworm invasion on a country  revealing that in
Zimbabwe smallholder maize-growing households blighted by the pest are 12% more likely
to experience hunger.Dr Justice Tambo, lead researcher of the study published in Food and
Energy Security, sought to investigate the impact of the fall armyworm (Spodoptera
frugiperda) on household income and food security as well as the extent to which a control
strategy can help mitigate the negative impacts of the pest.He, along with CABI colleagues
from its centres in Kenya and Zambia as well as in collaboration with Zimbabwe’s Ministry of
Lands, Agriculture, Water and Rural Settlement, also found that severe level of infestation
reduced per capita household income by 44% and increased a household’s likelihood of
experiencing hunger by 17%.Indeed, the research  which looked at survey data obtained
from 350 smallholder maize-growing households in six provinces across Zimbabwe
showed that households affected by fall armyworm were 11% more likely to experience

food shortage, and their members had a 13% higher probability of going to bed hungry or
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going a whole day without eating because of household food insufficiency.The scientists
also discovered that the fall armyworm-affected households who failed to implement a
control strategy had a 50% lower per capita household income, while their counterparts
that implemented a control strategy did not suffer a significant income loss. Around 30% of
185 households who reported fall armyworm infestation in their farms did not implement
any intervention.Those who did manage to control the pest typically used synthetic
pesticides and handpicking of egg masses and larvae. Other methods included pouring ash
or sand into maize whorls, rogueing and burning of infested plants, and the application of
detergents.Fall armyworm was reported for the first time in Zimbabwe during the
2016/2017 cropping season and has continued to spread and cause damage to crops in the
following seasons.Rwomushana et al. (2018) argues that the pest has the potential to cause
an annual reduction in maize production in Zimbabwe of about 264,000 tonnes, translating
into revenue loss of USS 83 million.Dr Tambo, who is based at CABI’s Swiss Centre in
Delémont, said, “Our results suggest that while fall armyworm cannot be eradicated, taking
actions to at least prevent severe level of infestation can significantly reduce welfare losses
in terms of income and food security.“Further studies are, however, needed to determine
the threshold level of infestation that does not lead to significant welfare losses, as the
present study applied a simple binary disaggregation of fall armyworm infestation into
minor and severe infestation based on farmers’ self-reported information.“More
importantly, it would be useful to investigate which of the control measures can achieve the
most positive outcomes that are cost-effective, safe and environmentally sustainable.”
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6. USDA Invests $598 Million to Improve and Modernize Rural Electric Infrastructure After
Severe Weather and Age Test the Grid

[EEREUSDA]Y The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced today a $598
million rural electric loan package to build or improve electric infrastructure in 11 states
(PDF, 119 KB).“The Biden-Harris administration is committed to bringing critical financial
assistance to rural families and making significant investments in community infrastructure
across rural America,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. “These USDA investments will

bring affordable electric power to rural residents, Tribal communities, community facilities,
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schools and medical institutions that perform critical services each day. Now is the time for
our nation to make significant investments in infrastructure — roads, bridges, broadband
and energy — to improve quality of life and support good-paying jobs, transition to a clean
energy economy, and keep the United States poised to lead the global economy.”
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9. FAO and JR Farms join forces to support youth-led initiatives in agribusiness in Rwanda
[BX & EBARHLRFAO IThe Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
in Rwanda has signed an agreement with JR Farms Limited to promote youth involvement in

