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6. CABI shares expertise on strengthening and diversifying food systems at all-Africa
vegetable summit

[ E B AY R0 (CABI) ] Scientists from CABI’s Africa Centre, with expertise
in strengthening and diversifying food systems, have played a key role in sharing their
knowledge and research at the Power on Your Plate: All-Africa Summit on Diversifying Food
Systems with African Traditional Vegetables to Increase Health, Nutrition and Wealth.The

Regional Director CABI Africa, Dr Morris Akiri took part in the CABI and USAID sponsored
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summit convened by the World Vegetable Center and Rutgers University. Dr Monica
Kansiime also attended the event, held at the Gran Meli&aacute; Hotel in Arusha, Tanzania.
The summit was officially opened by the Former Prime Minister of Tanzania and Chairman
of the Agri Thamani Foundation, The Hon. Mr Peter K Pinda.As part of 75 scientific
presentations in six sessions covering diversity, breeding and seed systems; value chains and
scaling; agronomy and production systems; food environments; nutrition and health; and
other uses of these valuable crops beyond food, Dr Kansiime updated the summit on
positive impacts of the Good Seed Initiative a project which was implemented in Tanzania
and Uganda.The Good Seed Initiative reached more than one million consumers and
growers  through radio programmes, seed rallies, nutritional outreaches, cook shows,
agricultural shows and other events as part of a training programme to bring about
improvements in productivity. A study brief, on the production and sales of quality assured
African Indigenous Vegetables (AlVs), was also developed and disseminated to stakeholders
in Tanzania.Dr Akiri took part in a high-level panel on ‘Advancing the Continental Agenda on
Traditional African Vegetables’ along with senior government officials, business partners
from the public and private sector, bankers, and leaders of non-governmental organizations
(NGOs).The summit also included a youth panel that explored production and distribution
issues with seven young farmers and agricultural entrepreneurs from Kenya, Tanzania and
Uganda.Other speakers at the summit included Dr Marco Wopereis, Director General,
World Vegetable Center, Ms. Jacqueline Mkindi, CEO Tanzania Horticulture Association and
Dr Lawrence Haddad, Executive Director of GAIN.Dr Akiri said, “Africa is home to a large
number of plant species with the potential to invigorate the continent’s horticultural value
chain. However, whether consumed as nutritious food or used as the foundation for natural
health products, these traditional vegetables remain untapped and underutilized.“For
example, the informal nature of the African indigenous vegetable markets, characterised by
poor product handling, has contributed to low farm gate prices and limited access to
structured markets.“There is opportunity to continue working in partnership with all
stakeholders to formalise the Traditional African Vegetables Value chain, with an intentional
focus on removing barriers faced particularly by women and the youth. Financing new
infrastructural technologies in the rural areas can potentially improve the livelihoods of
millions of smallholder farmers and also contribute to local, national and regional food
security.” Additional informationFind out more about ‘Promoting Good Seed in East Africa’
from the project page.CABI works to create sustainable value chains and facilitates access to

markets across Africa and other parts of the world. Find out more about our work on Value



Chains and Trade.In Africa over 80% of people living in rural areas rely on the crops they
grow for food and income. They face many challenges in growing sufficient good quality
produce, such as changing climatic conditions, threats from pests and diseases, lack of
access to markets, and limited access to current agricultural information.CABI’s Africa
Regional Centre in Kenya strives to improve livelihoods, working with the communities that
it serves to address the problems they face using sustainable approaches. Find out more
here.
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7. Consumer Trends Report: Business continuity ensured, but a number of issues emerging
from COVID-19

