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6. USDA Offers Additional Assistance for Certain Producers Through Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program

[ USDA ] U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) will provide additional assistance through the Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program (CFAP), expanding eligibility for some agricultural producers and
commodities as well as updating payments to accurately compensate some producers who
already applied for the program. Producers who are now eligible and those who need to
modify existing applications due to these updates can contact USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) between Jan. 19 and Feb. 26. Some of these changes are being made to align with the
recently enacted Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 while others are discretionary
changes being made in response to ongoing evaluation of CFAP.“The COVID-19 pandemic
has left a deep impact on the farm economy, and we are utilizing the tools and monies
available to ease some of the financial burdens on American producers to ensure our
agricultural economy remains strong, independent and a global leader in production,” said
Secretary Perdue.
B

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/01/15/usda-offers-additional-assistan

ce-certain-producers-through

7. One Planet — FAO’s work on biodiversity, One Health and climate

[ FAO Jthe Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO), QU Dongyu, highlighted FAQ's track records leading the work on  biodiversity across
agriculture and food sectors, recognizing the importance of environmental sustainability as
a key determinant of a long term "One Health for All." The Summit, hosted by the President
of France, Emmanuel Macron, was the fourth in a series that started as follow-up to the
Paris Agreement on combating climate change, aimed to raise the level of ambition of the
international community on the protection of nature, while responding to the new

questions raised by the COVID-19 crisis.The focus of the Summit this year was on
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biodiversity. 2021 is considered a big year on biodiversity for the international community.
FAO has been on the forefront of the international efforts preserving biodiversity and
protecting our planet.Maria Helena Semedo, FAO Deputy-Director General, explains FAQ's
work on biodiversity, and on protecting our planet, including combating climate change.
e

http://www.fao.org/news/story/zh/item/1369522/icode/

8. USDA Announces Details of the 2021 Agricultural Outlook Forum Program

[USDA] The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announces details of the 97th annual
Agricultural Outlook Forum, which will be held virtually on February 18-19, 2021.The 2021
Forum, themed “Building on Innovation: A Pathway to Resilience,” will focus on the central
role science and innovation have played in helping the agricultural sector overcome
challenges and build resilience during the COVID-19 pandemic.The Forum’s program (PDF,
282 KB) will begin with a presentation by USDA’s new Chief Economist, Dr. Seth Meyer, on
the Department’s outlook for U.S. commodity markets and trade for 2021 and the U.S. farm
income situation. A keynote address by the incoming Agriculture Secretary, presentations
by Congressional leaders, and a session on genetic literacy are also scheduled for the
morning on the first day of the Forum.
B

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/01/11/usda-announces-details-2021-

agricultural-outlook-forum-program

9. Primary health to insurance: Five non-Covid-19 areas to focus on in 2021 (Business
Standard India)

[ IFPRI] Business Standard India published an article stating that Covid-19 demanded the
single-minded focus of India's entire healthcare infrastructure all through 2020. In fact, the
pandemic hogged so much attention across all aspects of our lives that most other issues of
public health were put on the back-burner. Senior Research Fellow Purnima Menon said
that India's progress in the National Nutrition Mission took a hit in 2020. "For a few months,
the health and nutrition frontline workers also supported Covid-19 efforts on surveying,
tracking, tracing, and more. Various other services were stalled." Many of the nutrition
mission activities, including counseling, measuring children, and organizing group gatherings,

require person-to-person contact. "All of these were deeply affected by the pandemic and
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the resulting lockdowns," Menon said.
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6. The role of CO2 emissions and economic growth in energy consumption: empirical
evidence from Belt and Road and OECD countries

SCERYE: Environmental Science and Pollution Research,2020-12-06

%% . Energy economics literature indicates that CO2 emissions and economic growth are
significant drivers of energy consumption. This paper empirically tests the claim described
above within the context of the Belt and Road Initiative countries and the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development countries. PraisWinsten regression estimates the
models with panel corrected standard errors. The random effects and fixed effects
estimators proved inefficient, while the panel corrected standard errors proved to be an
efficient and appropriate estimator. The results are consistent with the usual drivers
indicated in the literature; both CO2 emissions and economic growth positively and
significantly affect energy consumption in all the eight panels, including the Belt and Road
Initiative panel and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development panel.
CO2 emissions on energy consumption are 10.7% higher in the Organisation for Economic

Co-operation and Development countries than in the Belt and Road Initiative countries.
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Similarly, economic growth on energy consumption is 9.4% higher in the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development countries than in the Belt and Road Initiative
countries. Policy recommendations in the study include improving and implementing an
energy diversification policy, introducing carbon taxes and adopting new technologies like
carbon capture and storage. These policies aim to encourage renewable and green energy
usage and transition to low carbon technologies to reduce CO2 emissions while maintaining
sustainable economic growth.
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7. Foodomics: A new approach in food quality and safety