agriculture and create decent work opportunities. JR Farms is a Rwandan led agri-enterprise
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operating in Rwanda, Nigeria and Zambia in the areas of food processing and retailing, agro
commodity trading and consulting. Its corporate goals are to ensure food security, end
hunger in Africa and create decent jobs for Africa's women and young people.FAO and JR
Farms have joined forces with the aim of developing youth-led agriculture enterprises by
providing equity funds, through JR Farms' Green Agribusiness Fund (GAF), to selected
youth-led agribusinesses involved in different agri-food value chains.The young
"agri-preneurs" will also benefit from training and capacity development opportunities and
will be introduced to wider networks of fellow agri-preneurs. "This important partnership
with JR Farms will open up new opportunities for young people in agriculture and
agribusiness to create decent work, improve livelihoods and boost food security," FAO
Representative in Rwanda Gualbert Gbehounou said."As a youth-to-youth initiative, the
Green Agribusiness Fund will play an important role in creating opportunities for youth in
agribusiness in Africa. The initiative is holistic, it does not only offer funding but other
salient support such as capacity building, training and exposure which are necessary for
success in agribusiness - this is why we are excited about this partnership with FAO which
will position more young people to engage in agribusiness," Rotimi Opeyemi Olawale, JR
Farms Chief Executive Officer said.

B

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1379634/icode/

10. How FPOs can help small and marginal farmers

[ Indian Express) ] A number of innovative institutional models are emerging and there
are many opportunities for small and marginal farmers in India.  Senior research fellow
Devesh Roy and his IFPRI co-authors have undertaken a comparative study of FPOs (farmer
producer organizations) in Maharashtra and Bihar (Are farmer producer organizations a
boon to farmers? The evidence from Bihar, India). In Maharashtra, some of the FPOs have
organically evolved (OFPOs) when farmers have taken the lead to adopt market-oriented
practices, develop cost-effective solutions in production and marketing. The FPOs have to
be encouraged by policymakers and other stakeholders apart from scaling up throughout
the country to benefit particularly the smallholders.
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6. Socio-Economic Perspectives of Transition in Inland Fisheries and Fish Farming in a Least
Developed Country

SCHERIE: Sustainability,2021-03-09

% B . Small-scale inland fisheries are essential for livelihoods and food security in
developing countries such as Burkina Faso. However, there is a gap in research on the
ongoing transformation of the sector toward sustainability. This article analyzes the
transition in inland fisheries and aquaculture in Burkina Faso and its implications in terms of
natural resources management, food security, and livelihoods. We used the Multi-Level
Perspective (MLP) method as a reference transition framework and sampled using a mixed
approach including 63 qualitative interviews, with fisheries experts and stakeholders, as well
as quantitative data gathered through a representative survey with 204 fishermen’s
households. We examined open access, concession, and co-management fisheries systems.

Our results show that technical and institutional changes in fisheries over the last decades


http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/99/Csgk0WBTC_OAO0LPACXR87vbFV8489.pdf

deeply shaped and transformed fisheries governance. Technological changes improved the
sector’'s productivity and its contribution to households’ livelihoods. Fishermen’s
households consume up to 25% of fishermen’s catches. The share of the catches consumed
is typically higher when commercial fishing is “not important”, but it remains typically low
when it is “very important”. The income is higher for fishermen who allocate more time to
or gain more income from animals breeding. The establishment of state-based management
affects the balance between the coexisting traditional and newer “republican” institutions.
Concession and co-management niches can contribute to the empowerment of the
stakeholders and establishment of more effective management. However, they are still
dominated by the traditional and centralized state regimes and governance. The support of
the socio-technical landscape is paramount for the scaling-up of the fish farming niche,
which has the potential to improve food security and sustain rural livelihoods in the least
developed country, Burkina Faso.
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7. The Link between Food Security and Life Satisfaction: Panel Data Analysis

SCHRYE:  Sustainability,2021-03-08

52 . The goal of this study is to explore the causal relationship between food (in)security
and life satisfaction in a global setting. We explore this relationship using conventional
ordinary least squares (OLS) regression and instrumental variable two-stage least squares
(IV 2SLS) method. Using data from 105 countries over the period 20122019, we found that
food insecurity is significantly and negatively related to life satisfaction. The results are
robust even after controlling for GDP growth, government size, quality of political and legal
institutions. In addition, by adopting natural disaster data, we show that food insecurity has
causal negative effect on life satisfaction. In particular, a one standard deviation increase in
instrumented food insecurity decreases life satisfaction by 0.8 points (slightly less than one
standard deviation). The results remain robust for a series of tests. Future studies should
extend our findings by exploring the role of food security in other measures of quality of life.
B
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8. Factors Correlated with Home Gardening in Gauteng Province, South Africa