[Rk B (EU) ] The European Insurance and Occupational Pensions Authority (EIOPA)
published today its Consumer Trends Report with a risk heat-map providing a snapshot of
the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on the insurance and pension sector from a consumer
protection perspective as of 30 June 2020. Despite initial concerns, insurers and pension
funds have  maintained business continuity. Buying products, submitting claims and
complaints, or seeking information have carried on broadly as normal — though in new
forms as digitalisation trends have accelerated. When consumers may have found
themselves in breach of contractual obligations because of the forced changes in habits and
behaviours, insurers have shown forbearance.COVID-19 has also taken its toll on the
pension sector. In particular, cases of lower pension contributions emerged where savers
were not able to continue contributions, due for instance to business shrinking or due to
unemployment. Further risks in the decumulation phase may crystalise, with the potential
to lead to future cuts in benefits.To alleviate the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak on the
insurance and pension sectors, whilst ensuring fair treatment of consumers, national
supervisory authorities as well as the insurance and pensions sectors have taken specific
measures. As the crisis continues to unfold with potential impacts on profitability, conduct
risks can be expected to continue to crystallise and emerge. It is therefore of great
importance that concerns regarding financial exclusion, contract clarity, and unit-linked

products are adequately addressed and mitigated.
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8. CGIAR Joins Forces with World Food Programme to Tackle Post-Pandemic Hunger
[EfRRIVHRERHL (CGIAR) 1 The world’s largest publicly-funded agricultural
research network, CGIAR, has united effort with the UN World Food Programme (WFP) to
help tackle hunger and malnutrition in the pandemic recovery.CGIAR and WFP, winner of
the 2020 Nobel Peace Prize, signhed a Memorandum of Understanding to continue their
long-standing partnership to build resilience and promote sustainable agriculture.The two
organizations will concentrate on the links between climate change and conflict, the
adaptation of food systems, and risk impacts on food security and development programs
as part of their efforts to support the delivery of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals
by 2030.“We’re delighted to sign this MoU with the World Food Programme to extend and
deepen our shared commitment to ending hunger and malnutrition, particularly at such a
critical moment for global food security,” said Kundhavi Kadiresan, Managing Director for
Global Engagement and Innovation at the CGIAR System Organization.“The awarding of the
Nobel Peace Prize to the World Food Programme shows the international community’s
understanding that there is an imperative to strengthen global food systems, especially in
the pandemic recovery, and with the addition of this partnership, our two organizations are
well-placed to make significant impact.”The collaboration comes as the COVID-19 pandemic
continues to add pressure to already stressed food systems. Last year, WFP Executive
Director David Beasley warned that the pandemic has put several countries at risk of famine,
with the number of people suffering acute food insecurity expected to rise to more than
270 million.“Our work with CGIAR will help make food systems more resilient and less
vulnerable to shocks,” said Beasley. “To strengthen broken or dysfunctional food systems in
fragile settings, it’s critical to understand the links between conflict, climate and hunger.
This partnership will help us carry on saving lives and changing lives so more people have
the opportunity to prosper and be self-sufficient.”Under the Memorandum of
Understanding, WFP and CGIAR will work together to transform food systems at a national
level and establish ongoing support based on scientific evidence ahead of the UN Food
Systems Summit in 2021.To streamline its own assets and consolidate its work worldwide,
CGIAR is also undergoing an institutional reform to become One CGIAR. A newly integrated

leadership and Board in place last year will support the level of collaboration required for an
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integrated global and country response.ln addition to the new MoU, CGIAR and WFP
already collaborate on a number of projects. WFP and CGIAR’s International Food Policy
Research Institute (IFPRI) have worked together for more than two decades in areas such as
improving food aid distribution systems and designing social protection programs that aim
to improve nutrition through food and cash transfers to the poor.WFP also works with
several CGIAR Research Programs on projects including developing food security policies in
Colombia, picture-based insurance for smallholder farmers, and assessing the impact of
conflict and food assistance in countries.The two organizations are currently partners with
the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) in the area of climate security
at the intersection of climate change, conflict and food security. The ongoing work aims to
address the roles of food, land and water systems in mitigating and helping communities
adapt to climate change, while preventing hunger and conflict.