SCHRJE: Trends in Food Science & Technology,2020-12-04

i . Background. The progress in the analytical methods in food science and technology
brought about a novel and modern approach concerning human health and food quality and
safety. Foodomics is a recently coined term and is an integration of relevant omics
disciplines. The constituent omics approaches have extensively been applied in biology and
medical domains so far. Recently, food and nutrition scientists have also been interested in
these omics research. Scope and Approach. Foodomics is a powerful tool in determining the
food constituents and nutrients at the molecular level. Lately, researches in the food area
have been fuelled by using the analytical techniques through different omics disciplines like
proteomics, metabolomics, lipidomics, nutrigenomics, metagenomics and transcriptomics.
Numerous research papers address the use of different omics technologies separately or in
combination not only in analysing the food constituents but also in food authentication and
evaluation of food safety and quality. It is evident that using the advanced analytical
techniques in omics research has empowered the scientists looking into food and nutrition
science at a broad perspective. Key Findings and Conclusions. This review discusses the
recent developments in the analytical methodologies used in each “omics” discipline and
how foodomics approach elucidates the arguments concerning food quality, food safety, the
origin of food, human nutrition and relatedly human well-being.
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8. Food access in crisis: Food security and COVID-19

WHRJE: Ecological Economics,2020-11-08

1% % . Disparities in food access and the resulting inequities in food security are persistent
problems in cities across the United States. The nation's capital is no exception. The District
of Columbia's 's geography of food insecurity reveals a history of uneven food access that
has only been amplified by the vulnerability of food supply chains during the COVID-19
pandemic. This paper examines the history of food insecurity in Washington, D.C., and
explores new opportunities presented by advances in urban agriculture. Innovations in food
production can offer urban communities sustainable alternatives to food access that
simultaneously address local food security and green infrastructure needs. They also bring
persistent sociopolitical barriers into greater focus. The current COVID-19 pandemic and its
imposed social isolation exacerbates these barriers, rendering conventional food access
solutions inadequate to deliver on their well-intentioned aims. The ability to order groceries
and home goods on mobile devices, for example, may seem fortuitous. Yet, it also exposes
the deep disadvantages of marginalized populations and the isolating nature of structural
racism. Contrary to the market-centered focus of traditional food access policies, such as
public-private partnerships, this paper highlights community-centered strategies that help
dismantle existing sociopolitical barriers in an age of crisis and help shift the food justice
discourse from food access to the broader goal of community empowerment.
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9. The short-term effects of COVID-19 outbreak on dietary diversity and food security
status of Iranian households (A case study in Tehran province)

SCHRIE: Journal of Cleaner Production,2020-10-06

%% . Currently, the COVID-19 outbreak is spreading fast in 185 countries and has engaged
most people around the world. COVID-19 imposes severe and tragic consequences on
people's health due to the high rate of spread and potentially fatal impacts. In this study,
the association of socio-economic factors with food security and dietary diversity is assessed
before and during the COVID-19 pandemic. Data from 299 respondents were collected by
an online standard questionnaire. Household Dietary Diversity Score (HDDS) and Household
Food Insecurity Access Scale (HFIAS) were calculated. A multinomial regression model was

applied to determine factors associated with HDDS and HFIAS before and during COVID-19
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outbreak. Food security of Iranian households improved during the initial COVID-19
pandemic period (P < 0.001). Households reduced consumption of some food groups during
the COVID-19 pandemic compared to the pre-COVID-19 period. Key socio-economic factors
associated with food insecurity during the COVID-19 pandemic included personal savings,
household income, employment status of head of household, and nutrition knowledge of
head of household. During the COVID-19 outbreak, household size, head of household's
occupation, personal savings, and number of male children were significantly associated
with dietary diversity. Distributing free food baskets to poor households, extending
e-marketing, providing nutrition consultations, and organizing donations to support infected
households may increase household dietary diversity and improve food security status
during a pandemic such as COVID-19. Vulnerable populations in countries experiencing food
insecurity, such as Iran, should be supported - not just by providing medical care and
personal protective equipment, but also with flexible safety nets and food-based
intervention programs to respond to population needs.
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http://agri.ckcest.cn/file1/M00/02/84/CsgkOWAGuuWAbmYoABXNdNwOFKM523.pdf

10. Climatic, land cover, and anthropogenic controls on dissolved organic matter quantity
and quality from major alpine rivers across the Himalayan-Tibetan Plateau

SCERJE: Science of The Total Environment,2020-09-18

%%, Alpine rivers in mountainous regions are crucial not only for land-ocean transfer of
chemical species and sediments, but also for water, food, and energy security. Here, we
examined dissolved organic matter (DOM) from the major alpine waters on the Tibetan
Plateau. Our results revealed a decreasing trend of DOM quantity juxtaposed to an
increasing trend of aromaticity from the northern to southern plateau. This is potentially
caused by a general decreasing gradient of dust load combined with an increasing gradient
of precipitation and vegetation from the NW to SE plateau. Furthermore, most proglacial
streams and smaller tributaries were found to be relatively dominated by tyrosine-like
fluorescent DOM from glaciers. In contrast, most main stems of rivers and tributaries within
larger catchment basins were more controlled by humic-like fluorescent DOM from
terrestrial origins. Condensed aromatics accounts for 1421% of molecular formulas for
riverine DOM, much higher than the world's average of ~11%, which indicated

anthropogenic black soot pollution. In addition, there is a higher level of DOM amount in
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the monsoon season than in winter, and DOM characteristics varied more widely (dissolved
organic carbon concentration: 0.2-37 mg-C L-1, Fluorescence Index: 1.2-1.8) on the Tibetan
Plateau in comparison to other global alpine watersheds. This suggests heterogeneous land
cover, anthropogenic, and climatic factors at play, which is reflected in DOM quantity and
quality, over the highest plateau on Earth.
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