SCHERJR:  International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health,2021-03-08

% E . In addition to increasing access to fresh and affordable produce, home gardening
enhances food security. This notwithstanding, there is no evidence of studies that have
investigated factors correlated with home gardening in Gauteng Province (GP), South Africa.
The present study investigated home gardening across the GP. Methods: Retrospective data
of residents of GP (n = 30002) collected by the Gauteng City Region Observatory were used.
A binary logistic regression was employed to determine factors correlated with home
gardening. Results: Overall participation in home gardening was low (12.37%). If a
respondent was a resident of the poorest areas, resided in a house received under the Rural
Development Programme, had a borehole/well as the main source of water, belonged to a
social club, received a social grant, was >65 years, and rated his/her health as poor, then
they were more likely to participate in home gardening. Factors that were negatively
correlated with home gardening included if the respondent rented from private individuals
and if the respondent’s health status prevented him/her from doing daily work. Conclusion:
The low participation levels in home gardening observed suggest the failure of the current
policies geared at fostering home gardening in the province. Policy makers and relevant
authorities should target identified groups to improve participation in home gardening.
e
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9. Assessing the Belt and Road Initiative as a narrative:Implications for institutional
change and International firm strategy

SCERJR:  Asia Pacific Journal of Management,2021-03-07

% % . This article explores the role of narratives as drivers that guide the institutional
change associated with globalization and deglobalization. For China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) to succeed as a driver of institutional change in favor of globalization, it must
pass the narrative “virality” test and successfully contend with competing narratives. Rival
narratives will be launched by firms and organizations worldwide that expect to win or lose
from deglobalization or from new forms of globalization. This study develops a useful
framework for establishing the extent to which China’s BRI is a genuine narrative or just a
story. In this regard, four testable propositions are put forth to ascertain whether the BRI is

values-based, extends an invitation to participate, is open-ended, and is associated with
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economic performance for both Chinese and non-Chinese participants. The analysis of the
BRI-related institutional change that leads to globalization applies a theoretical lens
centered on the narrative economics perspective and on the institution-based view and
political economy perspective. Implications for BRI stakeholders, international business
practitioners, and international business scholarship are outlined.

B

http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/99/CsgkOWBTDQCAII04AAY9q5VS1tc683.pdf

10. The Belt and Road Initiative and disease control amid the COVID-19 pandemic
SCHERJE: Journal of Travel Medicine,2021-03-06

% % . The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) provides a critical platform to fight COVID-19
through the strengthened collaboration, improved supply chain, elevated digital
infrastructure, and more sustainable financing. BRI that integrate health with economic
development may offer a new paradigm for building a resilient health system to address
disease epidemics.

B

http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/99/CsgkOWBTDOMAZTmMHAAhS8msqfXg845.pdf

(Rl &3]
1. The impact of disasters and crises on agriculture and food security: 2021
FARIE: FAO
RAGESIA]: 2021-03-18
%% . On top of a decade of exacerbated disaster loss, exceptional global heat, retreating
ice and rising sea levels, humanity and our food security face a range of new and
unprecedented hazards, such as megafires, extreme weather events, desert locust swarms
of magnitudes previously unseen, and the COVID-19 pandemic. Agriculture underpins the
livelihoods of over 2.5 billion people most of them in low-income developing countries
and remains a key driver of development. At no other point in history has agriculture been
faced with such an array of familiar and unfamiliar risks, interacting in a hyperconnected
world and a precipitously changing landscape. And agriculture continues to absorb a
disproportionate share of the damage and loss wrought by disasters. Their growing
frequency and intensity, along with the systemic nature of risk, are upending people’s lives,

devastating livelihoods, and jeopardizing our entire food system. This report makes a
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powerful case for investing in resilience and disaster risk reduction  especially data
gathering and analysis for evidence informed action to ensure agriculture’s crucial role in
achieving the future we want.

B
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