B

https://www.cgiar.org/news-events/news/cgiar-joins-forces-with-world-food-programm

e-to-tackle-post-pandemic-hunger/

9. Investment into Research Must Double to Halt Climate and Food Crises by 2030

[ E bR RN FEETR 2HZR (CGIAR) JWorld’s largest agricultural research partnership seeks
to increase funding to $2 billion annually to support global innovation in the pandemic
recovery.The strategy warns that, without more science-based interventions to align
agriculture with climate targets, the number of undernourished people around the world
could exceed 840 million by 2030, with climate-related disasters displacing 200 million by
2050.“The climate crisis is at the forefront of threats to our ability to provide good nutrition
for all while staying within environmental limits,” said Claudia Sadoff, Executive
Management Team Convener and Managing Director, Research Delivery and Impact at
CGIAR System Organization, speaking at the Climate Adaptation Summit.“The agricultural
sector is at an inflection point a once-in-a-generation opportunity to reset how we work
and the scale of our ambitions. We must double overall investment from 2018 levels to
achieve the levels of partnership required to scale impact, and attract the best minds to the
challenges facing our food systems.”To help streamline investment into agricultural
research that also responds to the climate crisis, CGIAR is undergoing an institutional reform
to become One CGIAR with a newly integrated leadership and Board in place this year to

support the level of collaboration required for more coherent global and country
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responses.“Since its founding 50 years ago, the contributions of CGIAR together with its
partners to crop breeding, agronomic practices, plant and animal health, improved nutrition,
natural resource management, and climate change responses have resulted in a 10-fold
return on investment,” said Kundhavi Kadiresan, Managing Director for Global Engagement
and Innovation at the CGIAR System Organization.“lIf managed and governed differently,
food systems could be a lever of global change, at the vanguard of sustainable living for all,
leading other sectors with solutions and inspiration. The transition to One CGIAR provides
an opportunity for a fresh 10-year strategy that can shape a stronger and more relevant
science agenda for today’s dynamic world.”CGIAR’s research strategy outlines five areas of
impact, which cover nutrition, poverty, inclusivity, climate adaptation and mitigation, and
environmental health, that would benefit from greater research into three key areas. These
include the transformation of entire, connected food systems, the development of greater
resilience, and the potential of genetic innovation.

HE

https://www.cgiar.org/news-events/news/investment-into-research-must-double-to-halt

-climate-and-food-crises-by-2030/

10. Gene editing creates potential to protect the nation’s environment, pollinators and
wildlife

[FERE. EMERFNELE] Plans to consult on gene editing  which could unlock
substantial benefits to nature, the environment and help farmers with crops resistant to
pests, disease or extreme weather and to produce healthier, more nutritious food will be
set out today (7 January) by Environment Secretary George Eustice in his speech at the
Oxford Farming Conference.The way that plants and animals grow is controlled by the
information in their genes. For centuries, farmers and growers have carefully chosen to
breed stronger, healthier individual animals or plants so that the next generation has these
beneficial traits - but this is a slow process.Technologies developed in the last decade enable
genes to be edited much more quickly and precisely to mimic the natural breeding process,
helping to target plant and animal breeding to help the UK reach its vital climate and
biodiversity goals in a safe and sustainable way.Gene editing is different to genetic
modification where DNA from one species is introduced to a different one. Gene edited
organisms do not contain DNA from different species, and instead only produce changes

that could be made slowly using traditional breeding methods. But at the moment, due to a
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legal ruling from the European Court of Justice in 2018 gene editing is regulated in the same
way as genetic modification.The consultation announced today will focus on stopping
certain gene editing organisms from being regulated in the same way as genetic
modification, as long as they could have been produced naturally or through traditional
breeding. This approach has already been adopted by a wide range of countries across the
world, including Japan, Australia and Argentina.Government will continue to work with
farming and environmental groups to develop the right rules and ensure robust controls are
in place to maintain the highest food safety standards while supporting the production of
healthier food.

i

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/gene-editing-creates-potential-to-protect-the-na

tions-environment-pollinators-and-wildlife

(k% ]
1. “—H B 2 TE. B AR SHREAE
YR B 5, £
SCHRIR: W48} 4,2021-02-01
2 ARCLL2014-20194E Y RAE BT A RN AN R LR B S 5" —l — BB
T3 PR BT FE AR A 2 TR BT RCR KM B A E AR . 45 AR B, A B AT+t
S HUERT DU ZE IR i Al R AR BT R A T 52 3 — BB DGR 4l R 32 3]
"t B MR USRI AL AN 2 SRR B AR IR THE I IR . 38 HI /e RN
SS9 3 LRI 5 Rl 55 20 ARAE AR MV AL 22 STE AR B8R R R b I B - kgt R 3%
B AR — B b A 2 TR R B R AR A A T — 8 T DI o PG 3
SYSRSIIA, Tt — B R R 2 TRAE A 2 T SRR —H R R P TR
HAEAR
R
http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/88/CsgkOWAXuf2AXmE6ABT2PBqYCsl430.pdf

2. ETREIEH—— B g B R 3h7S M iebn ik 25T

PE&: EIRIWEIKTUARE

SCHERVE:  HLFI5%,2021-02-01

T "l — NI AR 2 5 4 2 AR I L AR AR RS Y R I H R
FAESS o FET 2 URHEE, NBOA MR 25 KU R XU, L St X DO A 2 52 A 2 1


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/gene-editing-creates-potential-to-protect-the-nations-environment-pollinators-and-wildlife
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/gene-editing-creates-potential-to-protect-the-nations-environment-pollinators-and-wildlife
http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/88/Csgk0WAXuf2AXmE6ABT2PBqYCsI430.pdf

— il — B RS E XS BN A B IR AR A &R, e B 12N I H 234N B AT R AR K
APRE TS HT o MR 23 M7 285 B 70 0 BeniiE 1 8 s (000 Atk XU Pt i g AR AU 1R 31)
Ae 1. eJa, WIS H e R EE . AL IE B A R . FE I H M3
P& =05 T 5 AL " — i — B T XU 28 i P44 2% A 5

e

http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/88/CsgkOWAXupqAlY7sACHTuxv7rA8250.pdf

3. “—H BB UUN A T RUR T 2T KR — — 2 T 284 U T I AR BdE
YR LN 1B

SCHRUE: BRH,2021-01-29

FE: CRHUT [ 284 2% 11720084 ~ 201 74 TRk Eu s, DA R4 UL e ka1~ 1T a3
FEAS, R U 22 70k 0 Yl T - ()7 BEAT (5 2 Al it 8 ARG, RILH R AR
WU ME—VERFAE B — P XSHME W R Sh A BN . 7 B 5% S AT 204 . BT R BB
VOGS R A9 R T 22 B A et 4 s AR 1 P 5 IS PR Rt AR R A 38T A e i 285
SEONR IR TR IR, XL [ s T 3 20 SR O v X Ah B AR B AR Ak
R o = Sk AR .

B

http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/88/CsgkOWAXuw-AMEYuAA56kUvZu80338.pdf

4. OHEPEE. XErE5PPPIH BB BR ——H T — — B39 LU0 HIEAIHT AT
e AL £ tn, M8 =

SCHRVE: BRH#,2021-01-28

WL BT — B IR 239 K R v [E 50 1995— 20194 [ PPPI H Hidfs, M BEE 412>
VEAA AR RN R 2RO B BE B R XU 206 PPP T 5% R0 SR IR S AR F LA SIZIE A
FOR I 00 PR B PPPIS H B RURAT A1 520 s UG 70 4H A L P 85 5 PPPIST H 505t
RORZNAAFAERS oy th A AERT, BRI & 2 WS 7 HAE D BEFE B RSO ZE 5 BUR RS %
Ty TolAKE 2258 = ANEEE 5Pl H 5 8 3UR 2 IR AZAE R A

B

http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/88/CsgkOWAXu9aAYGI8AAzHxG8dNiU702.pdf

5. AR FEEME T —H —B" 15 R R R R
VB IRV
SCHRIR: TR AR (B A 2 R RR),2021-01-28


http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/88/Csgk0WAXupqAIY7sACHTuxv7rA8250.pdf
http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/88/Csgk0WAXuw-AMEYuAA56kUvZu80338.pdf
http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/88/Csgk0WAXu9aAYGl8AAzHxG8dNiU702.pdf

FEEL: AR 9NN A Bkia B IR S50 o [ 77 %8, N 2K i L [FAR R NSk 2 (i B 38R
SR E AR Ay, " B N S Ia S R A 1 R A A A
TR R 72 R IE N Kdmia I [FAR FE UR R )16 15 52 Bk, 46 48 Bl 545 2 W N 2K fmia 3L [R 4
PHEE S B AN S S B AR AR B S LA AR R B AR R T o " — il — BR il
%f%*@%%?ﬁ@éiﬁﬁﬁiﬁ%%%%&%%EP%%,Xﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁi&ﬂlﬂﬁéﬂ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%*
(1) 1] s A 1 R T A — 7 — % S e g A AT B S

e

http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/88/CsgkOWAXvVNiIiAC-TYABMLHczVAxg008.pdf

6. Archaeological Approaches to Agricultural Economies

CHRVE: Journal of Archaeological Research,2021-01-07

i B . While agricultural origins have been recently revised in light of new genetic and
archaeological evidence, parallel synthesis of subsequent developments in agricultural
economies has lagged. This review summarizes recent advances in archaeological theory
and method that contribute to an enhanced understanding of agricultural economies. Such
advances address topics of persistent interest, including agricultural innovation, the
introduction of new domesticates, risk and resilience, agricultural scaling, and the economic
and environmental consequences of agricultural practices. Although points of
complementarity and tension exist among varied contemporary discourses on agriculture,
frameworks of resilience and entanglement offer particularly promising avenues for regional
synthesis and worldwide comparison of agricultural economies.
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7. Financial development, international trade, and environmental degradation: a
nonlinear threshold model based on panel smooth transition regression

SCHERJE: Environmental Science and Pollution Research,2020-11-30

%% . Environmental degradation has severely affected the natural cycle of ecosystem. It’s
high time now and humans should execute strategies effectively to protect the further
degradation. Initially, we need to understand the ways that might affect the environment.
Thus, existing research is designed to explore the nonlinear association between financial
development (FD) and carbon dioxide emissions (CO2) in the context of low-income

countries by employing the yearly data of 19902016. The panel smooth transition regression
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model (PSTR) is applied, and the result confirmed that the nexus between the two variables
are nonlinear. Moreover, it also shows that at a low regime, FD increases the CO2 emissions
but as the economy of low-income states progress to the high regime, the association
between the two variables becomes negative and significant. The study also confirms that
FD can reduce CO2 emissions once it reaches a certain threshold point. Based on these
findings, new insights are provided for the policymakers, and several policies are suggested
to improve the environmental quality in low-income countries.
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8. Dynamic synergies between China’s Belt and Road Initiative and the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals

CRRJE: Journal of International Business Policy,2020-10-15

%% . This study examines the dynamic evolving synergies between the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). This is among the first
studies to present an in-depth comparative treatment and evaluation of these monumental
change-oriented undertakings in terms of their interlinks, complementarities, and
synergistic potential to mobilize and transform public policy and managerial
decision-making in the pursuit of sustainable development. In our study, we identify BRI
focus areas, goals, and modalities and explore their manifold interactions with the 17 SDGs,
including by reference to dozens of recent BRI and AlIB projects. Our findings strongly
suggest ongoing alignment and convergence between the SDGs and BRI, as exemplified by
the recent overt inclusion of BRI within the UN’s 2030 Agenda. However, realization of such
promising synergies hinges on several variables, including the geopolitical and public health
environments, the adoption of more holistic trade and investment strategies, and greater
openness and inclusiveness towards non-Chinese and local businesses, particularly
regarding their participation in BRI sustainable infrastructure investment projects. Public
policy efforts will be essential to steer BRI in more open, liberal, and integrative directions
so that BRI can function optimally as an effective vehicle for achievement of the SDGs.
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9. Impact of climate change on navel orangeworm, a major pest of tree nuts in California
SCHERJE: Science of The Total Environment,2020-10-02

% . California's agricultural sector is the highest valued agricultural sector in the United
States. It is also a global leader in the production of various specialty crops, including three
major tree nuts - almond, walnut, and pistachio. These three nut crops accounted for
approximately 16% of the state's total agricultural economy. Current and future changes in
climate pose many challenges in agriculture and impacts related to increased pest pressure
in agriculture due to elevated temperatures are significant. The navel orangeworm,
Amyelois transitella (Walker), is the most challenging pest of tree nuts in California and
often cause a significant economic loss despite the careful implementation of multiple pest
control tactics. Temperature variations can directly affect the developmental rates, behavior,
and overall population dynamics of this pest, and it is critically important to understand
these dynamics with respect to climate change. The objective of this study was to quantify
changes in the timing and number of navel orangeworm generations in almonds, walnuts,
and pistachios for the entire Central Valley of California using projections from ten general
circulation models (GCMs) under two emission scenarios. The results suggest that navel
orangeworm is likely to complete its life cycle much faster under climate change due to
projected temperature increases. The results also suggest that under future climate change,
navel orangeworm can complete one additional generation within the growing season and
likely going to pose significant risks to these major nut industries in the future. Quantifying
navel orangeworm generations and assessing risks to tree nuts under climate change can
help facilitate and strategize integrated pest management (IPM) practices to the
sustainability of the production systems by minimizing risks.
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1. Variability in agricultural productivity and rural household consumption
inequality——Evidence from Nigeria and Uganda
KA EBR BEEE T (IFPRD
JA[A]: 2021-01-16
i B . This paper uses multiple rounds of household survey panel data to assess the
distributional implications of variability in agricultural productivity in Nigeria and Uganda. It

uses both a conventional decomposition and a regression-based inequality decomposition
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to estimate the impact of climate-induced variability in agricultural productivity. To mitigate
the endogeneity associated with unobserved time-invariant and time-variant household
fixed effects, we use rainfall shocks as a proxy for estimating the exogenous variability in
agricultural productivity that affects consumption. Results suggest that a 10 percent
increase in the variability of agricultural productivity tends to decrease household
consumption by 38 and 52 percent on average for Nigeria and Uganda, respectively.
Controlling for other factors, variability in agricultural productivity contributed to between
25 and 43 percent of consumption inequality between 2010 and 2015 for Nigeria; and 16
and 31 percent of consumption inequality between 2009 and 2011 for Uganda. We also
show that variability in agricultural productivity increases changes in consumption
inequality over time.
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1. USDA reconciles issues with CFAP
KATYR:  Western Farm Press
RAGHSIE]: 2021-01-15
5% . “The COVID-19 pandemic has left a deep impact on the farm economy, and we are
utilizing the tools and monies available to ease some of the financial burdens on American
producers to ensure our agricultural economy remains strong, independent and a global
leader in production,” says Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue.of reductions in chicken
processing capacity, chicken farmers across the country experienced longer waiting periods
between flocks, received fewer birds to raise, and in some cases have been forced to
depopulate millions of healthy birds. Payment calculations Similarly, FSA adjusted the
payment calculation to use the producer’s eligible 2019 calendar year sales, and 2019 crop
insurance indemnities, NAP, and WHIP+ payments, multiplied by the applicable payment
rate for all sales commodities, which include specialty crops, aquaculture, tobacco, specialty
livestock, nursery crops and floriculture, for CFAP 2.
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